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PREVENTING and curing Diſcaſes, is an 
Art ſo conſiderable, that it has been the 
Endeavour of the greateſt Phyſicians in all 
Ages: — Hippocrates values himſelf particu- 
larly on the former Piece of Knowledge. | 


The foreſeeing a Diſeaſe,” ſays he, is 
„my Invention, for Diſeaſes do not come 
„upon Men of a ſudden; but being col- 
${ lected by Degrees, ſhew themielves after- 
* wards in the Bulk.” Hippocrates, Lib. 
I. de Victus Rat. Pag. 34, Lib. III. de 
Diæm, Pag. 369. Poel: 


a What is the Views or F aculty of any 
Medicine, beſides its Power of eradicating 
the immediate Cauſe of a Diſeaſe ; which 
Effect is diſcovered from knowing firſt 
c the Nature of the Diſeaſe. Hence Prac- 
e tice, indefaticable Induſtry, and laborious 


Fc Application of Men 1 © Ibid, 


INTRODUCTION. 


HE venereal diſeaſe, which, accord- 

ing to hiſtorians of the moſt un- 
doubted credit, is a native of ſome of the 
American iſlands, eſpecially Hiſpaniola, 
was brought into Spain near the end of 
the fifteenth century, and thence carried - 
into Naples, during the war between 
Ferdinand of Arragon and the French, 
by ſome Spaniſh troops, who had con- 
tracted it in the aforeſaid iſland; for theſe 
and the French ſoldiers having had at 
different times communication with the 
fame women, according as the ſame towns 
alternately fell into the hands of the two 
5 contending 


„ 
15 contending parties, this filthy diſeaſe firſt 
ſpread itſelf over the two armies, thence 
made its way into Italy, and has ſince in- 
fected moſt part of the habitable world. 
But how it came, ſo as to infect the Ame- 
ricans, that is, from whence this diſeaſe 
ſprung ab origine, or had its firſt beginning, 
is the grand queſtion in diſpute. To throw 
as much light on this matter as poſſible, I 
muſt have recourſe to the authority of ſome 
of our ancient writers : the firſt is, that of 
Doctor Martin Lifter, a phyſician of great 
note in his time, who teils us, he believed it 
proceeded at firſt, either from the bite of 
ſome venomous animal, or from food cer- 
tainly poiſonous; it being very well known, 
| that the original inhabitants of thoſe coun= 
. tries freely eat certain ſerpents (of which 
ws innumerable new ſpecies or kinds are among 
the Indians unknown to us) and ſo either 
from the poiſonous nature of their impure 
diet, or the bite of thoſe poiſonous ſerpents 
(as from the biting of a mad dog an hydro- 
phobia is occaſioned) either, continues he, 
from that external or internal cauſe, was the 


venereal 
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venereal diſeaſe certainly bred, which, once 
begotten, infected afterwards with a con- 
tagion *. 


* T remember well, when I was in America during the late 
war, ſerving with the army in my profeſſional capacity, to 
have often heard, from ſome of the moſt reſpectable and ſen- 
fible of the natives, that the origin of the venereal diſeaſe was 
imputed to the habit of eating game killed with the poiſonous 


arrows of the ſavages. But now it is univerſally known, that 


the fleſh of ſuch animals may be eaten for a continuance with- 
out any ill effect. 

J cannot help, in this place, making a digreſſion in giving a 
deſcription of this wonderful poiſon, which I had curioſity 
particularly to examine. 

It is produced from the plant called Lianes, of which there 
are vaſt numbers in all damp and marſhy places. The me- 
thod of preparing it is by cutting them in pieces, then boiling 
them in water, till the liquor had acquired the conſiſtence of a 


ſyrup; after this, the Indians dipped their arrows in it, 


which were immediately impregnated with the poiſonous qua- 
lity. -Any animal, whoſe ſkin has been raiſed with one of 
theſe poiſoned arrows, dies a minute after witheut any ſign of 
convulſion or pain. At firſt thought, I was of opinion that 
this was occaſioned by the coagulation of the blood, but the 
experiments which I made proves the contrary ; for having 
procured a quantity of this poiſon, and mixed it with blood 
newly drawa and warm, it prevented it completely from coa- 
oulating, and even preſerved it ſome time from putrefaction. 

I think it is more than probable that the ea of this 
poiſon is upon the nervous ſyſtem, 
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The ſame ancient phyſician tells us, that 
Conſalveus Ovideus, a Spaniſh nobleman, 
and a great natural philoſopher, makes the 
fame obſervation, who, among all the Spaniſh 
authors, was the moſt faithful hiſtorian of 
the nature of things, and was for many 
years chief governor of Hiſpaniola, and the 
reſt of thoſe iſlands. He was a moſt inge- 
nious writer, but moſt of his works are 
unfortunately loſt. Among other animals 
which he mentions to be in the Weſt-Indies, 
he deſcribes particularly the Inguanas to be 
a four-footed ſerpent, upon which the 
Indians fed greedily ; the Spaniards, after 
their example, put them into their food 
alſo, having a pleaſant taſte, much more 
ſavoury, he ſays, than the fleſh of rabbits. 
The eating of them, he fays alſo, hurt 
nobody, unleſs ſuch who had been in- 
fected with the venereal lues, and thoſe, 
although they had long before been cured 
thereof, it preſently offended and renewed 
the diſeaſe, as if the ſame had lain only 
dormant; and this, continues the noble 
„ "Bpanijard, 


1 


Spaniard, our ſoldiers experienced by innu- 
merable examples. 


Doctor Lifter ſays, it is not fo abſurd, 
that this lues had its original from the 
like, if not from the ſelf- ſame cauſes; 
when, by the eating of them, the malady 
forthwith is revived, though as it were 
dead long before. Happy for the Weſtern 
world, no ſuch noxious animals are eaten | 
now-a-days by the natives, nor have I | 
ever heard of ſuch, though I made moſt — 7 
diligent enquiries amongſt the oldeſt of the = 
inhabitants. But for the ſatisfaction of my 
readers, I will go on farther with the very 
curious narrative given us by the Spaniſh 
governor. He ſays, he was ſtill more con- | 
firmed in his opinion, reſpecting the poi- 
ſonous nature of this animal, becauſe, fays 
he, the genital parts of either ſex, who had 
been before infected with the venereal diſ- 
eaſe, (though to appearance perfectly cured) f 
in a little time after having eaten of this " i 

animal, became befet with certain rufts 3 
thick together, reſembling cocks-combs, 
| B 3 -  _an_ 
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exactly like thoſe in the ſerpent Inguanas, 


whoſe body is generally all over with tufts 
of that ſort; certainly a proper repreſentation 
from what animal that diſtemper derived its 


being. It is common, ſays Dr. Liſter, for poi- 


ſonous animals to imprint proper and peculiar 
characters of their contagion ; for example, 


a barking in hydrophobia, cauſed by the 
bite of a mad-dog, alſo a dog-like voracity 
of ſwallowing, with an aptitude of licking 
rather than drinking, by a continual put- 
ting out of the 8 8 | 


The bite of the tarantula cauſes a con- 
ſtant defire of leaping, as the tarantula ſkips 
from one place to another. I am not ig- 
norant, continues Doctor Liſter, that this 


may be accounted fabulous by ſome, even 


learned men, but certainly, ſays he, not fo 
by me. 


Indeed the hiſtory of the nature of many 
things on the earth, and in the ſea, are yet 


but little underſtood ; it is therefore not ſo 


much to be wondered, that innumerable 
: phænomena 


mn} 

phenomena are hid from us, and juſtly to 
be ſuſpected. They who have eaten of the 
ſea-lepus (that is, a kind of naked ſea-hare, 
of a purple colour, found even in our Eu- 
ropean ſeas) make a purple coloured urine; 
and in their ſleep, ever and anon, ſeem to 
hear the waves of the beaten ſhores, and 
their bodies become livid. This fiſh is 
reckoned ro be poiſon to. man, and man to 
him, as Scribonius Diaſcordes and others 
aſſure us, 


Hence this celebrated author's opinion of 
genuity, endeavours to make appear, that 
the poiſon of thoſe animals imprints ſome- 
thing ſimilar upon the perſon who has either 
been bit by them, or has eaten of them, with 
a view to ſhew the poſſibility of the vene- 
real virus being infuſed by the poiſon of 


propagated at firſt from beaſt to man, and 
ſo transferred from man to woman, or woman 
to man, to what we daily find it to be now. 
T hus he ſtates the original ef the venercal 
B 4: lues ; 


animal poiſons, who, indeed, with much in- 


thoſe animals; and that it might have been 
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lues: but the moſt ſingular opinion of all 
is, that of the immortal Hervey, phyſician 
to Charles the Firſt, who declared, that he 
believed it was firſt cauſed by Greek wine 
daſhed with lepers blood, which the French 


drank, being purpoſcly left then at Suma by 
the ei ect 


( viii 


I very well remember, that a certain 


Engliſh merchant, who had reſided many 
years in Muſcovy, aſſured me, that the 
venereal diſeaſe was hardly known in that 
country before the reign of the late Czar, 
Peter the Great, becauſe till that time, the 
traffic carried on by the Muſcovites did not 
require much communication, or dealing 
with foreigners ; but after that Emperor had 
taken the reſolution of viſiting other parts of 
Europe, and had ſent many of his ſubjects 
abroad to learn trades and manufactures, 


thoſe carried back with them the dire effects 


of their amours into their native country, 


which raged there with the greateſt ſeverity, 
as inflammations and ulcers are the more 


difficult to be cured in cold climates. Hence 
in 
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in proceſs of time, the mutual intercourſe of 
different nations becoming more frequent by 
wars, trade, and other cauſes, this contagious 
malady at length was ſpread far and wide. 


It is judiciouſly obſerved by one of the 
moſt elegant hiſtorians of the preſent age *, 
that the Americans, by communicating the 
venereal diſeaſe to their conquerors, have 
not only amply revenged their own wrongs, 
but by adding this calamity to thoſe which 
formerly embittered human life, they have, 


perhaps, more than counter-balanced all the 


benefits which Europe has derived from the 
diſcovery of the, new world. It is more 
than probable, this will not appear the leaſt 
exaggerated, when we conſider the many ills 
entailed upon the Europeans by the diſeaſe 
itſelf, but by far a greater number ariſing 
from an improper mode of treatment, 


When we conſider the many volumes 
which have been and are daily publiſhed on 
* complaints, and the confidence the 


*Dr. Robinſon's Hiſtory of America. 
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moſt ignorant and inexperienced practitioner 


undertakes to cure them, we ſhall be natu- 


rally led to think that, not only nothing 
new can be preſented to the public on the 
ſubject, but that every one muſt be well 
acquainted with the true ſpecific for them. 
But when we give ourſelves time to reflect, 
we mult be ſefifible that farther proofs are 
neceſlary to aſcertain our {kill in the proper 
treatment of this diſeaſe. Every medical 


man, how great repute ſoever he may be in, 


or celebrated for his {kill in any one branch 
of the healing art, may not be a competent 
Judge of ſome experimented and demon- 
{ſtrated truths. One ſolid practical obſer- 
vation being of more real value, than all the 
unſupported theories that the wit of man 
ever invented; and it is a precept of Hip- 


pocrates which ought to be held in reve- 


remce; wn die,, epd Tw IwTtw) 6 orie 2 Th Sosse Ep. 


| zpov £56 64009 Jepœ ri. 


Having peruſed all the authors of any 
ncte who have written on the lues venerea, 


from the | 6A in which this malady had 


1 that 


* 


* 


that name attached to it, down to the pre- 
ſent time, I have obſerved little or no 


notice taken of thoſe diſeaſes which originate 


or ta e their ſource from the lues, but are 
not unfrequently treated as a diſtinct ſpecies, 
or under another claſs of diſeaſes often to the 
deſtruction of the unfortunate ſufferer. In 
treating of which, and other venereal mala- 
dies which attack mankind, I beg leave to 

offer theſe few pages to the public, founded 
on long practice and experience, which makes 


the ſixth edition of my work. I cannot help 


acknowledging that we have many well 
Wrote books on venereal complaints, but 
the multiplicity of books on this ſubject, 
as well as on a variety of others, are not 
clear demonſtrations of the limits of human 


knowledge. 


The diſcuſſion of facts, the true criterion 
of an author, and every other reſult of eru- 
dition, require only knowledge and judg- 
ment, but the moſt brilliant natural talents, 
Joined to great application, will ſometimes 

fall ſhort in enabling an individual to pub- 
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liſh a work thoroughly perfect on any one diſ- 


eaſe, without he has had unlimited experience; 
keeping his practical eye conſtantly on their 


vatiety of ſpecies, and their appearances in 


different conſtitutions. It is not all the 
univerſities in the world, not all the ſemi- 
naries upon earth devoted to the ſtudy of 


- phyſic, that can make an able practitioner. 


The young phyſician, after having finiſhed 
his ſtudies at theſe places, is a child when 
he begins to practiſe. Few practitioners, 
though I fay it, have had ſo many opportu- 
nities as myſelf, of learning thoroughly the 
nature of the malady which makes the 
chief ſubject of this work, as well as many 
others incident to the human body. Above 
twelve years at firſt, under able proſeſſors, in 
different parts of Europe—fifteen years of 
my life was afterwards ſpent in the army, in 
my profeſional capacity, the firſt ſchool in 
the world for phyſical and chirurgical know- 
ledge. It's here I availed myſelf of every 
opportunity that offered, and with the aſſiſt- 
ance of my colleagues, I ſpent thoſe days in 
ſearch of proper methods to ſubdue the 

various 


# 


| xii } . _ 
-various maladies that embarraſs and often | 
deſtroy the animal economy. I do not 
pretend here to offer to the public a com- 
plete treatiſe on theſe diſeaſes. I have ever 
been averſe to prolixity ; and have often 
been tired out reading works of that deſcrip- 
tion. I ſhall only preſent them with ſuch 
practical remarks and obſervations which 
have fallen at different times under my 
notice, being the fruit of long practice and 
experience. 
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Practical Obſervations, &c: 
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Of Gonorrhæœaa. 


HE diſeaſe, which makes the ſub- 

ject of the following tract, is one in 
which mankind are on many accounts much 
intereſted, very few of either ſex, rank, or 
condition of life, being exempt from it ; 
the rich, the poor, the lazy, and the labo- 
rious, are equally liable to it; and from its 
being improperly treated, it produces cer- 
tain inconveniences to all who are afflicted. 
Obſtructions in the urinary paſſage are not 
unfrequently the conſequence, as ſome- 
times to render the life of the patient miſe- 
rable, and put it to the hazard, obliging 
| | him 
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him ever after to have recourſe to the bougie, 
to prevent the evils formed in the uri- 
mary canal, from cloſing up the paſſage, by 
which the emiſſion of both the urine and 
ſemen would be prevented ; which might 
at firſt have been guarded againſt, if the 
diſeaſe of the urinary paſſage, with which 
the ſufferer was afflicted previous to his 
obſtruction, had been properly treated ; 
or, in other words, if a proper application 
had been. made to the urinary canal, when 
it was in a ſtate of inflammation, proceed- 
ing from virulent matter, all the evil con- 
ſequences might have been avoided. 


Let it be conſidered, that moſt complaints 
of the urinary paſſage proceed from ill- ma- 
naged gonorrhæas when the unfortunate pa- 
tient gets into the hands of the 12norant, who 
make him ſwallow a quantity of mercury, 
&c. which might, with as much propriety, 
be given to a patient, who, with a good 
habit of body, had a ſcratch of a pin, or 


ſome other ſharp inſtrument, upon his hand, 
or 


4 
or finger, ſo as to cauſe inflammation, pain, 

& c. a poultice applied will be found to be 
the beſt remedy, and will foon perform a 
cure without the help of any other medi- 
cine, If ſuch an application could be made 
to the inſide of the urinary paſſage, I am 
well aſſured, it would cure a gonorrhea 
with as much ſpeed and ſucceſs as the other. 


A gonorrhea, or clap, is a local diſcaſe, 
confined to the urinary paſſage only; it is 
that ſpecies of venereal, where the blood 
and juices are not affected; the glands of 

the urinary paſſage become inflamed, by the 
virus lodging on them, and exciting them, 

by irritation, to a greater ſecretion of mucus, 
which, from the inflammation they are af- 
fected with, becomes purulent ; hence I am 
inclined to think, that the virulent running 
of that complaint, is nothing more than an 
increaſed ſecretion of the mucus, which is na- 
turally ſecreted by the glands of the urethra. 


On diſſecting thoſe that died actually while 
under this complaint, the diſeaſe appeared 
5 w 


L 
to me, to conſiſt in an abraſion of the na- 
tural mucus of the urethra, the whole 
Jength of which ſeemed more or leſs in- 
flamed, red, and highly excoriated, the la- 
cunæ of the mucus glands enlarged, from 
their being inflamed, and ſlightly ulcerat- 
ed *. After this diſcovery, I began to turn 
my thoughts towards making experiments 
on the different preparations thrown up into 
the part affected, with a view to act imme- 
diately on the diſeaſed urinary paſſage, hav- 
ing no longer any doubt of the diſeaſe being 
local. I was well convinced, that if a liquid 
could be diſcovered, poſſeſſed of a quality 
to remove this inflammation, the cure would 
be ſoon performed; I had every opportunity 
for this purpoſe, having ſeldom leſs than 
between fifty and ſixty men in this con- 
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„ * This J particularly obſerved on the diſſection of two 
wr men of the 16th regiment of light dragoons, in the month 
of January 1777, at Brunſwick, in the Jerſeys, North 
America; one was a corporal, the other private; the 
latter was ſhot om a patrolling party by the enemy, and 
had been under my care about a week; the former was 


| killed by a fall from his horſe, on the fourth day after he 
wlll applied to me, 


dition, 


dition, and J accordingly put my intention ” 
into execution. The plantain properly pre- i 
pared, I found to anſwer this end. 


Ihe ancients, and indeed many moderns, 
have given it as their opinion that the proſ- 
tate glands were the parts firſt infected ; 
but in this they laboured under an egregious 
miſtake ; for they lie too remote, and can- 
not therefore be thought the parts firſt in- 
fected. It will be allowed by all thoſe who 
have had much practice in this kind of 
buſineſs, that the diſorder takes its riſe from 
a contagious liquid communicated from the 
infected perſon, and it ſeems to me a matter 
of impoſſibility how ſuch a liquor ſhould 
reach ſo inſtantly to a part ſo remote from 
the opening of the urethra ; for this alone 23 
being that humour which the urethra can 


: 

on this occaſion receive, its quantity muſt i 
needs be very little, and its velocity in paſſ- 1 
33 5 A : \ 
ing forwards inconſiderable, there being * 


neither muſcle nos valve, nor any other in- 
ſtrument alledged that can poſſibly forward | 
it to ſuch a diſtance. The frequent ex- | 

| C 2 periments | 


E 

periments I have made. have evinced and 
confirmed me in this doctrine. It is to be 
obſerved, .that while a perſon labours under 
a gonorrhea, no liquid proceeds from the 
proſtate glands, this is ſeen in the common 
practice of injections ; for as they put a 
ſtop to a gonorrhaa, this fluid muſt neceſ- 
farily reach and be applied to the part af- 
feed, which would not be the caſe if the 
glands at the root of the penis were ſup- 
poſed the original ſeat of this diſeaſe. 


Another very eaſy experiment may be 
tried, which is deciſive (but the diſſections 

I have made confirm me in this opinion) 
whereby it will appear to a demonſtration, 
that in the time of a gonorrhœa, none of the 
malignant matter is ſent from the proſtate. 
or parts beyond them. The experiment is 
this, let the urethra be compreſſed about the 
middle of the penis, and the matter con- 
tained in it be ſqueezed out from the length 
forward ; ſo as to preſs the penis from the 
pubis to the nut : let the operation be re- 
peated, and we ſhall find it impracticable to 
2 ſqueeze 


8 — 


„ 
ſqueeze out more matter by the ſecond preſ- 
ſure than the former; conſequently it is 
evident, that the puſs diſcharged in the firſt 
trial, was not driven forward by any matter 
proceeding from the proſtate to the place 
we began to ſqueeze at. This experiment 
is therefore quite inconſiſtent with the ſup- 
poſition that matter is derived from the 
proſtate; for, in conſequence of ſuch a 
ſuppoſition, the whole ducts of the urethra 
from thence to the glands or nut, ſhould be 
filled with the diſcharge, the contrary of 
which appears from the experiment. We 
may conclude, therefore, that the original 
ſeat of this diſorder is not by any means in 
the proſtate or their neighbouring parts, 
but ſolely in the lacunæ of the mucus glands 
of the urinary canal. 


But I beg to be underſtood by my readers, 
that it is the fartheſt from my intention to 
have the moſt diſtant idea go forth to the 
world, that theſe parts, viz. the proſtate 
glands and their neighbourhood may not in 
15 5 of a clap become infected by 
3 I it, 


SE - 

it, and be productive of ſerious conſe- 
quences, but this is owing to injudicious 
treatment. However it ſtill holds true that 
neither of theſe parts is the primary ſeat of 
the diſorder, nor the ſource from whence 
flows originally the virulent matter : as 
therefore thoſe parts, viz. the proſtate and 
its neighbourhood, are perfectly free from 
the contagion in the firſt inſtance of this 
diſeaſe, and a well adapted injection deſtroys 
its virulence, great caution is neceſſary at 
the beginning that proper ſteps be taken in 
its management to prevent the various evils 
which not unfrequently attack both the 
urethra and neck of the bladder, which I 
ſhall ſhow hereafter in my obſervations on 
diſeaſes of thoſe parts. The urethra is 
naturally ſupplied by a viſcid ſubſtance, fit 
to defend it againſt the acrimony of the 
| urine, and ſecreted by the mucous glands 
for that purpoſe, &c. The viginia of 
women is likewiſe furniſhed with many of 
thoſe glands, and have been longer known 
to us by the name of lacunz. Now we 
learn from the nature of the animal ceco- 

nomy, 


„ 
nomy, that in caſe any gland or excretory 
duct be ſtimulated, the quantity of liquid 
which it diſcharges' will be conſiderably 
augmented by ſuch ſtimulation ; and that 
in proportion to the greatneſs of the ſtimu- 
lating force which the gland or duct under- 
goes: for inſtance, experience ſhews that a 
little of the powder of cantharides, or Spaniſh 
flies, applied to any part, ſoon raiſes a bliſ- 
ter, and by its ſtimulation cauſes the glands 
there to diſcharge a quantity of matter greatly 
exceeding what would naturally flow from 
the part by inſenſible perſpiration. We find 
alſo that a very minute portion of this ſtimu- 
lating animal matter as can be conveyed by 
the blood to the bladder and parts of gene- 
ration, is ſufficient to produce an inflamma- 
tion in thoſe parts, to occaſion an erection 


of the penis, and even to cauſe a ſmart pain 
and heat of urine, 


Hence if ſome of this powder was laid on 
the urethra or vagina, it would in like 
manner immediately inflame thoſe parts, 
produce ulcers, and cauſe a conſiderable flux 


„ of 


( 10 ) 
of liquid not unlike that attending a gonor- 
rhœa, but with this difference, that the diſ- 
charges would not equal that which flows 
in the above venereal diſeaſe, either in its 
malignancy or length of duration: ſince 
then the venereal centagion is found to be 
of an acrimonious corroding quality, it may 
well raiſe ulcers in-the urethra and vagina, 
ſtimulate all the parts of the glands affected, 
and cauſe as great an efflux of liquor as 1s 
produced by the cantharides, but the venereal 
contagion being of a more virulent nature 
than cantharides, if fixed in any part affect- 
ed either in the riſe or progreſs of the diſ- 
temper, produces a greater - diſcharge of the 
liquid ſeparated by the glands than the 
powder of the flies can poſſibly do. I have 
carefully examined the ſentiments of the firſt 
medical profeſſors of antiquity upon this 
ſubje&, and have found them all labouring 
in darkneſs in regard to the mode of ac- 

counting for the nature of the malady in 
queſtion, or the proper means for curing it. 
Even as late as the great Boerhaave and 
Sydenham, the former an eminent profeſ- 

for 


* 


(6 
for and practitioner, yet he ſeems to have 
been unacquainted with the mode of curing 
a ſimple gonorrhea, The latter * who 
was equally eminent and not more remark- 
able for his ſkill in the practice of healing, 
than for his diſtinguiſhed candour and 
goodneſs of heart, appears to me to have 
been in the ſame predicament. The beſt 
writer on this ſubje& is * Colonel de Vile 
lars, who was an old ſurgeon in the Impe- 
rial army. This able practitioner has thrown 
more light on this complaint than any of 
his cotemporaries. He was the firſt who 


availed himſelf of the proper opportunities 
that ſometimes occurs to diſcover the true 
cauſe of it, of which innumerable inſtances 
muſt have preſented themſelves to him in 
the army. He tells us particularly of diſ- 
ſecting the entire genital parts of a young 


* Vide fifth edition of this work, page 8. 


* Colonel de Villars, had the rank of a colonel in the 
army conferred upon him by the monarch, for his diſtin- 
guiſhed ſervices, He was as good a ſoldier as a ſurgeon ; 
but he ſtill followed his profeſſion, and was a great honour 
to the ſcience, | 


officer 


an) 
officer who was ſhot through the brain in 
a duel, and who was at the ſame time la- 
bouring under a molt viralent gonorrhœa. 


He confeſſes before this diſſection to have 
been quite ignorant in this branch of his 
profeſſion, but after a minute inſpection of 
the urethra and bladder, together with the 
ſurrounding parts, he began to improve 
daily in the ſucceſs of curing his patients. 
The colonel was ſo celebrated in his profeſ- 
ſion of the healing art, as to be ſent for by 
the different courts of Europe in moſt 
branches of ſurgery as well as phyſic. That 
the common effect of an acrimonious liquid 
operating on any part of the human body, 
is a conſtant and forcible contraction of the 
veſſels, which being more or leſs reſtored by 
the ſtrength of their ſprings, and the velo- 
city of the liquids that paſs through them, 
on that account produce a greater flow of 
humaurs. Hence the orifices of the ex- 
cretory ducts, and the ducts themſelves of 
the lacunæ, being ſtimulated by the acri- 
monious matter communicated in a gonor- 
| | rhœa, 


„ 
rhœa, an unuſal diſcharge of the liquids 
proceeds from thoſe ducts, proportional, 
ceteris paribus, to the acting power, and is 


the natural conſequence of ſuch a ſtimula- 


tion. 


It is my wiſh to give as minute and par- 


ticular a detail of the ſubject as the narrow 
limits I have confined myſelf to will admit, 
to be able to convey ſome idea to my readers, 
of all that paſſes in the time of a gonorrhœa, 


whether it be ſkilfully managed, or in an 
improper and uncertain manner. I muſt, 
therefore add, that as this ſtimulating 
power in the firſt inſtance, is the commu- 
nicated contagion which is applied to a part 
conſiderably more tender than the ten- 
dereſt glands, it muſt be obvious that the 


quantity of liquid which cauſes a gonorrhea 
is much leſs than that which produces an 


ulcer, where a quantity of contagious mat- 
ter in the former caſe may poſſibly not 
amount to the thouſandth part of a grain 


| weight. Farther, as this ſtimulation is con- 
tinual, ſo muſt its effects be alſo, for which 


teaſon 
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reaſon the virulent matter in this complaint 


muſt flow inceſſantly night and day, and 
that in any ſtate or poſition of the member 


affected, as in reality we find it does: And 
what is ſtill more conſiderable, the flow- 
ing humour not only begins its efflux 


earlier than could be if an ulcer was firſt to 


be formed, but is likewiſe of that hue, and 
thicker conſiſtence, than any ulcer in ſuch a 
caſe could poſlibly furniſh. Hence theſe 
ſymptoms make it manifeſt, that this viſcid 
humour thus early appearing, and conſtitu- 


ting this complaint, is the liquid of the 


lacunz which may be obſerved in the 
urethra, corrupted by the contagion, as 
ſimply produced and made to run by its 
acrimony, and conſequently the urethra 
alone muſt be allowed to be the ſeat of a 
gonorrhœa. But here it is highly neceſſary 
to obſerve, that notwithſtanding the eaſe of 
effecting a cure in the beginning of this ma- 


lady, and its being merely local, yet if the 


diſcharge be unſ{kilfully ſuppreſſed without 
a proper cure, then the virulent matter 
paſſes into the blood, and produces a pox, 

11 and 
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and not unfrequently numberleſs evils of the 
urinary paſſage. The common practice of 
curing this diſeaſe formerly, and I have 
found ſince my practice in London that it 
{till exiſts, was to give mercurials internally, 
and a mercurial injection to complete the 
cure. My new method 1s to give, inſtead 
of any mercury internally, a little extract 
of rhubarb, or even what the patient pre- 
fers to keep his body open, and in the 
mean time to apply copiouſly the plantain 
injection, this I never found to fail fince I 
firſt made the diſcovery, now upwards of 
fourteen years. 
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SECTION I. 


The general Deſign in curin g a Gonorrhaa, 
with a particular Account of my direct 
Method. 


8 I have endeavoured, in the former 
part of this Section, to deduce the 
ſeat and nature of a gonorrhœa from its 
ſymptoms. As Colonel de Villars very 
juſtly obſerves, that the grand point is to 
diſcover the cauſe of a diſeaſe, by which we 
are enabled to attack and combat the enemy 
with a greater proſpect of ſucceſs. This 
obſervation he applied to his own condition, 
1 for he tells us, that in the early part of his 
l ; life he had ſuffered much from a venereal 
4 gonorrhœa, which he had laboured under 
for upwards of twelve months; and al- 
though under the management of Profeſſor 
er 


EE. 

Boerhaave, whoſe pupil he then was, yet 
this ſimple malady baffled the ſkill of this 
great man, and the Colonel had near fallen 
a victim to the diſeaſe. He confeſſes to 
have been ignorant of the true mode of 
curing this complaint, till he went into the 
army, where he had his own health re- 
eſtabliſhed by one of his colleagues. It is 

more than probable, that the Colonel's own 
ſufferings made him afterwards ſo remark= | 
ably indefatigable, in making ſuch inge- 
nious diſcoveries and improvements, with 
regard to treating this diſeaſe, which I have 
peruſed with great pleaſure in hig writings. 


Without engaging in any of the theories 
or hypotheſes formerly received, and alſo be- 
leved by many practitioners at this time, 
my preſent endeavour ſhall be, to draw the 
method of cure from the nature of the diſ- 
eaſe, which I have thus diſcovered. 


This method muſt neceſſarily prove the 
moſt genuine and ſatisfactory; becauſe it 
proceeds from the very eſſence of the ma- 

lady 
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lady itſelf, whereas all former methods of 


_ curing have not any foundation, either in 


reaſon or experience. By the foregoing 


Chapter I have informed my readers, that 


the real and true cauſe of a gonorrhœa, is a 
corruption of natural liquor ſeparated from 
the blood, and contained in the lacunæ, the 
ſharpneſs of which corruption ſtimulates 


the mouths of thoſe ducts, and excites the 


running. But I muſt here beg leave to de- 
viate from the opinion of a modern writer * 
on this ſubject, who goes ſo far as to declare 
to the world, that a gonorrhœa will get well 
of itſelf, that is to ſay, will run off in time 
of its own accord, provided the quantity of 
the efflux is greater than the power of cor- 
rupting.— This, I preſume, is his hypo- 
theſis, which I muſt confeſs would be dan- 
gerous to truſt to, and it is a pity ſuch doc- 


trine ſhould ever have been ſent into the 


world. As the ſtimulating power occaſions 
the diſcharge into the urethra, the lues can- 


not enſue in the time of a running; but if 


no remedy is applied to the urethra, the 
contagion gets down to the bottom of the 
* John Hunter, Eſq. 


canal, 


( 19 ) 
canal, and will often make terrible havock ; 
and I have known many inſtances of this in 
the army, where the experiment has been 
made, but it had nearly proved fatal to the 
ſufferers. The lues will moſt undoubtedly 
enſue, if this diſcharge is checked by im- 
proper medicines ; and therefore the cure is 
to be obtained by deſtroying the corruption 1 
in this mucus liquor, and by encouraging 
it to run off in its uſual way. Such is 
the nature of the application recom= | 
mended ; inſtead of giving the leaſt check = 
to the diſcharge, it renders it many de- | 
grees more plentiful for a few days, till 
the virus becomes deſtroyed, and then it 
gradually diminiſhes, till all is right again. 
The medicines to execute this intention of 
curing, made uſe of by the old phyſicians, 
have been attended with great uncertainty 
and danger; becauſe the ancient practi- 
tioners, as well as many of the preſent day, 
were not ſufficiently apprized of the true 
cauſe of this malady. It is to this unſkil- 
fulneſs all our diſappointments are owing, 
and that the ſymptoms are often exaſperated, 
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1 
the gonorrhœa in conſequence is not unfre- 
quently followed with very ſerious ſymp- 


toms, rendering lite miſerable. And, there- 


fore, in purſuit of the foregoing reaſonable 
indications, I. wiſh to inculcate, as much as 
poſſible, the moſt direct and moſt proper 


methods of cure, by ſtating briefly the con- 
ditions and circumſtances of the diſeaſe. 


Medicines compoſed of mercury, to de- 
ſtroy the ſharpneſs of the virus, as given 
formerly by old practitioners to tear out the 
inteſtines of the poor patients, were in the 
higheſt degree abſurd; but it could not 
otherwiſe be, theſe phyſicians being altoge- 
ther ſtrangers to the nature of the malady, 
and ſtill more ſo to the place from whence 
it flowed, their hypotheſis were but a gueſs, 
and rather led them into a belief of the im- 
poſſibility of ſuch a method as here recom- 


mended, than to inform them in any true 
practice, But as we are now convinced, 
that the running liquor comes from the la- 
cunæ, which are at hand, who can deny, 
that a liquid injected into the urethra may 

aftect 


EE an i 
affect the flowing virus in the lacunæ, and 
may there deſtroy the poiſon, and the run- 
ning with it ?—The miſchief done by im- 
proper injections is a very convincing proof, 
that the ſeat of the running may be affected 
by injections :—and here it is to be particu- 
larly obſerved, that too much caution can- 
not be uſed againſt improper injections ; 
which I have known to occaſion the lues, 
and bring on pernicious effects of many 
kinds.—But this is no reaſon why we ſhould 
not apply uſeful injections, reaſon and 
experience aſſuring us, that the true method 
to cure a gonorrhœa is by injection. | 


Practitioners will be careful how they ex- 
Poſe their veracity and honour, by denying 
what is thus reaſonable and poſſible, eſpe- 
cially when the materials of an injection are 
adapted to the difeaſe, and our ſucceſs has 
ſhewn the truth of a ſafe and proper one. 
Therefore,as I have given many moreinſtances 
than is abſolutely neceſſary, to eſtabliſh the 
fact and certainty of a liquid thrown up into 
the urethra, that will cure the moſt viru- 
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lent gonorrhea in a ſhort time, it is not 
neceſſary to inſiſt upon a matter which is ſo 
mazifeſt and well known, without ſome real 
objections can be offered to oppoſe it. 


As I have before obſerved, that the mat- 
ter of a gonorrhea is the corrupted liquor 
of the lacunz; which matter never mixing 
with the blood, while properly managed in 
the hands of a ſkilful practitioner, but diſ- 
charging itſelf from the lacunæ; hence, 
while there is no adminiſtration of improper 
medicines, it will neceſſarily follow, that the 
corrupted liquor may be diſcharged from 
its corruption in theſe ſmall glands, which 
is the direct method to cure a gonorrheea, 


There is as much difference in the va- 
rious kind of injections as in other ſorts of 
medicines ; and here I with to inculcate, 
as much as in my power, the ſerious con- 

ſequences that muſt attend improper in- 
jections, ſuch as are of the ſtyptic kind; 
hence, vitriolic, aluminous powders, mer-- 
cury, and corroſive ſublimate ; or others, 
the 


6 
the urethra may ſuffer great conſtriction by 
theſe, being too ſharp and rough for the 
tender paſſage, the worſt ſymptoms will 
ſometimes follow, and not unfrequently an 
| abſorption ef the poiſon into the blood, 
which may bring on a confirmed lues. I 
Was lately conſulted by a gentleman, who 
had for ſome months laboured under a fore 
throat, for which the family ſurgeon had 
attended him, and made uſe of the common 
remedies to remove it, but they proved in 
vain. I perceived the right tonfil enlarged 
and callous, and behind the uvula ſeated a 
callous edged ulcer ;—as it had the crite- 
rion of venereal, I put ſome queſtions to 
him, and he gave me to underſtand, that it 
was his cuſtom to cure himſelf of common 
gonorrhœa; and having had one but fix 
months back, he had made uſe of his uſual 
remedy, which was white vitriol, about a 
a drachm in a quart of water; it ſoon ſtop- 
ped his running, and he ſuppoſed himſelf as 
well cured as it before had done: but un- 
fortunately this gentleman had great reaſon 
to regret his having ever applied his injec- | 
D 3 tion. 
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| | tion. He was completely poxed in conſe- 
= quence, and ſuffered much both in mind 
- and body. In judging of the ſufficienty of 
1 the direct method of curing, the principal | 
conſideration is. about its efficacy, ſafety, 
and the time wherein we are cured, which 
is far better anſwered by this method than 
any other; for the gonorrhœa terminates. 
much the ſooneſt this way, and women are 
as ſoon cured as men, which never is in the 
other ways of curing. Indeed, women can 
very ſeldom be properly cured by any other 
method, as the laſting diſcharge, often with- 
, out virulence ſuthciently proves. 


The efficacy of a proper injection is con- 
ſpicuous in any time of a gonorrhœa; and 
the virus of the running never increaſes after 

| the firſt uſing it; ſo much is the ſharpneſs 
| blunted in a little time: and therefore the 
| practice of the injection being in the days of 
the increaſe, or in the beginning, the cure 
will be the quicker, if the liquor of the 
lacunæ is not thicker than natural, there 
being commonly a ſmaller quantity of cor- 
bo ruption 


( #9 1 

ruption to be ſubdued, than after the quan- 
tity is greater. The quantity of running 
will always increaſe, by the practice of 
diuretic and cathartic medicines, for they 
do not act by correcting the poiſon ; hence 
the gonorrhea will increaſe by the ſharp- 
neſs of its matter, and cathartic medicines 
add their ſtimulus to that of the running, 
whereby the quantity of the diſcharge be- 
comes vaſtly increaſed. The different ope- 
rations by the medicines of both methods 
are very conſiderable ; the one correcting 
and ſubduing the poiſon, the other promot- 
ing the running from it. The method here 
recommended is not only the moſt ſpeedy 
and effectual, but likewiſe the moſt ſafe, as 


is evident, by moderating the ſymptoms in 
time of a cure, and the conſequences after a 


cure is performed for in this direct me- 
thod the ſharpneſs is deſtroyed, and conſe- 
quently all the ſymptoms which flow from 
it; but in the indirect methods the ſharp- 
neſs is augmented, and the ſymptoms 
with it. 


* 
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| If we further conſider the Gafety of any 
N perſon, cured of a gonorrhœa, this is far 
better provided for by the method here re- 
commended, than by any other, the deſign 
in this being to deftroy the ſharpneſs, and 
never to endeavour the leaſt ſtoppage any 
way, otherwiſe than ſubduing the cauſe of 
it; ſo that an irregularity in life, and the 
virulence of the poiſon, may poſſibly make 

a longer cure, but never an unſafe one. 
On the other hand, I have often obſerved in 
thoſe who have employed me, and who had 
long laboured under theſe complaints, that 
errors in hving, and an untimely exhibition 
of aſtringent and balſamic medicines, have 
been too commonly the cauſes of all their 
ſufferings :>—and I have often found their 
blood affected by an unſucceſsful practice. 
In that caſe, let us follow the rule of the 
learned Fracoſtorius, which well agrees with 

experience. 


« Imprimus mirum illud erat, quod labe recepta,. 


“ Szpe tamen quater ipſa ſuum compleverat orbem 
« Luna prius, quam ſigna ſatis manifeſta darentur.“ 


Thus | 


( * 


Thus we may ſafely conclude, and long 
experience is the baſis I go upon, that 
a gonorrhœa will never be attended with 
ll conſequences, when managed by the 
direct method recommended, which is the 
moſt certain way of curing it, and de- 
ſtroying its acrimony; this being conſi- 
dered, we are led a ſtep farther, which is, 
to believe that a medicine, which deſtroys 
the greateſt quantity of poiſon, will more 
eaſily deſtroy the leaſt ; or, which is the 
fame, that a proper application to the ure- 
thra 1s able to deſtroy the cauſe of a gonor- 
rhœa when it is firſt communicated, and 
does really cure it before its appearance, and 
is, in a proper ſenſe, a preventive medicine. 
Through the courſe of this argument, it 
well deſerves our obſervation, that as the 
whites and gonorrhœa are found to be 
much alike in the foregoing theory, ſo I 
have found that they may be cured by the 
fame injection ; which obſervation renders 
my theory perfect, and ſhews the genuine- 


neſs 


- * 
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neſs of the method of curing a gonorrhœa; 
and as both theſe complaints are produced 
by a ſtimulus of the ſame liquor, fo both 
admit of the ſame cure. 
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CHAP. II. 


--SECTLON. 


Of the fivelled Tefticle, commonly called | 


Hernia Humoralis. 


HIS complain ariſes from two cauſes: 
. Firſt, From the retention or ſuppreſ- 
ſion of the virulent matter of a gonorrhœai, 


that ought to flow from the urethra till it 


is cured. Secondly, From the virulent ve- 
nereal miaſmata, which inſpiſate the ſemen, 
and infect it in the fine veſſels of the teſticles, 
and thereby retain it; fo that when the diſ- 


charge is by any means reſtrained, the viru- 


lent ſemen that flows from the teſticles into 


the ſeminary veſicles, and from them into 


the urethra, being likewiſe reſtrained, ſtuffs 


up and ſwells the veſſels into which it is 


driven. The ſpermatic veſſels become diſ- 
| tended, and preſs upon the arteries and 


veins 
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veins that run neareſt them, which being 
compreſſed, the blood preſſing on in a con- 
tinual ſtream, is forced, with a degree of 
violence, againſt the lateral lymphatic veſ- 
ſels, which eaſily yielding, it makes itſelf a 
new paſſage. In this manner is produced 
an inflammatory tumor of the teſticles. It 
ſometimes happens, in the ſecond ſtage of a 
clap, either from ſome irregularities com- 
mitted by the patient, improper internal me- 
dicines, or from the uſe of baneful injections, 
that the running is prematurely diminiſhed, 
or totally ſuppreſſed; and a heavineſs, heat, 
and ſwelling of one or both teſticles ſucceed, 
attended with a conſiderable degree of pain, 
ſtretching along the ſpermatic chord. 
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It is the epididymis that is generally firſt 
, attacked, but ſoon after the entire body of 
F bhe teſticle becomes engaged. Inflammations 
j of theſe glands ſometimes terminate diffe- 
rently ; but reſolution is what we with for, 
and is what moſt generally happens, if well 

managed. Notwithſtanding, the epididymis 

wil 


. 
will remain often hard and knotty for a long 
time. | 


A ſwelled tide the conſequence of a 
gonorrhea, is ever a diſagresable accident: as 
a local complaint, it is often not only attended 
with pain, but its reſolution extremely te- 
dious; and the diſcharge being ſuppreſſed, 
may inſenſibly paſs into and infect the gene- 
ral maſs of fluids. I have ſeen ulcerated 
tonſils, and other ſymptoms of the lues, 
but too frequently e 


Our grand object in the treatment of a 
ſwelled teſticle ſhould be its ſpeedy reſolu- 
tion; and as the premature ſuppreſſion of 
the running is the more general cauſe of 
this complaint, no means ought to be ne- 
glected to promote a return of it: but this 
cannot be effected, while an high degree of 
inflammation prevails, our firſt attention 
{ſhould be directed to oppoſe its farther pro- 
greſs, and take off its moſt painful effects. 


In 
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In young plethoric ſubjects, , where the 
pain and inflammation run high, it will be 
neceſſary the patient ſhould be let blood: 
the quantity and repetition will depend on 
the acuteneſs of the ſymptoms. I ſeldom 
or ever found it neceſſary to repeat it. The 
bowels ſhould be kept free with cooling 
openers, and a light cooling emulſion or- 
dered to be plentifully drank; and he ſhould 
be confined to bed with a flender regimen. 
In the external applications, we ſhould care- 
fully avoid greaſy poultices, ſuch as the 
bread and milk, with mercurial ointment. 
This is the old and common practice; it 
keeps up an erethiſm in the parts, hinders 
the freedom of tranſpiration, by ſtopping | 
the pores,” and not unfrequently determines 
to ſuppuration, or at leaſt retards reſolution. 
The two moſt cligible I have experienced, 
are, the common fomentation, and a poul- 
tice of barley meal. A decoction of the 
hemlock leaves, and a poultice of the ſame 
between whiles, is alſo an excellent applica- 
tion. By ſteadily purſuing this method, 
with proper internals, I have ſeen the moſt 

SR alarming 
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alarming ſwellings of the teſticles happily 


diſappear, leaving no veſtige of any diſeaſe 
behind them. Should ſo unfortunate an 
event as a ſuppuration take place, we ſhould 
be careful not to be too precipitate in giving 
exit to the matter, previous to any diſagree- 
able hardneſs, being in ſome meaſure ſoft- 
ened, and that the fluctuation appears fo 
evident, as not to be miſtaken; this is an 
accident I have known, more than once, to 
happen to ſurgeons of great eminence. In 
making an inciſion in ſo delicate a part, great 
circumſpection is neceſſary, and there will 
ſeldom be occaſion, nor is f fafe to extend it 
much, what will permit the free exit of the 


matter, and the eaſy application of dreſſings 
will be fully ſufficient. 


Large ineiſions in all detached glands, 
whoſe veſſels are lax, and liable to dilate, are 
attended ſometimes with the worit of con- 
ſequences. 
It frequently happens, that when ſuppu- 
ration of theſe parts does take place, that 

1 


6 


the matter is confined to the integuments 


this we ſhould be extremely attentive to diſ- 
tinguiſh. If in the proceſs of the ſuppura- 
tion, the tunica vaginalis ſhould flough off, 
and the teſticle become bare, the ſuppura- 


the texture of that wonderful gland. 


Long experience enables me to ſay, that 
in all ſchirrous teſticles, the conſequence of 
| venereal affections, the utmoſt circumſpec- 
tion is neceſſary, previous to proceeding to 
any Operation ; p. by a prudent adminiſ- 
tration of proper medicines, teſticles that 
had been condemned to extirpation, I have 


een happily ſaved, and a cure effected. 
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only, and the teſticle itſelf is not engaged, a 


tion may affect the albuginea, and deſtroy 
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SECTION II. 


Of the indurated or threatening Schirrous 
of the Teſticle, &c. 


-NFLAMMATIONS and tumors of 
4 theſe parts, ariſing from venereal cauſes, 
are attended in many inſtances with ſerious 
conſequences to the ſufferer. I have ſeen 
not only ſuppuration, or abſceſs, but dropſy, 
mortification, fiſtulous ulcers, calloſities, in- 
durations, termed ſchirrous, which not un- 
frequently is diſpoſed to become cancerous. 
As theſe diſcaſes are differently cifcum- 
ſtanced, different modes of treatment are 
found proper, as well as neceſſary, for their 
relief and cure. | 


The practitoner ought to be as expeditious 
as poſſible in applying his remedies, when 
3 inflam- 
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inflammation of theſe glands take place. 


( BY 


Every man of ſcience knows the means 


generally uſed in theſe caſes. During my 


Practice in the army, and from which J 
always found ſucceſs when regularly at- 
tended to, there never was a ſchirrous 
teſticle in conſequence. —As well as fomen- 
tations medicines, of the cooling kind ſhould 
be adminiſtered. The inſenſible perſpira- 


tion ought to be increaſed largely over the 


whole body, and anodynes ſhould be occa- 
ſionally adminiſtered for the relief of pain, 
and for obtaining placidneſs and balmy reſt. 
But unfortunately for the patient, the prac 


tice is too often, to charge him, as ſoon as 


poſlible, wi:h quickſilver, by rubbing his 
legs, or ſome part of his body, with the 


mercurial ointment. This cuſtom is well 


known to almoſt every country barber ; but 
it is uſed in fo indiſcriminate a manner by 
practitioners of ſome note, that the worſt of 
evils are produced by it. A conſiderable 
enlargement, tenſion, and induration of the 
teſtis itſelf often follows ſuch treatment. I 
ne often found the epididymis, and the 
tunica 


1 


tunica albuginea, upon examination during 
this ſtate, in many inſtances, appear as one 
uniform, ſmooth, ſhining, and diſtended 
body; ſometimes the infectious and venereal 
diſcharge, which preceded the tumour, will 
be found, either in a great meaſure or totally, 
to diſappear. In the courſe of my practice 
I have known it happen, that inflammation 


and tumours of theſe parts have aroſe at the 


termination of a long and dangerous fever; 
it is then to be looked upon as critical; and 
ſuch methods muſt be purſued, as from ex- 
perience we find are moſt likely to promote 
the formation of matter. All cataplaſms, 


encouragers of ſuppuration » ſhould be applied 
as warm as can be poſſibly bore. 


The Peruvian cortex may be employed 
here in a proper form and quantity - with 
uncommon benefit. 


But here I muſt obſerve, that the uſe of 
cataplaſms or emollients are often abuſed 
in ſwellings and hardneſs of the teſticles, 
ariſing from venereal cauſes, though they 
E 2 are 
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beſt conveyed by ſaying, that it is occaſioned 


( 38 ) 
are generally had recourſe to; which me- 


thod of practice uſed fo indiſcriminately, i is, 
in my opinion, attended with evil conſe- 


* 
iz" 4 


QUENCES. 
L have obſerved, that the degree of relax- 
ation they bring on upon the veſſels of the 
teſtes and epididymis, naturally prone to re- 
laxation, increaſes tumefaction, and may 
bring on a ſuppuration, by no means pro- 


per in theſe caſes, it may alſo bring on the 


hydrocele, or watery tumour—hence much 


will depend on the {kill of the practitioner. 


When our internal remedies, and our ex- 


| ternal applications ſeem to fail us, in the 


treatment of a venereal enlargement of theſe 


glands, and not being able to rid them of 
the poiſon by which they became affected, 


the diſeaſe often becomes fixed, a ftoney 


| hardneſs takes place, the epydidimis ſoon 
gets buried in one large flinty maſs, inſen- 
fible to the touch. To define this tumour, 


named ſchirrous, the idea might perhaps be 


by 


8 


69 

by an acrimonious matter, that coagulates, 
inſpiſſates, or dries up the juices of the 
glands in which it may be produced. Theſe 
complaints I have ſeen in different parts of 
man's body, as well as the teſticles, and 
_ eſpecially in the breaſts and womb of wo- 
men. They are, no doubt, produced from 
a corruption of the balſamic and nutritious 
Juices, which are coagulated and hardened 
by means of acrid, faline, and corrofive poi- 
ſons, whether ſcorbutic, venereal, or ſcro= . 
phulous ; this laſt is always the effect of one 
of the former, if not both *. 8 
B42 There 


* Where the unfortunate ſtate of the patient re- 
quires caſtration, from my repeated experience 1 muſt 
recommend to the operating ſurgeon, not to make a 
ligature on the ſpermatic chord, for many lives have 
been loſt on that account; beſides, it is unneceſſary. 
I have proved this in ſeveral inſtances, both in the diſ- 
eaſed teſticle and from gun-ſhot wounds. In the action 
of Brandywine, between the Britiſh and Americans 
laſt war, three ſoldiers of the regiment to which I was 
ſurgeon were ſhot in the teſticles ; one poor fellow loſt 
both, the other two loſt their left one. I here made no 
ligature on the ſpermatic veſſels, having been well con- 

vinced, 


( @ } 


vinced, that the conſequences of this operation are 
often fatal on that account, They all did well, 


1 muſt own I cannot help being much ſurpriſed to 
find, that almoſt all the books written on chirurgical 
operations ſhould recommend the tying up of the ſper- 
matic chord, as eſſentially neceſlary for performing the 
operation of caſtration ; at the ſame time that it is evi- 
WM dent, that the minuteneſs of the veſſels which furniſh 
1 the blood, and the happy point of ſupport, furniſhed by 
1 the os pubis, are ſufficient reaſons to ſecure us againſt a 
hemorrhage. In fine, by not making uſe of a ligature, 
we not only ſecure the patient from the danger which 
might follow, but we likewiſe, free him from the pain 
inſeparable from it, and avoid cutting one of the pillars 
of the ring, which ſametimes cannot be avoided. It is 
ſurpriſing, that Mr. Sharp (who has erected a tribunal. 
in chirurgical matters that has rendered him immortal) 
| ſhould not have remarked, that a ligature on the ſper- 
matic chord, after caſtration, is frequently unneceſlary ; 
he only gives his opinion (ſee his Critical Remarks on 
the preſent State of Surgery, page 144 &c.) that it is 
by no means dangerous. But granting him that, is 
not its being uſeleſs ſufficient to induce practitioners to 
lay it quite aſide ? | 
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SECTION II. I 


o the watery Tumour of the Teſticle, com- 
e monly called Hydrocele. 


* 


HIS diſeaſe is not peculiar to the 
teſticles alone, nor does it always pro- 
ceed from venereal cauſes ; for it is wel! 
known to thoſe converſant in anatomy, that 
the cavities of the thorax, of the pericar= 
dium of the abdomen, and of the cranium, 
are lined with membranes of a compoſition 
reſembling the tunica vaginalis teſtis ; and 
theſe membranes are furniſhed with ſerous 
arteries, for the ſame purpoſes as the tunica 
of the teſticle. 


They are alſo ſuddenly attacked with 
conſiderable extravaſations, proving more or 
leſs inconvenient and dangerous to the af- 
flited ; in a degree proportional to the vio- 
lence of the attack, as well as to the im- 
4 pPortance 


( 42 ) 
portance of the part itſelf. Theſe diſcaſes, 
when properly known and comprehended 
by their peculiar figns, which the man of 
experience will ſoon diſtinguiſh, do often 
admit of conſiderable relief, and frequently 
of an effectual cure from manual operations, 
which J have been an eye-witneſs to, in the 
courſe of an unlimited and extenſive prac- 
tice. To enable the unexperienced, with a 
degree of certainty, to know and diſtinguiſh 
the hydrocele of the tunica vaginalis, from 
every other ſpecies of tumour incident to 
theſe parts, certain rules have been laid 
down by a number of Authors who have 
written on this ſubject; but this may be 
compared to a beautiful landſcape to the 
blind. It is by practice only, a true know- 
ledge of theſe complaints can be learned, 
So that thoſe gentlemen might have as A 
faved themſelves the trouble and time loſt 
in their deſcriptions. This diſeaſe proceeds 
moſt frequently from relaxation, or a. rup- 
ture of ſome few of the adducing lymphatic 
veſſels of the vaginal coat of the teſticle, 
The tumour at firſt is very ſmall, and not 
2 at 


_ : 
at all inconvenient, or troubleſome, during 
ſuch a mild ſtate of the complaint. I have 


ſeen, in ſome conſtitutions, its increaſe 


amazingly ſlow, many years elapſing from 
its origin, before it arrived at that ſize to 
become offenſive or troubleſome ; whilſt in 
other conſtitutions, or where many lym- 


phatics of the adducent or abducent claſs 


are impaired, the circulation becomes inter- 
rupted, the ſwelling increaſes very faſt, and 
becomes, in a few months, ſo large, as to 
oblige the afflicted to ſeek for relief from 
ſurgery. | 


The ſwelling is generally free from pain, 


and there is little inconvenience attending 


it, but ſuch as proceeds from its ſize and 


weight. This freedom from pain may 
readily be accounted for, not merely from a 
want of ſenſibility of the coats of the teſticle 
and ſcrotum, but from the gradual diſten- 
ſion which they have undergone, as well as 
from the gradual preſſure which the tunica 
albuginea has ſuſtained, and their being 
quite free from inflammation at the fame 

time; 


* 1 * 


#4: 
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time; but when it happens, that this diſeaſe 


is ſuddenly brought on, and that an inflam- 
mation and irritation have preceded, and at- 
tend the complaint, the circumſtances are 
greatly altered, and the alteration of circum- 
ſtances ſoon brings on alteration of ſymp- 
toms ; hence ſpeedy aſſiſtance from internal 


and external remedies muſt immediately be 


had recourſe to, as was the caſe of a young 
gentleman wounded with the point of a 
broken foil in fencing, ſtated in Obſervation 
XXIII. In the hydrocele, the teſtis is ſup- 
poſed to be concealed from the touch: this 
may ſometimes poſſibly be the caſe, but it 
will not often prove ſo to the man of expe- 


rience, who is perfectly acquainted with the 


natural and exact ſituation of the teſtis. In 
a large hydrocele of the vaginal coat, the 
penis is contracted ; inſtances of which I 
have often feen, and to ſo great a degree, 
as effectually to bury the penis, leaving 
ſcarcely the leaſt veſtige of its exiſtence. In 
this caſe, much inconvenience in making 
water will be found to ariſe, attended with 


an excoriation of the ſcrotum ; and the ſuf- 
ferer 
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( 45 ) 
ferer in this ſtage of the tumour is rendered 
incapable of procreation. For the tempo- | 

| rary relief of ſome, and the effectual cure of 
} others, who are attacked with ſo trouble- 
| ſome and irkſome a complaint as the hy- 
drocele, is by many ſufferers experienced ta 
be, there are two modes of operating: the 
firſt is termed the palliative method ; the 
ſecond the radical one of treating this diſ- 
eaſe. The palliative method is very expe- 
ditious in its manner, perfectly fimple ; in 
its nature, almoſt void of pain; and for the 
moſt part, requires little or no confine- 
ment : but unfortunately for the patient, 
the diſeaſe too often returns again, and o- 
caſionally demands a repetition of the like 
operation, A ſuperficial dreſſing is all that 
is required to the punctured part of the 
ſcrotum, and a bay-truſs to ſuſpend the 
parts. But the conſequences that follow L 
the radical method, eſſentially differ from 
the palliative. This operation cannot be 
ſucceſsfully done, without it be followed by 
ſome pain, and inflammation to a certain 
degree, which degree is always ſucceeded 

+ by 
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by a greater or leſs degree of a ſymptomatic 
fever, proportional to the violence of pain 
the patient endures, and the ſuddenneſs and 
extenſiveneſs of the inflammation that at- 


tacks the tunics of the teſticle, the teſticle 
itſelf, and the epididymis. 


A perfect adheſion of the vaginal coat, 
and the albuginea of the teſticle, ſhould 
take place to fulfil our intention in this 
operation, by which means the natural ca- 
vity of the tunica vaginalis becomes obli- 


terated. After the operation, that this 


change may be brought gradually and com- 


modiouſly about, a quiet horizontal poſition 


of the body and limbs become highly ne- 
ceſſary an abſtenious flender diet, cooling 
medicines, opium occaſionally, gentle eva- 
cuations, topical emollient fomentations, ſu- 


perficial mild digeſtive ointments, and ſoft 


relaxing cataplaſms, repeated and continued, 


for a greater or leſs length of time, as oc- 


caſion may be found to require, 
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SECTION IV. 
Of the Phymofis and Paraphymofis. 


E uninterrupted ſucceſs of the plan- 
: tain eſſence in the gonorrhcea, has in- 
duced me to make uſe of the ſame remedy 
in diſorders of the penis, known by phy- 
moſis and paraphymoſis; and it has always 
anſwered my expectations. The beſt proof 
I can give of what I advance is, that when 
it is applied in due time, there will never 
be occaſion for to perform the operation. 


It is well known, there are different ſpecies 


of phymoſis: the moſt ſimple conſiſt in an 
inflammation of the prepuce, which gene- 
rally proceeds from the acrimony of the vi- 
rulent matter, which oozes from the canal 
of the urethra in a gonorrhea, and which 
prevents the glans from being diſcovered. 
But there are phymoſis complicated with 


chancres more or leſs malignant, and others 


which 


„„ 
which threaten the penis with an approach- 
ing gangrene. As to the paraphymoſis, no 
one can be ignorant of its meaning, or its 

bad conſequences, although the name is de- 
rived from the Greek, which ſignifies a 
round ligature, and ſo called by Paulus 
Eginita. The violent ſtrangulation which 
it produces, may put a ſtop to the blood in 
its return to the penis, give fiſe to a gan- 
grene, if not a ſuppreſſion of urine, without 
the application of proper remedies. It is 
the beſt practice in caſes of phymoſis, whe- 
ther with chancres or not, to make uſe of 
an injection between the glans and prepuce, 


and there introduce ſtrips of lint moiſtened 


with the plantain eſſence, at the ſame time 
taking care to bathe the penis frequently 
in it. 


By this method of treatment, though 
fimple, the moſt aſtonithing favourable ef- 
fects are produced; which can only be ac- 
counted for, from the united, calming, an- 
tiphlogiſtic, reſolving, and antiſceptic quali- 
ties of this preparation. In the courſe of 
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( 49 ) 
my practice, I have had many gentlemen 
apply to me in caſes of phymoſis, where not 
the leaſt - venereal matter exiſted, but pro- 
ceeding from other cauſes. 


I had two patients lately, one upwards of 

fifty, the other turned of forty, neither of 
whom ever had been afflicted with any ſpe- 

_ cies of venereal during their lives. This 

they declared to me on their honour, and I 

had every reaſon to believe them, for they 

were both gentlemen of ſtrict integrity and 
independent fortunes. They were both =. 
cured by correcting their habit, and produc- 
ing the inſenſible perſpiration of the glans, 
which was completely blocked up. 1 
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No arguments can be fo convincing as 
facts, eſpecially as the mode of treating theſe | 
complaints tends to aboliſh all chirurgical D 
operations, both in the phymoſis and para- | 
phymoſis. It is proper to obſerve in this 
place, that thoſe diſeaſes are not always a _—_ 
ſymptom of an exiſting venereal ; for it 1 
often happens, that they ariſe from other 1 

cauſes; 
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to prevent the patient from making water 
for two days, till relief was procured, 
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(58 3 
OBSERVATION I. 
N officer of the fifth regiment had a 


A very extraordinary phymoſis : the 
glans had retired back almoſt to the root 
of the penis; he ſuffered continued and ex- 
cruciating pains; it was with great diffi- 
culty his urine was diſcharged ; a purulent, 
fœtid matter, produced by chancres, which 
occaſioned the phymoſis, oozed from be- 
tween the prepuce and the glans, and the 
part was threatened with an approaching - 
gangrene. 
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I never ſaw a worſe caſe, and I doubted, for 
ſome time, whether I ſhould not recommend 
the operation without loſs of time: but for- 
tunately for him, by a conſtant and regular 
application of the plantain fomentation, and 
the Peruvian bark internally, aſſiſted by a few 
antimonial medicines, he was relieved from 
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his dangerous ſymptoms in the ſpace of 
twenty days. But he afterwards drank the 
Montpelier apozem for a long 8 by way 


of affe 


OBSERVATION II. 


A YOUNG man, about twenty-four 
years of age, enliſted into the fifth regiment, 
with a view purpoſely to get cured of a 
phymoſis, which he had laboured under 
three years, ariſing from a malignant go- 
norrhœa; he was taken into the hoſpital, 
and ſhortly cured by the uſe of the uſual 
remedies. 


OBSERVATION III. 


A SERJEANT of the fifth regiment 
came to the hoſpital with a conſiderable 
phymoſis, accompanied with many chancres 
about the glans, from whence oozed a 
bloody and corroſive matter. The patient 
ſuffered conſiderably. In four-and-twenty 
hours he found himſelf much relieved by 


the 
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EV 


the plaintain fomentation, reſted as uſual, 


and was perfectly well in leſs than thirty 
days. e 
OBSERVATION IV. 


I SAW a day-labourer who had a ſin- 
oular phymoſis, for which he had applied 


to an apothecary and ſurgeon. Before I 
was called to ſee him, a mortification had 


taken place, which was fortunately ſtopped 


by the bark and fomentation—the prepuce 
and part of the glands ſloughed away, and 


he afterwards got well, with ſome loſs of 
ſubſtance. | 


OBSERVATION V. 


A GENTLEMAN of this city came 
to conſult me laſt year about a phymoſis, 
with which he had been afflicted, at inter- 
vals, for upwards of two years. He was 
the more uneaſy about it, as he would not 
ſubmit to any operation, and was deſirous 
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to be married. I found him to be of a bad 
habit of body, with a ſharp acrimonions 
taint in the fluids—when this was cor- 
rected, and his blood ſweetened, he ſoon got 
perfectly well, to his no ſmall happineſs of 


mind. 


-OBSERVATION VI. 


A GENTLEMAN had a phymoſis, 
with a remarkable hardneſs on the prepuce, 
for which he applied to me, having laboured 
under it near twelve months. He was 


cured by ſweetening his blood and the uſual 
applications, 


OBSERVATION VII. 


A GENTLEMAN was afflicted with a 
phymoſis, accompanied with a ſpermato- 
celle, for a long time, of which he was 

' cured in the ſpace of two months after he 


applied to me. 


OBSER- 


OBSERVATION VIII. 


Extract of a Letter from Mr. GLAU= 


CESTER, Surgeon of his Majeſty Sixty 
fifth Regiment of Foot. 


« I HAVE juſt cured, by the uſe alone 
of the plantain, with a little campho- 


rated ſpirit, a malignant phymoſis, when 
a mortification of the glans was appre- 
hended. The parts were almoſt conſtantly | 


kept bathed in the above liquor. An old 
officer had the penis very much ſwelled, 
and the glans likewiſe, by a phymoſis and a 
number of chancres: the prepuce was black, 
and threatened with a gangrene, notwith- 


ſtanding which, he was cured in thirty days 


by the ule of the plantain eſſence, now and 


then fomenting, and the cortex internally, 
without any operation.“ 
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OBSERVATION IX. 


AN artiſt made application to me, whoſe 
prepuce, glans, and part of the penis, were a 
threatened with a gangrene, ariſing from a 
| phymoſis. I cured him without any ope- 
ration, or even the leaſt icarification, in theſe 
alarming circumſtances. 


OBSERVATION X. 


- A YOUNG man was brought into the 
hoſpital at Chatham garriſon, whoſe pre- 
, puce, glans, and part of the penis, were 
threatened with a mortification, ariſing from 
a paraphymoſis ; he was, at the ſame time, 
afflicted with a malignant fever. His deli- 
rium prevented his ſaying any thing to us 
of the paraphymoſis; but as ſoon as he re- 
covered his ſenſes, he perceived he had an 
involuntary diſcharge of urine. I own I 
was afraid it would not be in my power to 
: fave the part. The prepuce was removed, 
and 


and J ordered clip dipt in a ſolution 
of plantain and opium to be conſtantly ap- 
' plied. In ſeven days, the parts loſt their 
fetid ſtench, the natural moiſture returned, 
many ſloughs ſeparated, and in the ſpace of 
a month, by the uſe of the cortex, &c. his 
cure was complete. 


OBSERVATION Xu 


A GENTLEMAN applied to me for a 
phymoſis, which he had ſuffered for a long 
time. The whole ſurface of the glans 
was covered with chancres ; the inflamma- 
tion had been confiderably increaſed by the 
improper application of white vitriol. This 
was ſoon diſperſed, by the uſe of the uſual 
remedies, and he was ſoon freed from all 
other complaints. | 


OBSERVATION XII. 


A GENTLEMAN, who had a para- 
phymoſis of an enormous ſize, applied to 
F 4 5 me 


1 
me for advice. There was a chancre, which | 
had deſtroyed the frenum, and eat away a 
conſiderable part of the prepuce. There 
was great reaſon to fear a gangrene. He 
was radically cured by the uſual remedies. 


* 


OBSERVATION XIII. 


A GENTLEMAN, upwards of ſixty 
years of age, applied to me for advice in a 
phymoſis, which had more or leſs afflicted 
him for ſeveral years. He declared to me 
he never had a venereal complaint in his 
life. I was well aſſured that his preſent 

ſymptom did not proceed from that cauſe. 
He was perfectly cured by the uſual re- 
medies. 


OBSERVATION XIV. 


I WAS deſired, by an eminent merchant 
of this city, to examine a paraphymoſir, 
- which his fon, about five or ſix years of age, 


had been afflicted with for ſome time. 
| Emollient 


7 


Egmollient cataplaſms had been tried without 
ſacceſs : thoſe of bread and milk had failed ; 
I ordered one prepared with plantain. 


This diſperſed the paraphymoſis in a few 


days time. 


OBSERVATION XV 


Extract of a Letter from Mr, GLav< 
CESTER, Surgeon of his Majeſty's Sixty 
fifth Regiment of Infantry. 


c A SERJEANT of our corps, who 


had, for ſome time, been afflicted with a 
phymoſis, which bid Gefiance to the com- 
mon applications in ſuch caſes. His penis 


was ſo inflated, that it was with difficulty he 


could ſteep it in a common ſize tumbler, 
which was filled with fomentation. He 
was blooded, purged, and put under a courſe 


of mercury; but this treatment only leſſened 
the inflammation. 


Ihe ſurpriſing attachment of the pre- 
puce to the glans, together with an uncom- 
mon 
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mon ſtricture, ſtill remained, Achough he 
had mercury exhibited into the ſyſtem for 
upwards of twenty-one days. His mouth 
became ſore, and he ſpit near three pints a 
day. | 


% Two complaints now attacked him 
ſtill more difficult to ſubdue than the phy- 
moſis; a callous tumour on the border of 
the prepuce, and two ſchirrous chords on 
the glans. This kind of hardneſs often 
aſſumes a cancerous quality, notwithſtand- 
- Ing the moſt regular treatment was ſtill 
apprehenſive of the conſequences—I adopted 
the practice you recommend His prepuce 
was ſoon ſet at liberty, and by the aſſiſtance 

of the apozem his cure was complete.“ 


OBSERVATION XVI. 


A POOR coachman was atta lt with 
a terrible phymoſis in conſequence of a go- 
norrhœa; and having a jealous wife, through 
fear of the violence of her temper, loſt his 
life, The unfortunate man concealed it, 


although 


8620 
although confined to his bed. He was at- 
tended by an apothecary, under the idea f 
a fever. 


* 


His employer deſired Mr. Bromfield and 
me to attend him, but it was too late; a 
mortification had taken place, and ſpread it= 
ſelf as high as his abdomen. He took near 
a pound of bark in three days; but our re- 
medies only put off the evil day a little 
longer. He died on the fifth. 


OBSERVATION XVII. 


MANY years ago, when I was doing 
duty at the Royal Hoſpital at Chatham, a 
Heſſian officer applied to me, labouring 
under a venereal complaint, attended with a 
phymoſis. He was lately arrived from 
New York, and had been attacked in his 
voyage with a gonorrhea. A phymoſis 
coming on, the natural paſſage for the urine 
became blocked up, and it forced itſelf a 


way under the frenum, through prepuce 


and all. i 
In 


(64) 

In this manner he paſſed his urine for 
upwards of fourteen days. I never was 
more aſtoniſhed at ſuch a caſe remaining 
ſtationary, without its ſpreading and de- 
ſtroying him, for he had taken no remedies, 
except ſome purges of calomel, which was 


by no means adapted for his purpoſe. 


Nothing ſaved this gentleman, but the 
unparalleled goodneſs of his conſtitution. 
He was cured, in the ſpace of two months, 
in the uſual way. 


OBSERVATION XVIII. 


A GENTLEMAN came from Norfolk 

to conſult me for a phymoſis, which at- 
tacked him regularly at the ſpring and fall 
of the year :—At theſe periods there iſſued 

a diſcharge of acrimonious matter from the 
glans, ſo as to glue the prepuce in ſuch a 
/ manner, as to make it impoſſible to denude 
it. This gentleman's fluids were highly 
impregnated with a virulent humour. After 


he 


( 63) 
he went through a courſe of ſweeteners, it 
never returned again. 


OBSERVATION XIX. 


A GENTLEMAN, who had been "a 
plagued with a paraphymoſis, applied to me 
for advice. The operation had been per- 
formed about fix months before I ſaw him; 
but when healed, the ſtricture was as bad as 
ever. The hot bath always relieved him 
for the preſent, but it ſoon returned again. 
I examined his urethra with the attracting 
medicated ſound, a deſcription of which 
ſhall be given hereafter. This applied for 
the ſpace of half an hour every day, brought 
away large quantities of acrimonious matter 
from the proſtate gland and the ſurrounding 
parts, which, together with a courſe of 
{weeteners internally, made his cure com- 
plete in the ſpace of two months. 
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OBSERVATION XX. 


A JEW Merchant applied to me for ad- 
vice — he had been for ſome years troubled 
with a callous tightneſs at the -root of the 
penis. He had been circumciſed in his 
youth, and the remaining prepuce became 
ſo attached to the body of the penis, as to 
be immoveable. Whether this was owing 
to the effects of this cuſtomary operation, 
or to his natural bad habit of body, I will 
not pretend to ſay; but I am of opinion, 
it would have been better for him if it had 
not been performed. He had a conſtant, 
diſcharge of purulent matter behind the 
glans — this he was cured of in a few 
months ; but his other ſymptoms he muſt 
bear the remainder of his life. 


OBSER- 


OBSE RVATIO N XXI. 


IN the year 1775» when our * regiment 
lay at Peterborough, James Campion, a 
brave young man, about twenty-four years 
of age, enliſted himſelf. When he was 
brought to me to be paſſed, his right teſticle 
was the ſize of a large cocoa nut, with every 
ſymptom of a confirmed ſchirrous, which had 
exiſted two years, after a ſimple infection. I 
obſerved to him, that it was not a little ſur- 
priſing he ventured to go for a ſoldier. He 
immediately funk with grief, and ſhedding 
tears, not a little affecting, informed me he 
run away from the hoſpital at Leeds, the night 
previous to his being caſtrated by the ſurgeons 
in the morning. I was much affected at his 
narrative, and felt for his condition, Having 
made my report to General Harcourt, who 


* Sixteenth, or Queen's regiment of Light Dragoons, 
with which I was at that time, acting in my profeſſional 
| capacity, 


then 


( 66 ) 
then commanded the corps, and + whoſe 
- goodneſs of heart is not leſs remarkable, 
than his great military atchievements, he 
expreſſed a wiſh for me to admit him into 
the hoſpital, and try my endeavours to cure 
him. This was happily effected in the 
ſpace of two months. He afterwards went 
to America with the regiment, In the for- 
mer editions of my work, this caſe is laid 
down in a very particular manner... 


OBSERVATION XXII. 


A PERSON of great rank in life ap. 
plied to me about two years ago, with re- 
gard to a ſchirrous hardneſs of his right 
teſticle, which he had laboured under four- 
teen months. It came in conſequence of a 
clap ; and what was ſingular, the diſcharge 
{till continued copious. He had uſed mercu- 
rial frictions for ten weeks, with the common 
applications to the part in ſuch caſes, under 
the care of an eminent man, I recommended 
| 4 the 


6 
the extract of the grey nicker, about ten 
grains each day, and a cataplaſm of the 
night-ſhade to the diſeaſed gland, which 


cured him in the ſpace of two months. R 


OBSERVATION XXII 


ABOUT three yeats ago, a young gen- 
tleman fencing at Mr. Reda's ſchool, had a 
foil broke upon him by his antagoniſt ; the 
point of it, before he could recover himſelf 
from his lounge, penetrated through his 
flannel dreſs, and made a contuſion on the 
inferior point of the right teſticle. The ſkin 
was merely ſcratched ; however, in four hours 
time an inflammation came on ſo rapidly, 
as to be the fize of a large cocoa nut before 
bed-time. | 


Being preſent when the accident hap- 
pened, I rendered him every relief poſſible. 
In the ſpace of a week the inflammatory 
ſymptoms were conquered, but a ſurpriſing 
fluctuation of water had gathered in the 

2 80 ms 
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vaginal coat. In a few days more I intro- 
duced a canula, and drew off a pint of clear 

water. His teſticle was ſuſpended. He 
took the bark for ſome time, which effec- 
tually cured him, and he has ever ſince en- 


joyed good health. 


/ 


OBSERVATION XXIV. 


MANY years ago, when I was ſurgeon 
to the military hoſpital at Chatham, I was 
conſulted by a gentleman in the neighbour- 
hood relative to a diſeaſed teſticle. The 
ſwelling was of an enormous ſize. Per- 
ceiving it contained a liquid, I determined, 
with his conſent, to make a puncture. This 
I did on the moſt depending part, and I 
extracted near two pounds of a reddiſh 
liquor. 


I then raiſed it with one hard, and with 
the other examined the ſtate of the ſpermatic 
veſſels, which were ſwelled, but not ſchir- 
rous. Mr. Glauceſter, ſurgeon of the ſixty- 

fifth 


E 
fifth regiment, who alſo attended, was of 
opinion with myſelf, that the. operation 
might be performed with ſafety. He was 
rejoiced at the encouragement we gave him, 

and conſented to have it done next morning, 
if I would undertake it; for he was willing 
to undergo it, from His long- ſuffering, even 
if his life ſhould be in danger. 


Having laid open and diſſected the tu- 
mour, I detached it entirely from the neigh- 
bouring parts and ſpermatic veſſels, which 
I did not tie up, but contented myſelf with 
covering them with dry lint, compreſles, 
and a proper bandage, which was aſſiſted 
very much by the ſervice of Mr. Glauceſter. 
On the third day we took off the upper 
bandages, and on the fifth the remainder 
fell off. In five weeks this gentleman was 
perfectly well. The only inconvenience 
that attended this operation, was a tumefac- 
tion of the ſpermatic veſſels, which was 
remedied in two or three days by the cam- 
phorated fomentation. ; 
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OBSERVATION XXV. 


A RECRUIT was brought to me to 
be paſſed ; he was a robuſt young man, 
about twenty-four years of age ; his right 
teſticle was of an enormous ſize ; previous 
to this he had enliſted himſclf with two re- 
cruiting parties, but the ſurgeons would not 
paſs him, on account of his teſticle, and 
was ih conſequence diſcharged. On exami- 
nation, I found it to be an amazing hydro- 
cele: I introduced a trocar, and drew off a 
pint and half of clear water; his teſticle 
was perfectly found; he had no venereal 
complaint. I kept him in the hoſpital a 

month, where he got perfectly well. He 
remained in the garriſon three months after, 

and there was no return of his complaint. 

He could give no account of his caſe; he 

ſaid he did not remember to have had any 

injury done the part; he afterwards went to 

the Weſt Indies with the Royals. Surgeon 
Young 


55 n 
Young of that regiment, to whom I re- 
ported the caſe, did me the favour to write 


to me from Jamaica, that this man never 


had the leaſt return of his hydrocele; the 


time then elapſed was four years. 


OBSERVATION XXVI. 


A GENTLEMAN of a good conſtitu- 
tion, about thirty years of age, applied to 
me in the utmoſt diſtreſs of mind, on ac- 
count of a conſiderable, indurated, and uni- 
formly ſmooth tumour of one of his teſti- 
cles, with which he had been troubled for 
many months. 


He informed me that he was a married 
man, and had been ſo for the ſpace of a 
year, and that he could not account for the 
cauſe of his complaint. 


There was not the leaſt diſcolouration of 


the ſcrotum, nor had he ever experienced 
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much pain in the part, and this was at un- 
certain intervals. Ne was much caſt down, 
totally deſpairing of any relief, but from the 
extirpation of the part; which operation had 
been ſtrongly recommended to him by an 
experienced ſurgeon of his acquaintance, 
under whoſe care he had been for three 


months. During this time he had freely 


uſed mercurial frictions to the affected part, 
and, at intervals, taken a number of internal 
medicines, but without effect. I was happy 
in this caſe, when I examined minutely into 
the patient's ſymptoms, to afford him great 
conſolation ; for notwithſtanding, to appear- 
ance, the caſe was unfavourable, I by no 
means conſidered it as hopeleſs ; and that if 
at laſt an operation ſhould be found neceſ- 
fary, it might, with as great propriety, be 


done ſome time hence as at preſent, and 


with equal probability of ſucceſs. In the 
interim, he might poſſibly be ſo far relieved, 
as to render it unneceſſary. He immediately 
committed himſelf to my care: I began by 
giving ten grains of the extract of grey 
nicker every night, and the decoction of 


bark 


„ 
bark during the day; a fomentation of 
hemlock to the part, and at intervals a 
cataplaſm applied to the gland. 


For near four months this method was 
purſued; at the end of this time the tu- 
mour was removed, and there remained only 
a ſmall degree of hardneſs of the epididymis. 
This was completely diſperſed by a plaiſter 
of mercury and ſoap. I his gentleman has 
had no return of his complaint, and now 
enjoys a good ſtate of health. 


OBSERVATION XXVII. 


ABOUT four years ago a young gentle- 
man, twenty-two years of age, applied to 
me, in company with his father, for my 
opinion relative to a diſorder in one of his 
teſticles, with which he had been for a great 
while afflicted. 


After having followed, for a conſiderable 


time, the directions of a ſurgeon of emi- 
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„ 
nence, without any effect, he was, in con- 
ſultation, adviſed to part with the teſticle. 
With reluctance it appeared he conſented 


to the propoſition; but when the day was 


appointed for the operation, and the hour 
arrived, every thing being ready for the pur- 
poſe, the young gentleman, on a ſudden, 
was ſo intimidated, that he retracted, and 
would not ſubmit ; his diſtreſs of mind was 
very great, and his father much affected. 
On examination, it was void of pain; no 


diſcolouration of the ſkin, the ſcrotum 
| ſmooth and uniform, but the teſticle hard, 


knotty, and irregular. 


I treated this young gentleman in the 
ſame manner as my patient in the laſt Ob- 
ſervation, and it was attended with the like 
ſucceſs. I was happy to make a cure of 
him in the ſpace of three months, and he 


continues, in every reſpect, perfectly well, 


OBSER- 


C8 1 


OBSERVATION XXVIIL 


WHEN I was in Paris in 1788, Monſ. 
Petit, a celebrated ſurgeon, did me the fa- 
vour to take me to a patient of his under 
cure of a hydrocele. He was a gentleman 
about forty years of age. He had been 
tapped four times in the ſpace of a year. 
After the laſt operation, which was three 
months before I ſaw him, Monſ. Petit let 
a canula, of his own conſtruction, remain in 
the aperture. It was removed every day, 
and the part dreſſed. There had been, at 
intervals, conſiderable diſcharges of water, 
but it could not now accumulate, for it 
run through the aperture as ſoon as col- 
lected. This eminent ſurgeon adopted this 
method, with a view to form an ulcer, to 
penetrate through the vaginal coat, and to 
be kept open till every appearance of a wa- 
tery diſcharge had ceaſed. 


I was 


e 
T was ſtruck with the idea, as it moſt 
undoubtedly is an ingenious one. By pro- 
per applications and internal medicines, 
Monſ. Petit mide a cure of his patient in 
the ſpace of fix months, by keeping this ar- 
tificial fiſtulas ulcer open. 


\ 


Two years ago I was favoured with an 
account of this caſe, and that the treatment 
turned out effectual, not the leaſt collection 
of water having taken place ever ſince. I 
am at preſent treating a gentleman in this 
manner, which I hope will turn out as ſuc- 


ceſsful. 


OBSERVATION XXIX. 


SOME time ago a gentleman applied to 
me for aſſiſtance relative to a waſting of 
His right teſticle : the ſpermatic chord was 
greatly relaxed, ſo much, that this teſticle 
hung near four inches below the other. A 
few months previous to this, it had been 
inflamed and ſwelled by a venereal complaint. 

He 
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He told me he laboured under great debi- 


lity, and though a young man had loſt his 
vigour, I was not without my fears, that 
he was not perfectly fr ee from the virus; 1 
therefore put him under a courſe of {weet= 
eners ; he afterwards took the cortex, and 


by ſtrengthening applications to the part, 


in the ſpace of four months the teſticle be- 


came revived, and he got in every reſpect 
perfectly well. 


OBSERVATION XXX. 


I WAS lately ſent for by a gentleman, 
who was ſuddenly ſeized with an inflam- 
matory {welling near his right groin, attended 


with great pain, which his apothecary, who 


was then attending him for a clap, ſuppoſed 
was a rupture, and would require an opera- 
tion commonly called the bubonocele. On 


examination, it proved to be his teſticle, 


which never had come down from the ab- 


dominal ring. I treated him in the ſame 


manner 
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„ : 
manner as other ſwellings of the teſticles 
in ſimilar caſes, and he very ſoon got well. 
If an operation had been performed here, 


it would have been next thing to murder. 


CHAP. 


C HA 


SECTION I. 


Of the Nature and Properties of the at- 


tracting medicated Sound. 


S I ſhall have frequent occaſion, in 
| the following Sections on the diſeaſes 
of the urethra, to make mention of the 
above application, I ſhall take an oppor- 


tunity in this place to give ſome deſcription 


of it. . % , | 


It is to the Chevalier Gerrard the world 
is indebted for the diſcovery of this admir- 
able compoſition : it is prepared in the form 
of a bougie, and introduced into the urinary 
paſſage much in the ſame manner. It is 
by this preparation we are, now-a-days, 
enabled to form a poſitive concluſion, whe- 
ther 
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ther the patient has a ſound or unſound 
urinary paſſage, after venereal complaints, 
or other cauſes. If introduced into the 
urethra, and remaining there about the ſpace 
of fifteen or twenty minutes, when with- 
drawn, it is common to perceive the puru- 
lent matter attached to it, where that part 
of it comes in contact with the diſeaſed 
glands. This matter is of various colours, 
according to the nature of the malady, ſome- 
times greeniſh, ſometimes of a yellow hue, 
and at others white, which is the mildeſt 
of all; but it not unfrequently happens, 
that the diſcharge from foul ulcers is of a 
ſanguinous caſt. If the urethra is free from 
diſeaſe, no ſuch appearance will ever take 
place, if the medicated ſound was to be con- 
tinued in it ever ſo long ; but ſuch is its 
wonderful property, that if the urethra 15 
in the leaſt diſcaſed in any part of it, from 
the neck of the bladder to the orifice of 
the paſſage, this preparation only, lying in 
the canal for the ſpace of fifteen minutes, 
on drawing it out, will ſhew whether the 
urethra is, or is not, affected. Its intro- 

duction 


E 868] 
duction is a true criterion, to aſcertain he- 


ther or not there are any ulcers in the paſ- 
ſage, or any of the glands diſeaſed. By 


the uſe of it about twenty or thirty minutes 


a day, for the ſpace of three months, I have 


known the moſt obſtinate habitual ſtran- 


guaries cured, which had for years baffled 


the efforts of the molt eminent in the heal- 
ing act. The medicines taken internally 


' were the extract of grey niker, and now and 


then the wolf's bane. Theſe cures were 
performed by the property of the ſound, in 
attracting the virulent ſtimulating matter 
from the proſtate glands. During the firſt 
month, the diſcharge was of a yellow caſt, 
mixed with green; it afterwards becomes 
of a white caſt, gets milder and milder, till 
a cure is performed. This medicated found 
is alſo endued with the property of melting 
or diſſolving colloſities in the urinary canal, 


without giving the leaſt pain to the ſufferer. 


Its quality, in attracting purulent matter 


from any diſeaſed part of the utethra, is 
wonderful, as it is viſible to the eye on ex- 


tracting 
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tracting it; for whatever part of the urethra 
is diſeaſed, that part of the ſound which comes 
in contact with it digeſts it, and on being 


extracted, is covered with the diflolved ſub- 


ſtance. Hence, by a regular application of 
the medicated ſound, the moſt happy ef- 
fects are produced, not only in curing thoſe 
complaints of the urethra, where they ac- 
tually exiſt; but its introduction for a few 
minutes is a ſure criterion, whether any of 
thoſe parts are in the leaſt diſeaſed, which 
mult always afford the patient comfort and 
ſatisfaction. Beſides the introduction of it, 
and continuance in the urethra, is attended 
with no kind of pain whatſoever, its action 
upon the diſeaſed part being inſenſible. 


SECTION 


=. 


SECTION II. 


On the Diſorders of the Urimary 
Paſſage. 


T HE frequent diſeaſes of the urethra to 
be met with in practice, the difficulty 
of aſcertaining the particular ſeat and real 
cauſes of them, the dangers that attend, and 
numerous obſtacles that occur, in a treat- 
ment which is methodical, render an account 
of them a very eſſential part of the hiſtory 
of venereal complaints, and deſerve the moſt 
ſerious attention of practitioners. The an- 
cient profeſſors of ſurgery, and the art of 
healing, were but little acquainted with this 
ſubject; and the moderns, notwithſtanding 
the light which they muſt have acquired, 
by the great diſcoveries and improvements 
made in the animal economy, afferd no 
great ſatisfaftion. Guided by experience, I 
have ſtudied theſe diſeaſes with uncommon 
N H appli- 


(% ) 
application; I have eagerly ſeized every op- 
portunity to become acquainted with their 
nature, their ſymptoms, and their various 
appearances. 


I am happy to fay, that a practice of a 
ſeries of years has enabled me to form true 
and accurate ideas of theſe diſorders. To 
be thoroughly convinced that the diſeaſes 
of the urethra have been treated with too 
much brevity, ambiguity, or obſcurity, we 
need only read what hitherto has been pub- 
liſhed on the ſubject. To avoid theſe faults, 
I have endeavoured to conſider theſe diſ- 
eaſes in every light of which they are ſu- 
ſceptible. In all my inveſtigations, I have 
conſulted nature herſelf; the baſis of the 
obſervations that compoſe the body of this 
work. We will always run leſs riſk of 
being bewildered in our purfuits, when we 
follow the path pointed out by her. 


Several phyſicians and ſurgeons, little ac- 
quainted with the diſorders of the urethra, 
give the improper name of carnoſities to 

2 every 
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every protuberance, which form the in- 
ternal - ſides of the tube, projects into its 
cavity, and there forms obſtructions, that 
prevent or retard, more or leſs, the diſcharge 
of the urine. This name, far from explain=- 
ing the nature of the diſeaſe, can only create 
a confuſion of ideas, and throw freſh ob- 
ſcurity on a ſubject already involved in too 
much darkneſs. In the early part of my 
life, when I was young in experience, I 
will candidly own, that I laboured under 
this error in judgment ; but the frequent 
opportunities J have had of practice upon 
the living, and examining minutely the diſ- 
eaſed urethras, after death has long con- 
vinced me of the falſity of this ſuppoſition. 


The word carnoſity conſidered in its ety- 
mology, means nothing more than a fleſhy 
excreſcence, or a protuberance, formed by 
proud fleſh. Now has it ever been demon- 
ſtrated, that there is in the urethra any one 
fleſhy part from which theſe excreſcences can 
ariſe? It is therefore certain, that carnoſities of 


che urethra, to ſpeak according to the rigour 
H 2 of 


YL 
of the term, which ſhould always be done 
in medical and chirurgical enquiries, have 
no real exiſtence. But to take the word in 
the meaning which it is uſed by theſe au- 
thors, they are ſtill guilty of an error, when 
they aſſert, that carnoſities form all the ob- 
ſtructions which choak the urinary paſſage. 


Some of the moderns, more learned than 
the ancients, and the major part of their 
cotemporaries, aſſign different cauſes of ob- 
ſtructions in the urethra, but no one of 
them has favoured us with a clear, accurate, 
and methodical detail on this ſubject. I 
will endeayour to ſupply this defe&, by lay- 
ing down five different kinds of obſtructions, 
formed in the internal parts of the urethra. 
The firſt I ſhall call a ſwelling of the 
ſpungy ſubſtance of the urethra, which 
ſtretches into the cavity of this paſſage. But 
not to depart entirely from the ideas and 
terms of our ancient, and a number of our 
modern writers, I ſhall call this ſpecies of 
obſtruction by the name of ſpungy carnoſi- 
ties. The ſecond is a tumour of the different 
glands 


(97 ) 
glands of the urethra and the proſtate gland. 
The third an exceſſive dilitation of the veſ- 
ſels, which compoſe the membrane, with 
which that tube is lined. The fourth, the 
turgid edges of ulcers formed therein, and 
ſcars left by theſe ulcers. Fifth, the liga- 
ments of the internal membrane of the ure- 


thra. 


SECTION III. 


Of Obſtruttions of the Urethra, commonly 
called Spungy Carngſities. 


HE firſt of the five ſpecies of obſtruc- 

tion which I mentioned in the pre- 
ceding Chapter, is a ſwelling of the ſpungy 
ſubſtance of the urethra, which ſtretches 
into thecavity of this paſſage, and, as I ſaid 
before, not to depart entiiely from the idea 
and term given it by the generality of 
| „ writers 


( 88 ) 
writers on this ſubject, let it be underfiood 
as a ſpungy carnoſity. 


The knowledge of anatomy enlightens 
our mind with regard to the true nature of 
the urinary tube, and teaches us, that the 

| thickneſs of it, almoſt from one end to the 

other, is formed by a ſpungy ſubſtance, that 

is, by the continuity of numberleſs little 

cells communicating with one another ; 

that this ſpungy ſubſtance is lodged between 

two membranes, one of which forms the 

convexity, the other the concavity, of the 
urethra : that this concavity is lined with a 
thin membrane, very ſuſceptible of exten- 
fion ; that the firſt part of the urethra is 
merely membranous, and apparently a con- 
tinuation of the coats of the bladder; that 
it ſinks into niches all along the upper ſur- 
face of the proſtate, to which it is cloſely 

joined and adheres; that from the bottom 
of the cavity of the urinary tube in this 
part there ariſes an eminence, called veru- 
montanum, that the canal, in ſtretching it- 
ſelf out, forms a ſecond eminence, which 


Cooper 
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Cooper calls the bulb of the urethra ; that 
the ſpungy ſubſtance, when it ſeparates from 
the bulb, grows thiner, and entirely environs 


the urinary tube, which it accompanies to 
the gland, where this ſame ſpungy ſub. 


ſtance becomes much larger, hat the little 


cells, the aſſemblage of which forms the 
ſpungy ſubſtance, always contain a larger 
or ſmaller quantity of blood. Laſtly, That 
as theſe cells are inflated, the diſtenſion of 
the membranes of the urethra, and eſpecially 
of that which lines the inſide of that tube, 
becomes more conſiderable. Let us ſup- 
poſe, that in a healthy ſtate, the action of 
the ſpungy ſubſtance of the urethra on the 
membrane that lines its inſide, and the re- 
fiſtance of this membrane, are equal. This 
equality of powers is a neceſſary conſe- 


quence of the general laws of motion, to 


which every part of the animal economy 
is ſubject; they only remain invariably in 
the ſituation aſſigned them by nature, be- 
cauſe detained by oppoſite but equal powers. 
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But this is very different, when the 
urinary tube is in an unnatural ſtate. When- 
ever the internal membrane of this paſſage 

is weakened to a certain degree, then the 
| ſpungy ſubſtance, which correſponds to the 
weak part, fixes there, acts againſt fibres too 
weak to reſiſt, dilates, lengthens, and forces 
them into the cavity of the tube ; whence 
ariſes a tumour, to be underſtood as a ſpungy 
carnoſity. Anxious to make my idea on 
this complaint as clear as poſſible, I ſhall 
have recourſe to the analogy of an aneu- 
riſm. 5 


This ſwelling of an artery is produced 
by ſuch cauſes as weakens the reſiſtance of 
the membranes of it, either by inciſion or 
corroſion, or ſome diſeaſe of the blood veſſel 
itſelf. 


Hence the ſanguinous fluid is hurried to 
the part where the ſpring is relaxed, dilates 
it, and occaſions an aneuriſmal tumour. 


Thus 
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Thus the inward coat of the membrane 

of the urethra, when acted upon, is not al- 
ways able to reſiſt the preſſure of the ex- 
ternal coat on the intermediate cavity; 
whence ariſes a tumour on the inſide. The 
analogy is the more perfect, as the progreſs 
of a carnoſity is as inſenſible as that of an 
ancuriſm. The progreſs of both may be 
retarded by a well- directed compreſſion, 
but neither can be totally prevented or de- 
ſtroyed. When we reflect on the fine tex- 
ture of the membrane, which lines the in- 
ſide of the urethra, this mode of accounting 
for theſe complaints muſt, in my opinion, 
appear, on a little reflection, in a very clear 
light; on the want of a fixed point of ſup- 
port on the ſide of the cavity of it; on the 
number of cauſes which may weaken its 
fibres, ſuch as ſcars, or old ulcers; and on 
the facility with which the ſpungy ſub- 
ſtance is unfolded and dilated. 


And theſe obſervations are ſupported by 
ſuch a number of proofs in the diſſections 
I have made, which is indeed the only evi- 

| dence 


„ 

dence that can be obtained, in caſes of this 
nature, which does not admit of the teſti- 
mony of our ſenſes. When we confider the 
firſt cauſes of carnoſities, and other com- 
plaints of the urethra, it requires but little 
penetration to ſee, that they are occaſioned 
by obſtinate venereal runnings, or by a me- 
thod of cure which confines the venereal 
matter, which is always the grand object of 

an able practitioner to expel. | 
In ſuch circumſtances 1s it poſſible, that 
the interior membrane of the urethra, ſo 
extremely thin and delicate in its texture, 
ſhould be ulcerated, ſprinkled, wetted, and 
penetrated, for a length of time, with a 
ſharp, virulent, putrid liquor, making a 
continual impreſſion on the ſurrounding 
fibres, without affecting and weakening the 
parts, eſpecially where the virus has long 
been confined ? In theſe places the little 
cells of the ſpungy ſubſtance, finding but 
little reſiſtance to their expanſion, will make 
their way into the cavity of the urethra ; 
and by dilating ſome part of the interior 
| : mem- 
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membrane, will form little membranous 
receptacles, which will be filled with a 
ſpungy ſubſtance; while the convexity ſinks, 


more or leſs, into the cavity of the tube. 
This method of accounting for this com- 


plaint appears to be the moſt plauſible, as 


well as practical to me, that can poſſibly be 
given of venereal ſpungy carnoſities. Prior 
to the diſcovery of the attracting medi- 
cated ſound, (the remedy deſcribed in the 
firſt Section of this Chapter) the moſt ef- 
fectual method in uſe was the introduction 
of bougies of various compoſitions into the 
urethra; and being wore for ſome time, 


great eaſe was often given to the patient: 


but the cure was only palliative; the ſymp- 
toms ſoon returned, and the bougies never 


effected a radical cure. However, they mi- 


tigated the ſymptoms for a conſiderable 
time, and procured a freer diſcharge of 
urine. Theſe effects muſt be aſcribed to 
the weight of the ſolid body, which preſ- 
ſing upon the carnoſities, flattened and re- 
auced their bulk. Theſe tumours, there- 
fore, mult be of ſuch a nature, as to yield 

to 
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dence that can be obtained; in caſes. of this 
nature, which does not admit of the teſti- 
mony of our ſenſes. When we confider the 
firſt cavſes of carnoſities, and other com- 
plaints of the urethra, it requires but little 
penetration to ſee, that they are occaſioned 
by obſtinate venereal runnings, or by a me- 
thod of cure which confines the venereal 
matter, which is always the grand object of 
an able practitioner to expel. | 
In ſuch circumſtances 1s it poſſible, that 
the interior membrane of the urethra, ſa 
extremely thin and delicate in its texture, 
ſhould be ulcerated, ſprinkled, wetted, and 
penetrated, for a length of time, with a 
ſharp, virulent, putrid liquor, making a 
continual impreſſion on the ſurrounding 
fibres, without affecting and weakening the 
parts, eſpecially where the virus has long 
been confined ? In theſe places the little 
cells of the ſpungy ſubſtance, finding but 
little reſiſtance to their expanſion, will make 
their way into the cavity of the urethra ; 
and by dilating ſome part of the interior 
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membrane, will form little membranous 
receptacles, which will be filled with a 
more or leſs, into the cavity of the tube. 
This method of accounting for this com- 


plaint appears to be the moſt plauſible, as 


well as practical to me, that can poſſibly be 
given of venereal ſpungy carnoſities. Prior 
to the diſcovery of the attracting medi- 
cated ſound, (the remedy deſcribed in the 
firſt Section of this Chapter) the moſt ef- 
fectual method in uſe was the introduction 
of bougies of various compoſitions into the 
urethra; and being wore for ſome time, 
great eaſe was often given to the patient : 


but the cure was only palliative; the ſymp- 
toms ſoon returned, and the bougies never 
effected a radical cure. However, they mi- 
tigated the ſymptoms for a conſiderable 


time, and procured a freer diſcharge of 


urine. Theſe effects muſt be aſcribed to 


the weight of the ſolid body, which preſ- 
ſing upon the carnoſities, flattened and re- 
duced their bulk. Theſe tumours, there- 
fore, {t be of ſuch a nature, as to yield 

to 


ſpungy ſubſtance; while the convexity ſinks, | 
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to the preſſure of a hard body, a quality 


very obſervable in ſpungy carnoſities. 


What, in reality, can be more natural, 


than to ſuppoſe, that ſpungy globules, co- 
vercd with a thin membrane, ſhould eaſily 


yield under the preſſure of a ſolid - body? 


Thus we may eaſily explain all the phæno- 
mena which accompanied the method of 
cure by bougies in general, and account for 
the ſudden removal of the ſymptoms with 


which theſe complaints are frequently at- 
tended. 


But the conſtant return of the malady, 


which I have obſerved on intermitting the 


uſe of the common bougies, affords a de- 
monſtrable proof of the exiſtence of theſe 
ſpungy elaſtic tumours. It is true, they 
had yielded to the preſſure of the ſolid body; 
the little ſpungy cells had retired into their 
natural ſituation ; the membrane that co- 
vered them was ſunk ; the bougie repeatedly 
applied and held in the paſſage, had effec- 
tually compreſſed their remains; hence pre- 
ſent. 
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ſent eaſe was given, and the patient made 


happy of having a radical cure: but a little 


exceſs afterwards diſa ppointed him in n this 
fond aſl urance. 


Accidental cauſes not unfrequently con- 
tribute to the rarefaction of the blood, ac- 
celerate the velocity of its motion towards 
the ſpungy ſubſtance of the urethra, or in- 
creaſe its volume. From this moment the 
little cells are dilated, and forces the weak 
membrane into the cavity of the tube, enters 
the urethra again with it, and reproduces 
the ſpungy tumour. 


Such is the courſe of natural cauſes, 
which the man of ſcience can never miſ- 


The number of dead bodies, which I 
have diſſected, whoſe urinary paſſages, to 
the day of their death, had been troubled 
with theſe ſpungy carnoſities, has long 


given me a politive proof of the true nature 
of them. 


I have 
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I have ſometimes been ſurprized in ſome 
urethras, that I have opened after death, to 
find not the leaſt remains of tumour or ob- 
ſtruction in the paſſage, which could have 
given occaſion to the ſymptoms I have ob- 
ſerved during their life. 


n a little ets ſoon removed 
my ſurprize. It is very evident, that while 
the patient is alive, the blood continually 
impelled towards the ſpungy ſubſtance: of 
the urethra, enters the little cells which 
forms the internal ſubſtance of the carno- 
ities, more or leſs diſtended ; but at the 
approach of death, the circulation of the 
blood decreaſing gradually, and the vital 
powers which gave motion to the fluids 
being weakened, the little cells are naturally 
emptied, ſunk by their own weight, and re- 
turned into their natural ſituation. But 
here I beg to be underſtood, that this diſap- 
pearance can only happen where theſe tu- 
mours are of ſhort duration: for when the 
matter has gathered for ſome time into the 
little cells of he carnoſities, it gets thick 

and 


6 
and hard, and cannot be radically diſſolved, 
without the application of the attracting 
medicated ſou dw. 


The reaſons I have aſſigned as the grounds 

of my opinion, on the formation of ſpungy 
carnoſities in the urethra, overthrow the 
ſyſtem of thoſe who rank in the claſs of 
carnoſities, ſchirrous glands of the urethra, 
hardened ſcars, and callous borders of ulcers 
in the parts. Theſe are certainly obſtruc- 
tions formed in the urethra; but there is, 
as I ſhall make appear hereafter, an eſſential 
difference between them and the ſpungy 
earnoſities, which make the ſubject of this 
Section. I ſhall therefore proceed to a 
more intereſting detail. 


Every praQtitioner muſt have obſerved 


frequent variations in the volume of carno- 
ſities in the urethra. 


They are ſometimes extremely ſmall, 
ſometimes of a moderate ſize, and at other 
times ſo very large, that they entirely ob- 
7 {ſtruct 
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ſtruct the paſſage. This difference of ſize 
is owing to the greater or leſs quantity of 
ſpungy ſubſtance that enters it. In a pam- 
phlet I publiſhed a few years ago, I quoted 
an obſervation ſo ſingular, that it would 
ſcarce have obtained any credit, if I had not 
received it from an author, whoſe great can- 
dour and profeſſional talents had placed him 
out of the reach of every ſuſpicion. This 
obſervation contained an account of a car- 
noſity, which, according to the late Profeſſor 
Cleghorn, of the college of Dublin, ſome- 
times ſtretched to ſuch a length, that it ap- 
peared out of the urethra. The patient was 
a Serjeant in the twenty-ſecond regimens of 
foot, to which the learned Profeſſor was 
then Surgeon. When it happened out of 
the urethra, Mr. Cleghorn told me he uſed 
to cut it off. This was a ſpecies of carno- 
ſity of a very ſingular nature. Sometimes a + 
ſingle carnoſity obſtructs the urethra, at other 
times ſeveral concur to produce this effect. 
I have ſeen patients, in whom the whole 
paſſage was crouded with them ; where 


there are many, they are either ſet very 
thick, 


„ 

thick, and heaped together, or form a line 
at ſome diſtance from each other. Spungy 
carnoſities may ariſe indiſcriminately in any 
part of the urinary paſſage, experience has 
convinced me, that they are generally ſeated 
in the foſſie navicularis, towards the lower 
end of the bulb of the urethra, near the 
verumantanum, yet they are not unfre- 
quently to be found in the membraneous 
part of the urethra, which lies along the 
proſtate gland, 


Some of theſe complaints are recent, and 
others of longer ſtanding : the firſt is owing 
(as before obſerved) to an inflation of the 
ſpungy ſubſtance, forced, with its mem- 
branous cover, into the cavity of the ure- 
thra ; they are ſoft, flexible, and ſuſceptible 
of reſolution ; the others are more or leſs 
hard, callous, and if capable of reſolution, 
it requires a length of time, and a well 
adapted application to the part. 


The blood contained in the ſpungy ſub- 
ſtance in recent carnoſi ties, is ſtill in a ſtate 
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of fluidity, and the little membranes, of 
which they are compoſed, are nearly as ſup- 
ple as ever: but, on the other hand, in car- 
noſities of a long date, the blood is thick- 
ened, fixed, and hardened ; the ſolid parts 


adhere firmly, are dried, and have loſt their 


flexibility. 


Theſe complaints, like many others in- 
cident to the human body, have their courſe. 
At firſt the patient ſcarce knows he is at- 
tacked : the progreſs of the tumour may be 
remarkably flow or rapid ; when it begins 
to fix itſelf, the patient's fears are then 


awakened, and he begins to feel ſome of 


thoſe alarming ſymptoms of which I mean 
to give a detail. 


The venereal poiſon is certainly the moſt 
common cauſe of theſe diſeaſes in the ure- 
thra : they often follow claps of a bad ſort, 
when ſtubborn, neglected, or ill-managed ; 
or ill-treated ulcers of the paſſage. They 
ſometimes do not appear till ſeveral years 


after the venereal poiſon is apparently done 
away; 
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away; at other times they make their at- 


tack much ſooner; ſometimes I have known 
them to accompany the venereal diſeaſe it- 
ſelf; they muſt then both be. treated at the 
ſame time, which renders the caſe compli- 


cated; but we are by no means always to 


conclude, that the cauſes of obſtructions in 
the urethra are always venereal. Such a 
concluſion can only be dictated by igno- 
rance, or an ungenerous motive, 


I have often been called to patients 
who were troubled with carnoſities in the 
urethra, though they had never had the ve- 


nereal diſeaſe; and indeed nothing more is 


required to produce them, than a reſiſtance 
of any part of the internal membrane of the 
urethra, unequal to the preſſure of the ſpungy 
ſubſtance corteſponding to it. 


The internal application of the attracting 


medicated ſound to the urethra, is the true 


method to aſcertain the exiſtence of carno- 
fities; their number, ſize, and ſituation, 
may be exactly known by this application. 
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The practitioner will be able to diſcover 
their cauſes, by attending to the account 


the patient gives him, and by informing 


himſelf whether he ever had, or now has, 


any degree of the venereal diſeaſe upon him. 


It will be eaſy to conclude from the effects, 
that the urinary paſſage cannot be con- 


tracted by carnoſities, without bringing on 


ſymptoms proportionably violent. Patients, 
who labour under theſe complaints, are 
often troubled with a difficulty in making 
water, accompanied with heat and ſharp 
pains; their urine is often muddy, red, 
ſometimes bloody, thick, and frequently 
depoſits a ſediment, which might be miſ- 


taken for purulent matter; the bladder con- 


tains a mucus, which the patient cannot 
get rid of, without as many efforts as if he 
had the ſtone. 


He is ſometimes troubled with a con- 


tinual inclination to make water, while a few 


drops only come from him. A loſs of the 


retentive faculty is often the conſequence of 


obſtructions ſeated near the neck of the 
bladder, 
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bladder, unleſs a proper application is made 


to the diſeaſed part, with the uſe of internal 
remedies. 0 


Theſe patients frequently let fall ſome 
drops which ſpoil the linen ; and this is 
always the caſe, when more carnoſities than 
one are placed at certain diſtances from each 
other. Sometimes the urine, carried beyond 


the ſphincter of the bladder, but there con- 


fined by carnoſities, preſſes on the ſides of 


the canal, and opens a new paſſage, and oc- 
caſions fiſtulas. The moſt dreadful conſe- 
quences of this complaint, when not pro- 
perly attended to, is a total ſuppreſſion of 
urine; and then the urinary paſſage be- 
comes ſometimes ſo ſhut, as to bid defiance 


to the introduction of every inſtrument for 


relief 8 


When this is the caſe, nothing remains 


now for the ſafety of the patient but the 


Tran in perinæo; and this operation 
is a forlorn hope: but as death is now quite 


inevitable, it ought to be periormed at any 
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( 104 ) 
rate to give him a chance *; for as the 
urine cannot paſs through the common 


duct, it lodges in the cavity of the bladder, 


accumulates, dilates the ſides, acquires a 


violent degree of ſharpneſs, irritates and 


wounds the internal membrane, and cauſes 
an inflammation, which muſt ſoon end in a 
mortification. To all this muſt be added 


the reflux of the urine into the maſs of 


blood, in caſe the unhappy ſufferer ſhould 
be able, for a ſhort time, to bear with the 
diſeaſe, Nothing leſs than an accurate 
knowledge of the nature of theſe complaints 
in the urethra, and a particular attention to 
every ſymptom, however {light in appear- 
ance, can enable the ſurgeon to form a well 
grounded judgment on the poſſibility of the 
cure, of the duration of the diſeaſe, or the 
accidents which may probably attend its 
progreſs. Hence we may conclude, that 
the earlier an application is made for 
relief, happy will it be for the patient. 


* We may then ſay with the Poet, 
« Thus far we have done our duty, 
© The reſt we leave to Heaven, 


This 


t 


iss 
This ſhould be done whenever he finds the 
leaſt ſuſpicious ſymptom in the urinary tube. 
Serious conſequences may then be prevented 
—or perhaps ſpinning out a miſerable ex- 
iſtence. 
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OBSERVATION XXXI. 


On a Dyſury, with Excreſcences in the 
. LUretbra. 
1785. 

IN the year 1784, a gentleman came 
from Norfolk to conſult me relative to a 
dyſury, and other affections of the urethra, 
which had cruelly tormented him for ſe- 
veral years, the conſequence of repeated go- 
norrhœas, which he had never been able to 
get rid of, He had conſtantly a purulent diſ- 
charge from the urethra, and his dyſury fre- 
quently degenerated into a total ſuppreſſion, 
which was, as is cuſtomary, attended with 
a violent fever, great reſtleſſneſs, tenſion of 
the lower belly, a reflux of urine, which 
occaſioned faintneſs, and ſometimes vomit- 
ing, with a lethargic diſpoſition ; at others 
a delirium, and many other ſymptoms, 
which expoſed the patient to imminent 
danger. I believe his youth and a good 
conſtitution, ſaved his life; but it would 
be great raſhneſs to depend always upon 
con- 


( :3197 \4 | 
theſe. The firſt excreſcences, which was 
flat and Jong, was ſituated near the mid- 
dle of the urethra; the other near the 
verumontanum, which was ulcerated, and 
ſupplied the virulent diſcharge, which he 
had never been able to get rid of before his 
application to me. A few years after I met 
with this gentleman in Paris, in the enjoy- 
ment of that health which I had the hap- 


pineſs to procure him. 


OBSERVATION XXXII. 


On a Difficulty of making Urine, with a 
diſeaſed Bladder. 


A GENTLEMAN, turned of fifty years, 
made application to me in 1784, having 
been troubled many years with a great diffi- 
culty 11 making water ; he had a virulent 
diſcharge, the remains of an old gonorrhœa, 
and a frequent provocation to urine, The 
two firſt complaints, which were owing to 
two carnolitics ſituated near the verumonta- 
num, he was cured of in the ſpace of two 

months, 


( 
months, by the application of the ſound and 
the extract of the nicker and aconjte—but 
his frequent inclination to make water, | 
which I diſcovered afterwards, proceeded 


from a diſeaſed bladder, remained in ſpite of 
all my ſkill. 


OBSERVATION XXXIIIL 


On a painful Tenfion of the Urethra, from 
the Neck of the Bladder to the Glans. 


A GENTLEMAN conſulted me in the 
year 1785, who, after having been appa- 
rently cured of an obſtinate virulent run- 
ning, in about a year after was attacked 
with a frequent irritation to make water, 
which deprived him completely of the en- 
Joyments of life. The urine was attended 
with a ſharp ſenſation of pain, and a violent 
tenſion ſucceeded it from the neck of the 
bladder to the orifice of the paſſage. His 
water was ſometimes muddy and fœtid; he 
was a temperate liver, having drank nothing 
ſtronger than ſmall beer for a long time. I 

found 


(109 
found in his urethra an ulcer and fungus ex- 
creſcences, that were flat and long, between 
the excretory ducts of the ſeminal veſſels, and 
thoſe of Cowper's glands. The ſound was 
applied at intervals for near three months, 
which brought away prodigious quantities 
of fœtid ſanies matter attacned to it after 
every application. This gentleman was fo 
fortunate as to be reſtored to his priſtine 


health, and to return to his uſual way of 
lite, 


OBSERVATION XXXIV. 


On a Suppreſſion of Urine, attended with 
the uſual Symptoms. | 

1785. 

A COUNTRY Gentleman, who had 
laboured under a gonorrhea upwards of 
eight months, and whuſe cure was attempted 
by internal mercurials, was attacked three 
times with a ſuppreſſion of urine. He came 
to town for my advice. I found it was 
occaſioned by a ſwelling of ſpungy fleſh, 
ſituated in the middle of the paſſage, and 
Was 


( 110 ) 
was the effect of his gonorrhœa. It en- 
tirely gave way to the application of the 
ſound. The remains of his gonorrhœa was 
| afterwards ſoon cured by the injection. 


OBSERVATION XXXV. 
On a Urethral Complaint. 
1 „ 1785. 
A COMMERCIAL Gentleman com- 
plained to me of a pricking pain within the 
urethra, and a very painful eruption on the 
right ſide of the root of the penis. te had 
uſed a number of remedies to no purpoſe; 
he did not look upon them as the conſe- 
quence of an old gonorrhœa, which had 
been prematurely ſtopped by the uſe of in- 
jections; but having demonſtrated to him 
that there was an ulcer in the urethra, oppo- 
fite exactly to the eruption and pricking 


pain, he put himſelf under my care, and 
was cured in two months. 


OBSER- 


OBSERVATION XXXVI. 


An obtuſe Pain in the Urethra, with the 
Urine ſometimes forked, | 
1785. 
A GENTLEMAN of a melancholy 
diſpoſition had taken a large quantity of 
mercury, for an infection he imagined him- 
ſelf to labour under, on account of ſome 
wandering pains throughout his body, and 
ſome other little complaints, which came 
on after a gonorrhea, which ſeemed to have 


been cured long ago. When he applied to 


me, he complained only of an obtuſe pain 
now and then in the urethra, and his urine 


frequently came away forked. I found 


three ſordid ulcers: the firſt in the beginning 
of the paſſage, the ſecond in the muddle, 
and the third on the excretory ducts of the 
ſeminal veſſels. They were all healed in 
the ſpace two months. He afterwards en- 
joyed perfect health, being entirely freed 
from the gloomy melancholy which had 1o 
long afflicted him. 1 

oOkBSER. 
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OBSERVATION XXXVII. 

On Carngſities of the Canal, which were not 
| owing to any Venereal Cauſe. 

223; i 176. 
I MET with a country gentleman, who, 
for the laſt ſeven years, had been troubled 
with carnoſities in the urethra, which were 
Not owing to any venereal cauſe, He made 
uſe of the attracting medicated ſound for 
three months, which had the dt ſired effect. 
In the courſe of a long practice I have met 
with the like caſes, where there was not 


the leaſt reaſon to ſuſpect the cauſe above- 
mentioned. b 


OBSERVATION XXXVIII. 


On a Swelling of the Perinæum of the Size 
of a ſmall Egg, and Carngſities in the 
Urinary Canal, 
VDV 
* MR. BROMFIELD accompanied me 

to ſee an elderly gentleman, who had, for 


* The late William Bromfield, Eſq. of Conduit- 
ſtreet, who, with brilliant talents in his profeſſion, 
blended the character of a gentleman, and whoſe loſs to 
ſociety will be long regretted, 


about 


a 

about ſix months, been troubled with a 
ſwelling on the perinæum of the ſize of a 
ſmall egg, and with carnoſities in the ure- 
thra, which had frequently occaſioned a re- 
tention of urine. Several of the profeſſion 
had endeavoured to remove the ſwelling. 
He applied to me for advice. Mr. Brom- 
field coincided with me in opinion, to 
apply the ſound, with a view to diſſolve 
the carnoſities, and a cataplaſm of hem 
lock three times a day to the tumour. In 
about two months he was cured of both, 
though the ſwelling was fo indurated, that 
it really had every appearance of a ſchirrous. 
I have often met with very conſiderable tu- 
mours of this kind, which I have been 
obliged to attack internally, to correct the 
habit, as well as external applications *. 


OBSER- 


* Theſe tumours are leſs dangerous than ſwellings of 

. the proſtate gland. T have always declined the uſe 
of thoſe applications which tend to ſuppurate the matter. 
A tumour of the proſtate gland is one of the moſt cri- 
tical and dangerous complaints of the urethra ; the cure 

| will 


4 


OBSERVATION XXXIX. 


On a purulent Abſeeſs of the proſtate Gland. 
\ : 1786. 


T WAS ſent for by Mr. Inman, an emi- 
nent ſurgeon at Colcheſter, to viſit a gen- 
tleman who had a purulent gathering in the 
proſtate gland, from whence the ſuppura- 
tion ſpread itſelf into the neighbouring 
parts, viz. the fundament and perinæum. 


will much depend on the vicious ſtate of the liquor con- 
tained in the veſſels of this gland: If it is ſchirrous, 
the cure cannot be performed by common bougies or 
hemlock, in ever ſo large quantities; beſides, the cauſe 
is ſometimes not venereal; but when the levan is of a 
malignant nature, the extract of grey nicker, with a 
decoction of the fame, may change the ſtate of this 
gland, which the attracting ſound will contribute to 
bring about, particularly before the gland has acquired 
a ſufficient degree of hardneis. Much will depend here 
upon the {ki]] of the practitioner to form a right judgment 
of the caſe, 


The 


En 
The diſtance was ſo great, it required ſome 
time to perform the journey to and fro; his 
condition was ſerious, not only from the 
ſuppuration about this gland, but from a 
total ſuppreſſion of urine. My advice was 
to clear the paſſage as ſoon as poſſible; and 
our patient was obliged to be put into a hot 
bath, to help us to gain the wiſhed for end. 
This gentleman obtained a perfect cure in 
the ſpace of three months, under the care 
and direction of ſurgeon Inman. 5 


OBSERVATION XL. 


On a Retention of Urine, occaſioned by the 
Tumęfaction of the profiate Gland. 

1 

I WAS ſent for by a man of rank about 

ſix miles from town, near threeſcore years 

old; his complaint was a retention of urine. 


As ſoon as I arrived, I deſired leave to exa- 
mine the urethra ; I found an unſurmount- 


able obſtacle at the neck of the bladder, 
— e Which 


„ 
which prevented the flow of urine. The- 
various attempts I made at different times 
to draw it off, all proved fruitleſs ; every 
external application, and every internal me- 
dicine, was tried in vain. I defired that 
more aſſiſtance might be called in. Surgeon 
Bromfield and ſeveral phyſicians attended, 
found the ſame obſtructions I had men- 
tioned, and conſequently could not draw any 
urine from the bladder. It was eaſy to 
perceive, that the obſtruction was owing to 
a tumour of the proſtate gland, which felt 
ſchirrous to the touch. The patient had 
long been afflicted with unpleaſant ſenſa- 
tions about theſe parts, but unfortunately for 
him, he did not apply carly enough for re- 
lief, which he might have obtained, and his 
life prolonged for many years. The ſphinc- 
ter of his bladder was now highly irritated 2 
the only chance that now remained was 
tapping the perinzum ; but Mr. Brom- 
field's opinion and mine was negatived by 
the reſt of the phyſicians; and no other 
method of relief being propoſed, he died 

two days after. 9 = 
Fo ES OBSER=- 
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OBSERVATION. XLI. 


On a Retention of Urine, occaſio oned by a 
Tumour of the proſtate Gland, communi- 
cated by Surgeon Glouceſter, of the 6 5th 
Regiment of Foot. 


1786, 
A NON- COMMISSIONED Officer of 


the above corps had, for ſome time, laboured 
under a difficulty in making water; he ob- 
ſerved that it often came away forked, and 
ſometimes in a very ſmall ſtream. He was 
ſeized all at once with a retention of urine: 
being upon guard the preceding night, had 
been irregular, and the obſtruction proved 
ſo obſtinate at firſt, as to bid defiance to the 
introduction of any inſtrument into the paſ- 
ſage for relief. At length, I put as much 
freſh butter as I could force into the holes 
of the probe, and having carried it into the 
bladder, the butter ſoon melted, the urine 
paſſed, and the patient enjoyed ſome mo- 
ments eaſe. But unfortunately a mortifi- 
K 2 cation 
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na } 


cation ſupervening, he died a few days after. 


The parts affected being opened, I found 


the proſtate gland conſiderably ſwelled, and 
of a cartilaginous conſiſtence. The intro- 
duction of freſh butter into the openings of 
the inſtrument is of great uſe, as often as 
the tube of the urethra is in a phlogiſtic 


Nate. If this unfortunate man had been 


ſufficiently attentive to the diminiſhed ſtream 
of his urine, I am well convinced, that the 
means which might have been adopted 
early, would have prevented the fatal conſe- 
quence. | | 


OBSERVATION XLII. 

On a Retention of Urine, occaſioned by a 
phlogifiic Tumour of the proſtate Gland, 
irritated by a ſinall Stone, communicated 
by Surgeon Glouceſter, of the ſame Re- 
giment, 


1780. 

AN officer of our corps was ſeized with 

a retention of urine, being twenty miles diſ- 
tant from the head quarters—It was three 
days before I was ſent for Many attempts 
; hat 
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Cn 
had been made to probe him, but in vain. 
After putting him to conſiderable pain, I 
was fortunate to conduct the inſtrument into 
the bladder, and drew from thence all the 
urine it contained. I was obliged to re- 
peat the operation ten days ſucceſſively, for 
without it he could paſs no water. From 
the obſtruction the probe met with, when 
it came near the ſeat of the proſtate gland, 
I concluded, that the diſorder was entirely 


_ owing to this gland, and adviſed. the uſe of 


the elaſtic bougie, deſcribed by the Cheva- 
lier Gerrard, which I conducted very cau- 
tiouſly into the bladder. The patient now 
made water without taking the * bougie out 
of the urethra, 


When it was taken out a copious flow 


of urine followed, but was ſoon ſtopped by 


the compreſſion of the proſtate gland, which 
ſwelled at that moment. However, having 
continued the uſe of the bougies for about 
two months, he voided a ſmall ſtone, and 
was perfectly cured. 

* It was the Chevalier Gerrard's hollow bougie. 
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OBSERVATION: XLIHI. 
On an Obſtruction of the Seminal Fluid. 
1786. 

A GENTLEMAN, about thirty years 
of age, conſulted me for a moſt ſerious 
complaint, which he had laboured under 
ſeveral years. He poſſeſied a large eſtate, 
and married to a beautiful woman upwards 
of ſix years; but hitherto there was little 
hopes of his having any iſſue. He had con- 
ſulted all the phyſicians of any note: ſome 
ordered him alte: atives, with the hemlo k 
extract, others ſent him to drink the waters 
of Aix-la-C hapelle, and ſome had tent him 
to bathe ir. the ſea. However, unfortunate- 
ly, theſe means had proved ineffectual: he 
1 informed me, that he never had a venereal 
| Hg complaint of any conſequence, except a 
ſimple gonorrhœa about ten years ago, of 


which he was perfectly cured in a ſhort 
time. 
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I found him labouring under great de- | 
preſſion of ſpirits, from the ſymptom which 
now afflicted him. During the act of coi- 
tion, the ſemen;"-in its paſſage out of the 
ſeminal veßels into the urethra, was ob- 
ſtructed by a contraction of the mouths of 
the ducts, which empty themſelves into it. 
Hence the ſeminal fluid, inſtead of being 
en:itted in the natural way, ſtopped all of a 
ſudden, by their contracting inſtead of di- 
lating. The penis became immediately 
flaccid, and the ſemen continued to arain 
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ſlowly off for a conſiderable time after. He 'p 
enjoyed very good health in every other re- 1 


ſpect, and was perfectly free from every 
venereal ſymptom. 
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On examination, I found there was a ſur- 
priſing degree of ſhaſmodic affection in the ſe- 
minal ducts. I immediately adviſed the uſe of 
the medicated ſound to be applied about an 
hour each day, with a view to bring on a 
digeſtion about the verumontanum, which ; 
was the ſeat of the malady. This had the 
Witacd for effect; for every day that part 
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of the ſound, which came in contact wit 


theſe ducts, came out loaded with matter, 
This acted like an iſſue made on the external 
parts of the body, to relieve ſundry diſeaſes. 


It was continued near three months; dur- 


ing which time he took very little medi- 
eine, except a little of the extract of grey 
nicker. But ſome time before the expira- 
tion of this period, the obſtruction, which 
proceeded from the ſpaſm of thoſe. parts, 


was, in a great meaſure, done away; and 


now he was happy to find himſelf perfectly 
free from it. I afterwards adviſed ſea-bath- 
ing. About a year after, his lady bore him 
a fine boy; and ſince, has had ſeveral chil- 
dren. He now thought himſelf the hap- 
pieſt of men. I had no doubt whatever 
but the want of the power of procreation 
proceeded from the cauſe above-mentioned. 


. 
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OBSERVATION. XIIV. 


On a Waſting of the T. Niels, with an 08- 
ftruttion in the Urmary Paſſage. © 


* 
A PERSON about thirty-ſix years of 


age applied to me, with regard to a waſting 
away of his right teſticle, Which had been 
coming, he told me, near five years. A lit- 
tle before it began to diminiſh, he had a 


gonorrhœa, which was apparently cured, and 


a conſumption of the gland took place ſoon 
afterwards. It was little larger than a nut- 
meg—the other was its natural ſize, and 
had a ſound feel. He had alſo a conſider- 
able ſtricture in the urethra, attended with 
a gleet, which he was cured of in about two 


months. But all my efforts proved in vain, 


to revive his teſticle, the ſecreting faculty of 
which ſeemed entirely deſtroyed. However, 


he was lucky in having a ſound one, which 


actually got ſomewhat larger, as the other 
waſted away, and he had, in every reſpect, 
the procreative faculty, 

| | . OBSER- 
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OBSERVATION XLV. 


Painful Senſation in emitting the Seminal 
Fluid. 
1789. 

A GENTLEMAN, who never had a 
venereal complaint, conſulted me with re- 
gard to a painful ſenſation, which always 
accompanied a diſcharge of the ſeminal 
1 fluid. He had laboured under it ſeveral 
| years, and was very unhappy. I found, 
upon examining minutely into the circum- 
ſtances of his caſe, that it proceeded from a 
= ſmaſmodic contraction of the verumonta- 
| num. By applications to the parts affected, 
and ſome internal remedies, he was perfectly 
cured in about three months, which gave 
him no ſmall happineſs of mind. 


OBSERVATION XLVI. 
Fiſtula in Perinæo. 
„. 
A JEW Gentleman conſulted me relative 


to the waiſt ſp.cie; of fiſtula in perinæo 1 
had 


G 125' ) 


bad ever Feh- He tad 5h le M ail 
holes between the fundament and point of 


the penis, through all of which his urine 
paſſed, as well as out of the orifice of the 
urethra. In this condition he had been ſe- 
veral years : their diameters were large, and 
ſurrounded with callous edges, far beyond 
the power of our art to conquer. I gave 


him the beſt advice, to make his future days 


as comfortable as poſſible, but I would not 
undertake the cure of his caſe: and here we 
muſt lament the ſimple cauſe which gave 
riſe to ir, which was no more than a com- 
mon gonorrhea in the firſt inſtance. 


OBSERVATION XVII. 


On the Seminal F luid being diſtharged withe 
out any Senſation, accompanied with 4 


e 
1790. 


A GENTLEMAN of a debilitated con- 
ſtitution conſulted me, with regard to a 


large collection of water in his right teſticle, 
© for 
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for which he had been tapped three times, 
but it conſtantly filled again. It attacked 

him, he told me, after having had a ſwelled 
teſticle, the conſequence of a clap; and ever 

ſince that period, all ſenſat on in the emiſſion 
of the ſemen was done away. I performed 
the operation for the radical cure of his hy- 

_ drocele, which was attended with ſucceſs— 
for two years are now elapſed without any 

collection. He is much better relative to 

the ſtate of his ſeminal veſſels, but far from 
being perfectly re-eſtabliſhed, 


OBSERVATION XLVIII. 


On the Seminal Fluid diſcharging itjelf when 
voiding the Excrements. 


2. 1790. 
A YOUNG Gentleman applied to me, 
who had laboured under a ſuppoſed con- 
ſumption of the lungs upwards of three 
years. He had been ſent to Liſbon with a 
view to eſtabliſh his health ; had tried all 
conſumptive remedies — aſſes milk, goats 


whey, 


( 17 ) 


whey, &c. and the balſamic drugs of the 
ſhops, but in vain, His phyſicians were of 
opinion, that the diſcharge from his urethra | 


was by no means ſemen, but only the com- 
mon mucus which lines that paſſage. But 
upon a minute examination into his caſe, I 
was of a very different way of thinking. 
When his ſeminal veſſels were corroborated, 
and the involuntary diſcharge ſtopped, he 
recovered daily, gaining both fleſh and 
ſtrength, and. never had the leaſt tendency 
to conſumption, but what aroſe from the 
above-mentioned cauſe, 
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CHAP. IV. 


On Obftruftions of the Urethra incident to 
the Glands, which correſpond with that 


- Paſſage. 


T has been obſerved by me in the pre- 
1 ceding Chapter, that the end of the 
urethra was ſituated along the ſuperior ſu- 
perficies of the proſtate, to which it firmly 
adheres. This gland is of a conſiderable 
ſize, of a firm conſiſtence, and of an irregu=- 
lar, oval figure, the baſis of which correſ- 
ponds with the neck of the bladder, and the 
top with the bulb of the urethra. Its out- 
ward coat is covered with a membrane partly 
muſ2ular, and its inmoſt ſubſtance is com- 
poſed of ſeveral little bags, like ſo many bel- 
lows, each of which has an excretory duct, 
opening into the firſt part of the urethra, 
near the lateral part of the verumontanum, 
where its circumference is largeſt, Cow- 


per, 


Ens 


per r, a famous anatomiſt, diſcovered two 


glands, which takes his name; they are 
about the ſize of a very ſmall bean, of an 
oval figure, flattened, ſeated on the fide of 
the urethra, near the bulb, cover with 
muſcles known by the name of Accelera- 
tories, each of which has an excretory duc, 
which advances a conſiderable way into the 
ſpungy ſubſtance before it pierces the in- 
ternal membrane of the urinary paſſage, 
which it opens into in an oblique direction. 


This gentleman is allowed to have diſeo- 


vered a third gland, much ſmaller than 
either of the other two, ſituated in the 
ſpungy ſubſtance of the urethra, where it 
bends under the os pubis, having a diſ- 
charge through two little orifices into the 
cavity. The Chevalier Gerrard, equally 
diſtinguiſhed for his anatomical knowledge, 


has deſcribed another gland of the ſize of 


an inch, inclining to a red colour, placed 


under the proſtate in the ſpungy ſubſtance, 


between the two membranes of the urethra, 
going round the internal membrane of that 
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_ paſſage, through which it makes ſeveral lit- 
tle apertures, which are not eaſily ſeen, any 
more than the little ducts which lead to 
them. In the ſubjects I have diſſected, this 
gland did not appear to me to have fo large 
a dimenſion as that deſcribed by the Che- 
valier. But it is ſeldom two ſubjects are 
exactly alike in their reſpective anatomical 
parts—Such a variety of difference we find 
in the animal economy. 


It requires no ſmall ſhare of anatomical 
knowledge to diſcover this gland; and it is 
equally difficult to diſcover a particular 
gland ſeen by Mr. Morgagni under the ex- 
tremity of the bulb, which diſcharges itſelf 
into the urethra. 


This celebrated anatomiſt has given us 
the moſt accurate deſcription ever publiſhed 
of the lacunæ in the inſide of the urethra ; 
the moſt conſiderable of which open in ſuch 
parts of the cavity as lie neareſt to the glans, 
eſpecially under the franum, and in the 
foſſa navicularis; while the ſmaller ones 

pierce. 


% 
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pierce indiſtinctly all the length of that paſ- 


fage, and are very numerous. Theſe lacunæ 


anſwer excretory ducts, which begin from 
the glands, more or leſs viſible, which are 


found in the ſpungy ſubſtance of the ure- 
thra; inſomuch, that the convexity of the 
internal membrane is full of theſe glands. 
All this collection of glands, after having 
ſeparated and refined different juices drawn 
from the maſs of blood, diſcharge them 
into the common reſervoir of the urethra. 


As long as the ſeparation and the excre- 


tion of theſe juices are performed, according 
to the eſtabliſhed law of the natural func- 
tions, an obſtruction of theſe glands is not 
to be dreaded; but if, from any cauſe what- 
ever, the juices ſo far thicken in the lacunæ, 
or other reſervoirs of theſe glands, as not to 
paſs the narrow ducts or orifices of the ex- 
cretory veſſels, if, becoming viſcous and 
clammy, they adhere to the ſides of the re- 
ſervoirs, and there accumulate. If the ſe- 
cretion in thele glands 1s too copious, and 
the excretion is not proportioned to it; if 
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an outward compreffion ſtops the courſe of 


the fluids in the glands, and occaſions a 
ſtagnation ; if the lacunæ, or orifices of the 


excretory veſſels of the glands, are obſtructed 


by a thick matter lodged in the urethra, and 


lining ſome part of its ſides; if heteroge- 


neous virulent matter, of a thickening qua- 
lity, mix with the juices which are filtered 


through the glands; if theſe glands be- 
come ſchirrous, which is no uncommon 


caſe in the proſtate ; if an abſceſs, formed 
in this gland, cauſes it to ſwell towards its 
upper ſut face, in the niches of which the 
end of the urethra is ſunk; in all theſe, and 
other like circumſtances, glandulous ob- 
ſtructions will, more or leſs, affect the ex- 
cretory paſiage of the urine. 


It appears then certain, that the glands of 
the urethra may be obſtructed, may be diſ- 
tended, and form tumours, which, ſpread- 
ing more or leſs into the cavity of this tube, 
contract or leſſen its dianieter. 


Among 


„ 


| Among the glandular obſtructions, we 
muſt carefully diſtinguiſh ſuch as are re- 


cent from the old and inveterate : ſuch as 


affect only one part of the urethra, from 


ſuch as ate fituated in different and many 
parts; ſuch as are placed near the glands, 
from the more diſtant ; thoſe of a fize large 
enough to ſtop the paſſage of the urine, 
from ſuch as only contract it; ſuch as are 
the attendants on other diſeaſes, either as 
cauſe or effect, from the fimple and uncom- 
plicated. If the diforder be produced by 
the obſtruction of the ſmaller glands, or of 
the lacunæ, which are obſervable along the 
urethra, it will be ſuſceptible of a more 
eaſy cure; but if the proſtate be the ſeat of 
the obſtruction, very conſiderable LON 
muſt attend the treatment. 


The diſcaſes of this gland require a very 


particular attention; they have been one of 
the chief objects of my inveſtigations. Theſe 
diſeaſes are more frequent than is commonly 
imagined; they ſeemed incurable till I began 
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to uſe the attracting medicated ſound, 
which is now about two years ago. 


It is natural to conclude, from the filence 
of former practitioners, that they were but 
: little acquainted with this branch of chir- 
urgical knowledge. Ihe great number of 
_ obſervations made, with all the exactneſs I 
was capable of, have convinced me, that 

the proſtate gland is very liable to be ſwell- 
ed, from the ſtagnation of the fluid which 
is filtred through it, but chiefly from the 
ſtoppage of it in its membranes, where it 
accumulates, thickens, acquires ſome bad 
qualities, and continually, and naturally 
ſtretches the ſides of theſe little membranous 
| reſervoirs : beſides, it not unfrequently be- 
6 comes ſchirrous, à natural conſequence of 
U + thoſe diſpoſitions which render the contents 
| of the proſtate hard and concrete, I have 
| = ſometimes ſeen its ſubſtance become cartila- 
| ginous, at other times I have found it full 
of a ſpungy matter, which is attracted and 
drawn off by the application of the medi- 


cated ſound. 
8 1 This 


of 
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This matter is often the cauſe of the ha- 
bitual ſtranguary, and various other evils of 2 
the urethra and bladder. From experience 
I have likewiſe learned, that this gland is 
liable to a ſuppuration. If we conſider the 
proſtate as labouring under the laſt alarm- 
ing of theſe diſorders, I mean only in a ſtate 
of tumefaction, we cannot but think the 

patient in ſome danger, eſpecially if the 
ſwelling be very conſiderable. 

For in this caſe the upper part of the 
urethra, which is nicked and ſunk all along 
the ſuperfices of the proſtate, to which it 
adheres ſtrongly, muſt be greatly com- 
preſſed on all ſides: hence a diminution, 
and frequently a total contraction, of the 
urinary paſſage, and conſequently a ditiicnlty 
or a total ſuppreſſion of urine. The different 
degrees of tumefaction in this gland forms the 

meaſure of the different obſtructions which 
happen in this part of the urethra. Theſe 
obſtructions are very frequent, as daily ex- 
perience muſt have convinced thoſe whoſe 
practice in the art of healing has made them 
L 3 converſant 


„ 
converſant with the diſorders of the urethra. 
Perhaps it will not be ſo eaſy to determine 
whether, independently of the ſwelling of 
the proſtate gland, obſtructions may be 
formed in the firſt part of the urethra by 
ſpungy carnoſities; but the firſt principles 
of anatomy preclude the poſſibility of ſuch. 
obſtructions. We have demonſtrative evi- 
dence, that this tube, as it lies along the 
' proſtate gland, is a ſingle membranous one, 
containing no ſpungy ſubſtance in its vo- 
lume; and it 1s cqually evident, that no 
carnoſities can ariſe where no ſpungy ſub- 
ſtance exiſts: it is, therefore, natural to 
conclude, that obſtructions of the urethra, 
formed near the neck of the bladder, which 
are frequently miſtaken for real carnoſities, 
are produced by a tumour of the proſtate 
gland, or the diſtenſion of the larger part of 
the verumontanum, which I have reaſon tO 
believe very ſuſceptible of this effect. I 
have often found in that part of the urethra, 
where it is fituated, obſtructions attended 
with a contraction of the tube, from thence 
to the neck of the bladder. I have alſo ob- 

* roc, 
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ſerved, in all of the patients I have attended, 
that this part of the canal was more ſenſible 


of pain than any other. It is very certain, 


that if the acrimonious matter, which now 
and then inveſts the proſtate, is not drawn 
off by the local application of the medicated 
ſound, it will, in time become ſchirreus. 
To be convinced whether it be in this 
ſtate or not, nothing more is neceſſary but 
to inſert the fore-finger, moiſtened with oil, 
into the anus, in a direction towards the 
neck of the bladder, near which this gland 
is ſituated. But I can tell now, equally 
well by the feel with the ſound, the ſchirrous 
tumour of the proſtate occaſions a contrac- 


tion in the upper part of the urethra, which 
increaſes by degrees, and in proportion to 


the different ſtages of the ſwelling. A very 
important remark to be made here, is, that 
the proſtate, as it grows larger, changes the 
direction of the neck of the bladder, which 


lies beyond this unſurmountable obſtacle, 


and lower than its natural ſituation. No 
application, no inſtrument can now facilitate 


the flow of urine, and the patient muſt ine- 
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vitably periſh, unleſs one chirurgical opera- 
tion, or forlorne hope, is ſucceſsful, which 
can alone prevent theſe fatal conſequences. 
Nothing but repeated experience can enable 
the practitioner to diſtinguiſh truly between 
a perfect and an incomplete ſchii rous of the 
proſtate gland: there is ſometimes no cure for 
the former; but the latter J have had ſeveral 
caſes within theſe laſt two years, that were 
reſtored to their priſtine healthy ſtate, by 
the application of the attracting medicated 
ſound. Schirrous concretions of the proſ- 
tate are not always the effects of venereal 
complaints, I have attended patients who 
have laboured under a hardneſs of this gland, 
without ever having been troubled” with the 
venereal diſeaſe ; ſuch were, in a great mea- 
ſure, unmanned, and deprived of the power 
of procreation till they were cured ; for it 
ought to be obſerved, that this gland is the 
main ſpring of ejecting the ſeminal liquor, 
and I am well convinced, often the cauſe of 
| impotency in man. The ſchirrous proſtate 
is, no doubt, frequently produced and ag- 
gravated by the venereal virus. It is very 


often 
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often the cb of a venereal cauſe, 
complicated with a ſcrophulous humour. 


Theſe different cauſes require great at- 
' tention and fagacity in a profeſſor of the 
healing art, who will otherwiſe be betrayed 


into the moſt fatal errors. 


Ulcers of the proſtate gland form ano-. 


ther diſeaſe, with which it behoves us to be 
well acquainted, and which has often oc- 


curred in the courſe of my practice. Ana- 


tomy teaches us, that this gland, from its 
ſituation, when ulcerated, will obſtru& the 
paſſage of the urine in the upper part of the 
canal ; and that the morbid matter, if not 
drawn off, will be productive of the moſt 
alarming accidents on the ſurrounding parts, 
Ulcers in the proſtate, like other diſorders, 
may be produced by very different cauſes, 


which ſometimes are, but not always ve- 


nereal. 


The moſt ſerious reflections on obſtruc- 
tions of the urethra, ariſing from the vi- 
tiated 
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| tiated tate of the correſponding glands, are 
the more neceſſary, as they may help us 
to diſcover the cauſe and the ſeat of other 
diſeaſes, either of that tube or bladder, 
which we ſhall, in vain, attempt to cure, 


unleſs we: know exactly where the evil 
lick. 


CHAP. 


CHAP. 0 


Of the Vaſcular Obftruetions of toe Urinary 
Tube, 


IN the enumeration of the different ob- 
1 ſtructions of the urethra, by authors 

who have, heretofore, written upon that 
ſubject, I have often wondered at their hav- 
ing either totally omitted, or treated very 
ſuperficially, of the vaſcular obſtructions of 
that tube. I am well convinced of theſe 
being frequently the cauſes of theſe obſtruc- 
tions, if I may truſt either to my own ex- 
perience in ſurgery, or to the repeated in- 
formation I have received by the inſpection 
of the urethra of patients after death. This 
theory, thus grounded on experience, will 
appear the more probable, when we reflect, 
that the membrane which lines the infide 
of this tube is interſected by a thouſand 
capillary blood- veſſels, of which the little 
arteries are ſupplied by the hypogaſtric ar- 
| terics, and the ſmall veins 'by thoſe of the 
ſame 


„ 

ſame denomination ; that this laſt diviſion 
of arteries and veins in the ſpungy ſubſtance 
of the urethra, and in the membranous en- 
velopment, is not viſible to our eye, which 
can diſcern nothing more in the internal 
membrane, than a very curious collection of 
ſmall veſſels, which are never more appareat 
than when the membrane is inflamed ; that 
the inflammatory ſtate of it adds to its ſen- 
ſibility; that it neceſſarily occaſions a dili- 
ration of the blood-veflels, particularly of 
the little arteries, beyond what is natural to 
them ; that in other circumſtances the little 
yeins are diſtended and ſwelled ; and that, 
in either of theſe caſes, the cavity of the 
urethra muſt be contracted : whence ariſe 
thoſe complaints which are injudiciouſly 
attributed to real carnoſities. Vaſcular ob- 
ſtructions of the urinary tube are, then, the 
effects of an unnatural dilitation of the little 
arteries, or veins, which convey the fluids 
along the internal membrane of that paſ- 
| fage, and can be attributed to no other cauſe. 
If the veins be dilated, and ſoft, livid, 
indolent, knotty tumours enſue ; if the 


blood 


„ l 
blood be derrived of its uſual free courſe i | 
| oo 
through the little arteries, while its velo= 1 


city is accelerated, and its heat increaſed, 

ſome part or other of the urethra will be 
inflamed ; a conſiderable debility or weak= 
neſs in the texture of the coats of the veins 
of the membrane, which lines the urethra, 
their unnatural dilitation, a thickneſs or ob- 
ſtructed circulation of blood, which blocks 
up the veſſels; but above all, precedent 
claps, injudiciouſly managed, often cauſes 
the veins to be ſwelled of the urinary tube. 
Theſe tumours, as the project, more or leſs, 
will, in the ſame degree, obſtruct the urinary 


paſſage: they commonly ariſe in the neigh= 2 56] 
bourhood of the neck of the bladder, which Wl 
muſt be owing to that knot of veins which 18 
covers the upper convexity of the firſt part of 10 
the urethra, which is ſunk along the proſtate | if 
gland. Theſe ſwellings ſometimes run and 1 
yield blood: far from adding to the ſenſibility | 


of the urethra, they diminiſh and blunt it. 
Hence the patient ſuffers, almoſt without 
pain, the application of a bougie, 


Theſe 
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Theſe tumours are eaſily ſunk by com- 
preſſion; but then they ſoon riſe again, if 
not digeſted away, and bring on the ſame 
diſorder, the ſame retention of urine, and 
the attending ſymptoms. 


Though the general cauſes of inflamma- 
tory obſtructions may produce the ſecond 
ſpecies of vaſcular diſeaſes, it is however 
certain, that, generally ſpeaking, they are the 
conſequences of ſpaſmodic contractions of the 
urethra, which, by a forcible impreſſion on 
the fibres of the internal membrane, ſtop the 
blood in the extremities of the arteries, and 
thus bring on an inflammation in {ome one 
or more parts of the tube. This inflam- 
mation chiefly attacks the upper part of the 
urethra, near the neck of the bladder, and 
conſequently adjoining to the verumeonta- 
Num. 


A difficulty of making water, the ſtran- 
guary, and ſometimes a retention urine, are 
the ſymptoms of this inflammatory ol/iltruc= 
tion of the urethra. The ſureſt method of 

. diſcovery 


{© x98 1 

diſcovery is to introduce the ſound, which, 

when 1t reaches to the part that 1s inflamed; 
is not ſtopped, as it-would be, by a ſwelling 
of the proſtate, or of the verumontanum, 
but is only contracted, and forcibly com- 
preſſed in its paſſage towards the neck of 
the bladder, where it occaſions a ſharp pain. 
This obſervation is not the reſult of theory, 
or an hypotheſis proceeding from a heated 
magination, but is grounded on a long ex- 
perience. The vaſcular and phlogiſtic ob- 
ſtructions of the internal membrane of the 
upper end of the urethra ſeldom comes 
alone, but is generally attended either with 
ſpaſmodic contraction of the phlogiſtic 
part of the canal, or with a ſwelling of the 


proſtate, or a tumefaction of the verumon- 
tanum, or eſchars of old ulcers, or ſome 


venereal running, or fibrous excreſcences 
that croſs the paſſage, or other heterogeneous 
bodies, which give, more or leſs, obſtruc- 
tion to the flow of urine. Convinced that 
the beſt proofs to convey ſolid knowledge, 
in this branch of the profeſſion, is the diſ- 
ſection of bodies after death, who, 1n their 
fe- 
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life-time, laboured under thoſe diſeaſes: I 
have, on every opportunity, had recourſe to 
this ſource of inſtruction. 


On theſe occaſions I have obſerved, that 
in patients who had long laboured under ob- 
ſtructions of the verumontanum, and the 
upper part of the urethra, this part of the 

tube, up to the neck of the bladder, was much 
contracted, red, and bearing every other 
mark of an antecedent inflammation. What 
more demonſtrative proof can be deſired of 
the truth of what is here advanced. 
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CHAP. Vil 


. Of Obſtrudtions of the Urethra, arifms 
from the Edges of Ulcers and Eſchars. 


ERHAPS nothing has gone through 

more variation than the opinion of au- 
thors concerning the formation of obſtruc- 
tions in the urethra. Their different hypo- 
theſis lead alike into this error, that there 
is but one cauſe and one ſpecies of obſtruc- 
tion; than which nothing it more falſe. 
I once knew a ſurgeon of diſtinguiſhed abi- 
lities at Florence, who advanced in his ana- 
tomical lectures, that the verumontanum 
was the only ſeat of carnoſities, and that 
theſe are but ſo many ulcers of that part, 
the inflated edges of which contracted the 
urinary paſſage. We mult allow, that it is 
as true that ulcers are ſometimes formed in 
the urethra, as it is falſe, that all carnoſities, 


all obſtructions of that tube, are owing to 
ulcers. 


The edges of ulcers in the urethra are 
either ſmooth and fat, or ſwelled, or cal- 
M Tous. 


lous. In 


1 148. * 
the two. laſt caſes it is evidenf, 
that the \edges raiſed above the internal 
membrane of the tube contract its cavity, 
and obſtruct the paſſage of the urine; an 
obſtruction the more alarming, as the ſharp 
lent humour, flowing from the ulcers, 
continually irritates the internal membrane 
of the tube, and brings on a contraction. 


Old and- callous eſchars, ſeated in the 


| urethra, likewiſe produce obſtructions, either 


by the ſize of them, or by a kind of con- 
traction, which conſtantly happens to the 
fibres which lie near to the parts, eſpecially 
if they are tendinous, aponeurotic, or mem- 
branous. It would be very eaſy for me to 


give a folio work to the world, in lieu of 


this brief treatiſe upon theſe ſubjects, were 
to enter into an accurate diſcuſſion of theſe 
complaints: But fince ever I formed a re- 
ſolution of judging for myſelf, I have been 
of opinion, that ſuch prolix and voluminous 
accounts, inſtead of conveying a clear idea 
to the readers, ſerves often to puzzle and 
confound. 


CH AP. 
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„ SR 


On Obſerufions of the Urethra, owing 10 
Fibrous Excreſcentex and M. embranous 
ming JO n 


AH. 1 ernal A des of! the urethra, 
which, in it natural ſtate; is ſmooth 


MO” i morbid habits his inequality 
of ſurface may be produced by other cauſes, 
beſides carnoſities afid tumours, of which 


an accòunt, has been given in a preceding 


Chapter; Nach as certain doublings of the 
internal membrane of the urethra, or cer- 
tall fibrous excreſcences, which ariſe on 
one ſide, traverſe the cavity, and end in the 
oppolite ſides of the tube. On the diſſec- 
tion of dead bodies, I have often found the 
internal membrane of the urethra doubled 
down in ſuch a manner, as to form a per- 
fect reſemblance of the valvulæ that are 
found in the veins. 


M 2 Mr. 
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Mr. Sharp, in his critical reſearches into 
the preſent ſtate of Surgery, informs us, 
that he found, in the urethra of a dead 
body, near the verumontanum, a filament 
which croſſed that tube, and had prevented 
the inſtrument from penetrating, and thus 
brought on a retention of urine, which 
proved mortal. In another he informs us, 
that he found, beſides the contraction of the 
paſſage, a little excreſcence, which reſem- 
bled one of the tricuſpidal valvulæ of the 
heart. | 


The obſervations of this diſtinguiſhed 
character, joined to theſe French ſurgeons, 
Monſ. Le Dran and the Chevalier Gerrard, 
not leſs eminent, together with my own, 
afford a demonſtrative proof of the exiſt- 
ence of this ſingular ſpecies of obſtruction 
of the urethra, which may prevent the ex- 
cretion of urine, and the introduction of an 
inſtrument in a retention of that fluid *. 


* Such a remedy as the attracting medicated ſound, 
mentioned in Chap. III. Sect. I, was much wanted in 
Surgery; the more ſo, as moſt of the diſorders, in which 

it 


„„ | 
it is now applied, were either totally incurable before, or 
relieved with the greateſt difficulty. Till this diſcovery 
was made, moſt books of Surgery repreſented, theſe com- 
plaints as forlorn hopes, and indeed with great reaſon, for 
the hard bougies and probes, the beſt method then in uſe, 
only flattened the carnoſities, but did not remove them. 
Thus the cauſe ſubſiſted. But the medicine the Che- 
valier, recommends removes carnoſities by reſolution, 
without occaſioning any pain. A tumour of the proſtate 
gland is one of the moſt critical and dangerous com- 
plaints of the urethra; the cure generally depends on the 
ſtate of the liquor contained in the veſſels of this gland. 
The cauſe of this complaint is not always venereal : but 


when the levan is of a malignant nature, the application 


of the attracting medicated ſound ſoon changes the 
ſtate of this gland; and it is aſtoniſhing to behold the 
point of the ſound coming out of the urethra, loaded 
with the virulent diſcharge from the gland, in the 
ſpace of a ſhort time. This acrimonious matter 
is the cauſe of innumerable evils, habitual ſtran- 
guary, diſury, and iſchury, rendering life miſerable, 


Of the variety of complaints, to which thoſe are 
expoſed, who have had repeated and long continued ve- 


nereal diſcharges from the urethra, there is not one 
more to be dreaded than an habitual ſtranguary. The 
imminent danger of an entire retention of urine, that 
conſtantly attends this diſeaſe, the frequent deſire the 
patient feels, and the painful endeavours he is obliged to 

M 3 _ exert, 
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exert, in order to expel his urine, render life as N 


2 


carious as it muſt be miſerable. . 


It ſeldom happens that this diſeaſe immediately ſue- 
ceeds an injudiciouſly treated gonorrhœa: it more fre- 
quently occurs, that the patient feels no preſſing ſymp- 
toms of this complaint for a long time. I have had 
many gentlemen apply to me for advice, who did not 
complain till ſome years had elapſed. Beſides, there 
are very few ſo attentive in making water, as to take 
notice of, or be any way alarmed, although they ſhould 
not urine in as full a ſtream as they were uſed to do; fo 
that the diſeaſe is of ſome time ſtanding before the pa- 
tient finds any inconvenience from it, or applies for ad- 


vice; ict hes S does: | 


not, until, from the 
he paxcclveraghat.l he-is both 
65 | = ehcyte: AN fevliged to 
in ee The 

uu k rings it on, and the leaſt quantity of 

of#H Tg lios as well as ſolids in common food, 
flies, as it weren t to the part affe cted, like an electrical 
ſhock, and ſtimulates the bladder. Such is the ſtate of 
| | the much to be. lamented miſerable au” c. * 
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CHAP. VIII. 


Of the V. enereal Abſceſs in the Groin, com- 
' monly called the Buboe, 


HIS abſceſs not unfrequently ariſes 


from the running of a gonorrhea 


being too ſuddenly ſtopped, particularly 
where the glans or prepuce are ulcerated: 
it is rarely the firſt ſymptom of a venereal 
infection. | Thoſe buboes that ariſe ſoon 
after the firſt appearance of the infection, 
particularly if the patient be young, and 
otherwiſe healthy, are generally of the in- 


flammatory kind, and determine ſoon to 
ſuppuration ; but thoſe that ariſe at the lat- 
ter end of the diſeaſe, or in ſome time after 
a cure has been apparently effected ; if the 
patient be of a cold inert habit of body, we 
find thoſe buboes generally attended with 
little pain, but appear cold and indolent, 
and are 88155 2 difficult to ſuppurate or 
reſolves - e 

a M 4 . 
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In whatever light we conſider theſe ab- 
ſceſſes, either as proceeding from the ab- 
ſorption of venereal matter, from ſome vi- 
rulent ulcers round the glans, which is a 
frequent occurrence, or from a premature 
ſuppreſſion of a venereal running, in every 
event the ſpeedy expulſion of the poiſon 
ought to be our grand object. Sometimes 
theſe abſceſſes attack the patient almoſt 
immediately after impure coition ; it is the 
lymphatic glands of the groin which be- 
come diſeaſed, and I have frequently known 
them, in the courſe of my practice, to ſeize 
the glands of both groins at the ſame time. 
The cauſe of this diſagreeable abſceſs or 
tumour is owing to a ſtagnation of the 
lymph, which is conveyed to the inquinal 
glands from the neighbouring parts, as into 
a common reſervoir, and ought to flow 
through their cells or veſicles, in order to 
be carried off again ; hence that acute pain 
with which the patient is attacked. Open- 
ings made into theſe abſceſſes may always 
be avoided, if timely application 1s made to 
a practitioner who is maſter of his profeſ- 

fion ; 


* 
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fion; and indeed I never approved of ex- 
poſing the lymphatic glands to the atmoſ- 
phere, from the evil conſequences have ſo 
often known to ariſe, even where the matter 
is in ſome degree formed; the mode now 
In practice amongſt the French ſurgeons by 
tranſudation through the pores of the ſkin, 
without either cauſtic or cutting, is by far 
moſt preferable and effectual, by which a 
painful operation 1s prevented; and no time 
ſhould be loſt in exhibiting proper internal 
remedies for the expulſion of the poiſon 
from the fluids of the patient. 


e 
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[CH AP. K. 


Of the Venereal Lues in general. 


HE venereal diſeaſe is hereditary or 
adventitious: hereditary, when it is 
communicated: by generation, the poiſon be- 
| ing tranſmitted by the parents, whilſt the 
tender body of the embr ois formed; ad- 
ventitious ; when che diſtemper i is tranſmit- 
ted from 225 perſon diſeaſed to one that is 
ſound: the firſt may be communicated to 
the fœtus by either of the parents, father or 
mother; by the father, as the ſeminal par- 
ticles falling from him, and fraught with 
the venereal venum, may infect the embryo, 
which they incloſe, with the like diſorder; 
and from the mother, as at the ſame time 
that ſhe ſupplies the fetus with nouriſh- 
ment during her pregnancy, ſhe muſt con- 
vey into it the ſeed of the diſtemper ſhe la- 
bours under : the ſecond, by coition, either 
when a ſound woman cohabits with an in- 
fected 


( 57 9 
fected man, who may have chancres on the 
glans, or a gonorrhea of a virulent ſpe- 
cies, or whoſe ſeed is tainted with the vene- 
real poiſon, although he may have no ex- 
ternal mark of the diforder whereby to 
draw a criterion. But the patient's own  * 

internal feelings, when repreſented to the 
experienced practitioner, will be the ſureſt 
guide to go by. 


Alſo, when a ſound man lies with an 
unſound woman, whoſe private parts are 
eroded with the virus, or contaminated with 
the poiſon, or where there is a diſcharge of 
vaginal matter, abounding with the venereal 
venom. In the firſt of theſe caſes, the pu- 
rulent matter which flows from the man, 
or the corrupted ſeed which is emitted in 
the venereal act, will adhere to the pudenda, 
the vagina, and perhaps the womb, and in 
a ſhort time bring on the ſeveral ſymptoms 
of this diſorder. In the other caſe, the glans 
of the penis, which is of itſelf a ſpungy 

ſubſtance, and at ſuch a time dilated by an 
__ extraordinary tenſion, and more than uſually 


ro rarified, 


6 
rarified, will more deeply imbibe the cor- 
ruption iſſuing from the vagina, mixed with 
the glandular mucus diſcharged on the pu- 


dendum, whence ariſes the firſt infection. 


'Fhe prolific ſemen, which is elaborated in 


the teſticles of men, and the other hu- 


mours, which in man are prepared in the 
proſtate glands, Cowper's glands, and the 


lacunæ of the urethra. In women, the 


glands of the vagina, what the anatomiſts 
of old called the Botriform glands, claim 
the firſt and peculiar rank of affinity, and 
deſervedly; for the infection which 1s firſt 


formed, from the contaminated ſemen, is 


very eaſily blended with the other fluids, 


to which it is ſo nearly related. Hence, in 
patients who labour under this complaint, 
the ſeminal fluids are always tainted by 
whatſoever way the infection was received, 
whether at the genitals by coition, at the 
breaſts by giving milk, at the mouth by 
ſucking or kiſſing, &. From hence local 
affections of the genitals are fo frequent in 
the confirmed lues: but beſides this, the 
ſeminal fluids are very apt to be depraved 


by 


„ 

by a certain peculiar tendency they have 
towards the contracting and imbibing this 
infection. We therefore know by expe- 
rience, that this malady is chiefly propa- 
gated by coition and an infuſion of the ve- 
nereal matter, it follows, therefore, that we 
ſee ſo frequently this complaint communi- 
cated in the moſt ſacred hymenial ties. To 
underſtand or form a clearer idea of this 
exiſting malady, let my readers obſerve, 
that the chyle extracted from our food, is 
converted into blood by fermentation, which, 
from thence, by a wonderful conſtruction 
of the human machine, is converted into 
the other different humours of the body. 
Hence the blood, ſo long as it is pure, by 
reaſon of a well-diſpoſed chyle, generates 
pure blood, and from pure blood produces 
pure humours, as in a ſecond ſtate; but 
when the blood is once contaminated with 


the venereal poiſon, (if immediate care is 


not taken to cleanſe it) it cannot but com- 
municate the like infection, both to the 
blood, which is generated from the chyle, 
and to all the humours which ate ſecreted 
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| : from it ;—and thus the poiſon, which per- 


haps at firſt was ſparingly thrown in, is re- 
newed and perpetuated. 


It is my duty, however, to obſerve here, 


that the infection, which is communicated 


to the blood by the venereal poiſon, may 
vary in a three-fold degree and intention, 


according to the different quantity of the 


poiſon mixed with it, or remaining in it, 
or the ditterent nature, quality, and diſpoſi- 
tion of the blood upon which it acts. It 
may daily increaſe and gradually gather 
ſtrength, by the multiplication of the vene= 


real poiſon, On the other hand, it may be 


diminiſhed or extenuated, till the virus may 
diſappear without the aid of a remedy ; but 
this may prove a fad deluſion to the ſufferer, 
Again, it may proceed in the middle way, 
and conſtantly retain the fame tate and 
meaſure, by the renewal indeed of the ve- 
nereal poiſon, but without either increaſe or 
decreaſe. 15 
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If the diſeaſe prevails and gathers ſtrength, : 
and from thence the poiſon, by a ſwift pro- 
greſs, is daily increaſed and multiplied, the 
. maſs of blood and humours will, i in 


à ſhort time, be corrupted; and-a.x onfirmed 
lues ſucceed ; which ariſes from a, three 
fold cauſe, if the poiſon be large in quantity, 
ſharp, and very virulent; if the blood, on 
which the poiſon acts, be by nature or ac- 
cident depraved, and in a bad ſtate; and 
which is worſt of all, if theſe ſhould all meet 


together. 


If the diſeaſe daily looſes ground, and is 
diminiſhed, and by this means the conta- 
gion is leſſened in ſtrength and decreaſed in 
quantity, the poiſon will, by a flow and ſure 
progreſs, in time, be quite diſperſed to ap- 


pearance, as in thoſe who ſeem to recover of 


buboes, ulcers, and bad gonorrhœas, without 
radical remedies, or at leaſt with precarious 
ones; yet they ſeem to enjoy a tolerable 
ſtate of health while they live, which is no 
doubt curtailed by ſlow, but ſure degrees. 
Unfortunately, it might have appeared to 
have 
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have been conquered, through the happineſs 


of a good conſtitution, eſpecially if the poi- 
ſon was mild in its nature, and the blood 


well conſtituted and perfectly elaborated. 


If the diſeaſe is in the middle ſtate, and 
thus the poiſon be continually renewed as it 
flies off, and always in the fame degree in 
which it was in the beginning; ſo as by 
theſe means to be in a condition unable to 
produce any ſerious effect; then indeed the 
poiſon will be continually renewed as it flies 
off, and always in the ſame degree in which 
it was at the beginning, ſo as by theſe means 
to be in a condition unable to produce any 
baneful effect, then indeed the poiſon will 
continually be perpetuated, but under ſuch 
reſtraints 2s not to ſhew itſelf; or which is 
the ſame thing, it will lie lurking in the 


blood, but in ſuch a manner as to do no 


immediate miſchief, as may be obſerved in 
common daily practice. But to this pur- 
poſe it is requiſite the poiſon, which is 


admitted or left behind, ſhould be ſo pro- 


portionable in quantity and force, and that 
the blood ſhould likewiſe keep ſuch a tem- 


I per 


( 163 ) 
per in quality, and the manner of its gene- 
ration, as to permit a renewal of the poiſon ; 
but ſuch a renewal as is conſtantly the ſame, 
without addition or diminution ; for other= 
wiſe, if the blood be vitiated by a fever, or 
any adventitious diſeaſe, if by errors in diet, 


immoderate watchfulneſs, intemperance of 
any kind, &c. then as, the blood departs 
from. its natural diſpoſition, the before latent 


poiſon will preſently gain ground, both in 
quantity and ſtrength, and be reſtored to its 
natural fierceneſs, and like another Pan- 
dora's box being once opened, will bring on 
a terrible troop of grievous ſymptoms, which 
will end in a manifeſt lues. Thus it ap- 
pears, that dormant venereal maladies are 
much the ſame as in the caſe of fruits grow- 
ing wild in the woods, they are, 1n general, 
auſtere in our climes, but they will become 
milder and ſweeter by culture ; not that they 
lay aſide the natural rough diſpoſition of 
their juices, but becauſe the juice, ſupplied 
by a cultivated ſoil, will fo alter the natural 
Juice of the tree, as to make the taſte of the 


fruit more mild: but if the culture be again 
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laid aſide, the fruit will ſoon return to its 
former auſterity. 


Hence, in the ſame manner, a ſmall quan- 
tity of mild venereal poiſon may lie in the 
body, without prejudice, ſo long as pure 
blood ſhall prevent an increaſe of it, and be 
reſtored to its natiye ferocity and virulence 
as ſoon as, upon a depraved ſtate of the 
blood, it ſhall gain an opportunity of doing 
miſchief. A queſtion now naturally ariſes, 
and muſt, of courſe, raiſe the curioſity of 
my readers— this is to know, whether a 
man, infected with thoſe latent feeds ef the 
diſtemper, can give the malady to a ſound 
woman he may lie with; or whether, on 
the other hand, a woman ſo infected can 
give it to the man? 
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The profeſſors of the healing art are di- 
vided in their ſentiments on this point: Some 
have maintained what others have denied ; 
but as the opponents on either ſide have 
been each .of them ſometimes favoured by 
experience, it is natural to conclude, that 
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both opinions are equally true; therefore 


the man, in whom the poiſon lies con- 
cealed, may, or may not, communicate the 
diſtemper, according to the different habit 
of body of the women he ſhall lie with; 


and vice verſa. There is, however, an ob- 


ſervation I thall make in this place that 
this malady may abſolutely be contracted by 
a ſound man lying with a found woman— 
at firſt this will appear extraordinary to my 
readers—but if ſhe has latcly lain with an 


infected man, and not waſhed the parts fince, 


it may happen, that ſome of the contami- 
nated ſemen lately received may adhere to the 
Vagina or womb, and may infect the glans 
of the man next lying with her, with a like 
_ diſorder, as virulent matter emitted by wo- 
men would do in caſe ſhe was infected. The 
infection does not depend on one alone, but 


on two, the agent and patient, for both to- 


gether contribute- to it, according to the 
condition of the infected or communicating 
perſon, and of the ſound or recepient ; hence 
it follows, that it is not to be conſidered in 
one alone, but in both : the man in whom 
N 2 the 
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the poiſon lurks may infect a ſound woman, 
if by nature or diſpoſition, or manner of 
lurking of the ſubtle virus, ſhe may be of 
ſuch a temper and habit of body, that the 
force of it, which may be inſufficient to 
produce any effect in the blood of the in- 
fected man, may yet be capable of corrupt- 
ing the blood of the woman, but cannot in- 
fect her, if the is of a robuſt and healthful 
conſtitution, and ſo able to eſcape the force 
of the poiſon received by coition, which 

therefore will fail in its effect in her, as well 
as it has done in the man; but upon any 
change in her health and conſtitution, it may 


ſhew itſelf. 


It may ſometimes be obſerved, that 
where ſeveral children are born of the ſame 
parents, that one or other of them ſhall be 
more ſubject than the reſt to ſtrumous or 
ricketty diſorders, which I have often known 
to ariſe from venereal infection lurking in 
their parents; and this ſhews us, that from 


the natural conſtitution of their bodies, or 
the diſeaſe their mother laboured under 
whilſt 


a 
whilſt ſhe was with child, they were weaker 
than the reſt, and ſo more deeply in- 
fected with the contagion ; in like manner 
may be reaſoned of all other appearances, 
which are wont to ſhew themſelves in the 
propagation of this malady. 


It would ſwell this work to too great 
bounds, were I to give a detail of the va- 
rious opinions of the different preparations 
made uſe of, to re-eſtabliſh the health of 
patients labouring under theſe maladies, and 
their variety of ſpecies.—I ſhall only offer 
what I have found, on the moſt attentive 
obſervation, the moſt effectual method of 
curing them. This is a decoction of the 
grey nicker; commonly called the Montpel- 
lier Apozem, endowed with the moſt power 
ful ſweetning quality, and the patients are 
under no reſtraint whatever during its ex- 
Hhibition. An extract is now prepared from 
it poſſeſſing the ſame virtue. The ſuperior 
degree of penetrability (if I may be allowed 
the expreſſion) which this medicine poſſeſſes, 
and its action being chiefly determined to 
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evacuate the virus by ſome of the outlets of 
the body, may be the reaſon why it is found 
ſo powerful a reſource in all caſes where the 
fluids are tainted with acrimonious matter, 
in ever ſo great or ſmall a degree. The 
grand advantage of it is, that 1t may be 
given to patients, male or female, of the 
moſt delicate frames, or even children of 
tender age, or in thoſe whoſe nervous ſyſ- 
tem is exceſſively irritable— for it is well 
known that ſuch will not bear mercury, 
even although it be ever ſo prudently ad- 
miniſtered. In patients, particularly wo- 
men, who often labour under a debility of 
tlie nervous ſyſtem, a mercurial courſe is 
extremely hazardous. Hence, when thoſe 
complaints ariſe in families, the more ſecret 
and more ſafely they are got rid of, the hap- 
pier it muſt make the parties. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP I 


97 thoſe Maladies, not 1 ar Hons ing 
From Venereal Cauſes, 


T has long been a received opinion, that 
1 every ſpecies of the yenereal diſeaſe is 
to be cured by mercury: and the practi- 
tioners of old, as well as ſome of the mo- 
derns, continues to tread the beaten path, to 
the no ſmall detriment ſometimes of the un- 
fortunate ſufferer. The minds of men grown 
old in any way of thinking, are like heavy 
bodies on the ſurface of the earth, which, 
by long lying, have ſunk into the ground, 
and formed to themſelves a bed, from which 
they cannot be eaſily removed, even with 
very great ſtrength; there is a kind of vis 
inertiæ of ſoul as well as body. Novelty, 
though it be true and convincing to them, 
may yet be diſpleaſing, becaule it puts them 
in mind of their having been wrong all their 
lives. It is well known, that very import- 
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inne 
ant diſcoveries, like rich mines, have lain 
long unattended to, ſlighted, or miſunder- 
ſtood, and yet have been afterwards univer- 
fally adopted, and brought into philoſophy 
and uſe. 


Though mercury 1s a very uſeful mineral, 
it does not follow, that all the ſymptoms 
brought on by the venereal contagion are 
always cured by it. Beſides, there are ſe- 
veral medicines in the hands of an ignorant 
man become poiſon, whilſt, in the hands of 
the ſkilful and experienced practitioner, 
muſt be allowed moſt excellent and uſeful 
in their effects; ſuch are, opium, antimony, 
and ſome preparations of mercury, &c. and 
many others, are, in ſome ſenſe, allowed to 
be poiſonous ; pernicious, even when given 
in no great quantities, as well to the fluid as 
to the ſolid parts of an human body; and 
given in greater quantities very often fatal : 
and unleſs ſome of the moſt dangerous of 
them are duly prepared for uſe by an ex- 
perienced artiſt, and adminiſtered in proper 
doſes by a ſkilful practitioner, the Materia 

Medica 


in 
Medica would be very deficient, and we 
ſhould be at a loſs to remedy two parts per- 
haps in three, as well of chronical, as of 
acute diſeaſes. 


J have, in the courſe of a long practice, 
ſeen numbers of inſtances where mercury 
has been thrown into the body copiouſly by 
friction, and at other times taken by the 


mouth, ſometimes to occaſion a falivation 


or ſpitting (which was cruel and abſurd). 
The ſymptoms yielded to the power of 
this medicine for the preſent, and the patient 
ſuppoſed to be cured—But I have known 
very ſerious maladies to ariſe afterwards, 
which mercury, inſtead of doing any good, 
would inevitably deſtroy the ſufferer. Fiſ- 
tula in ano, rheumatic pains, tetters, ſtub- 
born ulcers, hectic coughs, caries of the 
bones, ſcurvy, ſcrophulous diſorders, &c. 


ſometimes will attack the patient many years 


afterwards, 


The blood and other humours, whilſt | 


they ſuffer attrition from the mercury, will 
often 
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often contract an acrimony, and ſometimes 


of a ſerious nature, worſe than the malady 


from whence it aroſe. Rheumatic pains, 
produced by the venereal poiſon, very often 


remain after the infection is removed, and 
are cauſed by the acrimony which the 
blood has contracted from its mixture with 
the venereal poiſon; whence the lymph, 
which is diſtributed to the tendinous and 
fibrous parts of the body becomes more ſalt 
and acrimonious; or by the too great viſci- 
dity of the lymph, which circulates ſlower 
through the ſmall veſſels, and is more apt 


to form other obſtructions, or by the relax- 


ation and weakneſs that is brought upon 
the fibrous, ligamentary, tendinous and muſ- 
cular parts, and by the frequent ſhocks 
they have received, by which means they 
yield the eaſier to an entire ſtagnation of 
the ſalt and acrimonious lymph. In order, 
therefore, to remove thoſe ſymptoms, not 
unfrequently ariſing from venereal com- 
plaints after a copious exhibition of mer- 
curials, it becomes abſolutely neceſſary, firſt 


to reſtore the ſolid parts to their natural 


tone, 


- IF 


6 
tone, and to correct the exiſting acrimony 
in the fluids this muſt be done before ever 
the patient can expect to enjoy the inva- 
luable bleſſing of health. 
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CTHAP.:XC 
Of the Treatment of Women wth C Bla, 
Nurſes, and Infants. 


F any venereal patients claim our atten« 
tion, women with child, nurſes, and in- 
fants, moſt certainly do in the higheſt de- 


gree. The importance of the ſubject, and 


the frequent opportunities I have had of 
inveſtigating it, have induced me to make a 
ſeparate Chapter of it. The ſtate of preg- 
nancy has often proved a ſtumbling block 
to practitioners: many have been of opi- 
nion, that the cure muſt be deferred till the 
patient is brought to bed. But this argu- 
ment ariſes for want of reflection; though 
we might acquieſce in this way of think- 
ing, were we to conſider the mother only, 
and not pay a proper regard to her fruit. 


It is moſt certain, that the ſituation of a 


venereal patient with child, very little agrees 
with the common mode of cure, by charg- 
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ing the pregnant female with mercury, 
either by rubbing it on the legs, thighs, | 
Kea. or taken into the ſtomach. It is no 
wonder that the old practitioners wiſhed to 
defer it—but by ſo doing, we run a riſk of 
not only loſing the child, but likewiſe of 
the mother's miſcarrying ; a circumſtance 
often attended with great danger. Theſe 
conſiderations, I ſhould think, are ſufficient 

to induce us to act with great circumſpec- 
tion, and to adopt the mildeſt and moſt 
effectual mode of treatment. * It is upon 
this principle, founded upon experience, 
that I have regulated my conduct in the 

treatment of venereal patients with child. 


In the year 1777, when the Britiſh army 
lay in Philadelphia, and I need not remark, 
that wherever there are great numbers of 


* Beſides the danger of a miſcarriage, a venereal 
patient with child is liable to ſuffer by the death of the 
foetus, half rotten, I have ſeen women in this ſituation 
in great danger during their delivery. Beſides, if the 
child lives, and ſhould be given out to nurſe, law-ſuits 
haye been grounded upon ſuch occaſions. 


ſoldiers 


5 
ſoldiers and ſailors, venereal maladies are 
generally pretty frequent. I happened to 
be quartered at the houſe of a reſpectable 
citizen, who, after having come off a jour- 
ney, communicated this complaint to his 
wife, who gave it to three children and a 
ſervant maid. Unfortunately, the wife was 
with child, and giving ſuck at the ſame time 
to a child twenty months old, who likewiſe 
had caught the infection, ſhe and her huſ.- 
band were anxious to know whether it 
would be neceflary to defer the cure till ſhe 
was delivered. I was of opinion it ſhould 
be undertaken immediately. Thus the mo- 
ther and child were radically cured ; and 
five months after ſhe was brought to bed of 
a healthy fine boy. I have known many 
inſtances where it became abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary to uſe great exertions towards a cure, 
in order to aſſiſt labour, which would other- 
wiſe be very difficult, and perhaps impracti- 
cable — eſpecially where conſiderable ob- 
ſtructions are in the vagina, occaſioned by a 
venereal taint, ſchirrous tumours, calloſities, 
and a conſiderable tumefaction of the geni- 


tals, 


1 


tals, &c. 
Phyſic and Surgery in the univerſity of 
Montpelier, had a caſe of this kind of a 
very fingular nature, to which I was an 
eye-witneſs, through the politeneſs of that 


able practitioner. 'The patient was about 


twenty-eight years of age, {ix months gone 


with child, who was atraid of loſing her life 
in her lying-in, on account of a conſiderable 
tumefaction of the genitals, where I per- 
ceived a number of venereal ulcers, which 
had formed a ſwelling at the labia as large 
as one's two fiſts. The labia were drawn 
ſo cloſe together, that it was impoſſible to 
ſeparate them, and the ſuffered great pain 
in other reſpects. Monſ. Deydier made a 
perfect cure of his patient by his mild me- 
thod, without any mercurial friction, or any 


ſenſible evacuation ſupervening. She was 


brought to bed three weeks after of a girl, 


who was healthy, and continued fo while I 
remained at Montpelier. I have had three 
caſes very ſimilar under my own care, within 
theſe laſt four years. When female patients 
are not managed with great caution under 
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Monl. Dey dier, Profeſſor of 
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theſe complaints, even their moſt ſimple 
ſpecies, diſeaſes of another claſs are very apt 
to attack them. I have known oppreſſions, 
melancholy, with great thoughtfulneſs, loſs 
of appetite, decay of ſtrength, &c. ſhake 
the conſtitution of perhaps the delicate ſuf- 
ferer. The whites, in ſuch conditions, 
will commonly intervene, and flowing in 
oreat quantity, may bring on a ſoft and 
bloated habit of body, a ſwarthy and pale 


countenance, with not unfrequently hyſte- 


rical fits, a remarkable laſſitude and weari- 


neſs of the body, and a decay of ſtrength, 
all which ſymptoms, in general, proceed 
from a difpirited blood, and the habit of 


body I have often ſeen ædematous, from the 


wateriſh diſpoſition of it. I have often 
been conſulted, even where the ſymptoms 
did not ſtop here, but in progreſs of time, 
which had been waſted under the hands of 


the ignorant. The diſeaſe had become in a 


manner confirmed, bringing on a hectical 
diſpoſition, atrophy, and a waſting of the 
fleſh, till at length the body is plainly 
brought to the higheſt degree of a conſump- 
| tion, 
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tion, and that very often I have ſeen hap- 
pen without a cough, or any other ſign of 
the lungs being affected. 


But this diſtemper is eaſily cured, if the 
antecedent cauſe be properly attended to, 
and by proper means timely removed, there 
will then be no fear but the patient may be 
preſerved from the impending conſumption 
that may threaten her. Medicines that are 
balſamic and reſtorative, may ſometimes be 
exhibited to repleniſh the diſpirited and im- 
poveriſhed blood with new, oily, and benign 
chyle. Great attention ought to be paid to 
the menſtrual diſcharges, or monthly eva- 
cuations—But it is impoſſible to lay down 
rules in every caſe. The temperament or 
conſtitution of the patient, muſt, by all 
means, be attended to- Indeed all depends 
on the judgement of the practitioner. 


In regard to nurſes, who have the vene- 
real taint, and children whom they ſuckle, 
many practitioners content themſelves with 
exhibiting medicines to the nurſes only, 

0 imagining 
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imagining that the milk, being impregnated 


with the remedy, is capable of curing the 
child. This is particularly obſerved by the 


illuſtrious Hildanus, and many other pro- 


feſſors of diſtinguiſhed abilities in the art 


of healing, and leaves little room to doubt 
but it may be ſufficient; but in order to be 
more ſecure.— ] order a proportionate quan- 
tity of the ſame remedy for the child, which 
is a method I have adopted theſe many 
years, and have always found to anſwer my 
expectations. With regard to children who 
are weaned, and have the venereal taint, 

either from their parents or nurſes, they 
ought to be treated before the malady has 
taken deep root, but with all the attention 


their tender age and reduced ſtate may re- 


quire. If this is not attended to at «a 
proper time, as they grow up the malady 
may become incurable *. But it is im poſ- 


üble to lay down rules for every caſe—it 


mult be left to the judgment of the practi- 
tioner. 


* Vide a caſe of this kind of a very ſingular nature, 


in tae sch edition of this work, page 82. 
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On the Impotency of Man. 


MPOTENCY in men is brought on 
frequently in conſequence of ſe- 
veral kinds of diſorders; they muſt be 
treated according to their ſeveral ſpecies 2 | 
when, therefore, we can tell the occaſion 
and particulars. of this unfortunate com- 
plaint, we can, with greater certainty, re- 
commend proper remedies. 


Imbecillity I have often known to ariſe 
from diſorders of the ſeminary veſſels them- 
ſelves; but the moſt frequent cauſe which 
has occurred to me in the courſe of a ſeries 
of years practice, is in the proſtate gland. 
When this gland is in the leaſt diſeaſed, the 
venereal act can never be performed well, 
and procreation will then ceaſe on the part 
of the male. Sometimes the cauſe is in 
the muſculi erectores, or acceleratores, by 
N . | whole 
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whoſe aſſiſtance the penis acquires its rigi- 
dity and tenſion, as when they are weak 
and relaxed, and wholly unfit for the of- 
fice of erection; with which diſorders it is 
no uncommon thing for the ſeminary veſſels 
and muſcles that perform the office of erec- 
tion to be affected from a venereal cauſe. 
This kind of impotency will not yield to 
any treatment but antivenereal. I have alſo, 
in the courſe of my practice, obſerved im- 
potency of another nature——the patients 
have laboured under gleets for a length of 
time—others have had a diſcharge of the 
ſeed ſooner than uſual, with very little ſenſe 
of pleaſure, and before the erection could 


be perfected. 


This impotency ariſes from the too great 
wideneſs of the ducts and their openings 
into the urethra, whereby the ſemen was 
too eaſily and readily diſcharged through 
them before the work was pei fected, which 
wideneſs or relaxation has often been occa- 
ſioned by old gonorrhœas, neglected or un- 
ſkilfully managed. Patients in this condi- 
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tion ſoon recover, when the relaxed excre- 
tory ducts are reſtored to their priſtine 
ſtate. | 


The fourth and laſt cauſe proceeds not 
unfrequently from the ſtate of mind of the 
patient, and which may be cured without 
the aid of any internal medicine, 
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OBSERVATION XLIX. 


Spittin g of Blood, Ulcers in the Throat, 
worth Palpitations of the Heart. 


A YOUNG Gentleman of the regiment 
to which I was ſurgeon, in his firſt eſſay, 
got a ſmall ulcer under the frenum. He 
was upon the recruiting ſervice upwards of 
one hundred miles from head quarters. He 
applied immediately to a phyſician in the 
neighbourhood, and for two months took 
a variety of mercurials, without having any 
effect on the ulcer. Calcined mercury and 
the ſarſaparilla decoction was what was 
_ chiefly uſed for upwards of two months. 
His phyſician finding the diſeaſe did not 
give way, and his patient getting weak, de- 
fired more advice to be called in. His 
friends wrote to the commanding officer, 
requeſting I might be ſent to attend him. 
I found his tonſils alſo much affected with 
virus, and he ſeemed a bad ſubject for mer- 
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cury. His phyſician was a man of abili- 

ties, and had done his duty. We continued 
both to attend him near three months. In 
thoſe days mercurial friction was the faſhion, 

unacquainted with a better mode; I ac- 

cordingly, after a previous preparation, ad- 

viſed a drachm to be uſed every ſecond 
night, and continued them for twelve days : 

perceiving. he bore it, I ordered a drachm 

and an half. Notwithſtanding this, neither 
the ſmall ulcer nor tonſils grew better; the BB 
latter were very large, and the clefts full of 
matter, which I took out from time to 
time. After eight weeks, all the progreſs 
we made was, that the tonſils became leſs : oy 
and the laſt fortnight he took three half- 
pints a day of the ſarſaparilla decoction and 
bark, with a few drops of Huxham's anti- 
monial in each draught. I now began 
to be ſurpized, when I obſerved, that the 
night after rubbing, the ulcer and tonfils 
were remarkably worſe. I now propoled 


to my colleague to leave off mercury entirely, 
which we agreed tor After which the lit- 
tle ulcer healed in the ſpace of a wees, | 
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with only the application of a little dry 
lint, and his tonſils grew gradually better: 
they remained enlarged for ſome time, but 
when he was reſtored to his fleſh and 
ſtrength all venereal appearances vaniſhed. 
I am well aſſured, that if mercury had 
been continued in this caſe, with a view of 
having his complaints ſubdued, he would 
have periſhed under the treatment. 


ESEERVATION :L — 
Copper-coloured Spots on the Body, with a 


heftic Cough and nervous Fever. 


AN Officer of the ſame regiment having 
conſulted a phyſician for a complaint which 
he had laboured under ſeveral years: it was 
a number of copper-coloured eruptions on 
his breaſt and various parts of his body, 
accompanied. with a ſhort cough and fever, 
for which he was ordered ſome mercurial 
pills: they conſiſted principally of calomel 
Joined with opium, about three grains of 

the former and one of the latter. After 
| I he 


( | 
he had taken one every night for ſix nights, 
on the ſeventh day he was in a complete ſali- 
vation—his tongue was ſwelled for many 
weeks, and for a long time he was obliged 
to be fed with ſoft ſpoon meat. Some days, 
he told me, he uſed to ſpit two quarts a 
day; was emaciated, and melted down to a 
ſkeleton. Notwithſtanding all this ſevere 
diſcipline, his complaints ſtill remained, and 
ſome were much worſe. Hence the ab- 
ſurdity of falivation, and not unfrequently 
the inefficacy of mercury, even when pru- 
dently adminiſtered. 


This gentleman, after his recovery from 
the ſalivation, was cured of all his venereal 
ſymptoms, by the uſe of antimonial altera- 
tives, under my own care and direction. 


(6188 


\ 


OBSERVATION LI. 


A Species of the Lues commonly called the 
Tauss. 


WHEN I was in America, I met with 
2 Britiſh merchant, who had lately arrived 
from Martinico, where he had been a pri- 
ſoner with the French. He employed me 
to attend him for a few puſtulor and leprous 
eruptions in different parts of his body; he 
had a ſmall abſceſs in each arm- pit, and 
ſome ſmall warts about the anus; his ge- 
nitals were free from any ſymptom, but his 


hands and feet were conſiderably ſwollen 
with large fiſſures, from whence iſſued a 


very ſtinking ichorous matter. I put him 
immediately under 2 courſe of mercurials, 
which was continued five weeks ; but in- 
ſtead of gaining ground on the diſorder, he 
abſolutely got worſe; the eruptions became 
now running ſores, and did not ſeem the 
leaſt diſpoſed to heal up, but continued to 

vent 


6 
yent a vaſt deal of ſtinking ſanious matter 
2 large tumour formed on his rump, which 
diſcharged the ſame kind of virulent matter. 
His body now became covered with ſcales, 
which grew ſo hard and ſtiff, that he could 
ſcarce bend a limb or finger. Two freſh 
tumours again ſtarted up, one on his right 
breaſt and another on his left, voiding pro- 
digious quantities of the fame kind of mat- 
ter. I obſerved, in this gentleman's caſe, 
that wherever any of theſe ulcers appeared, 
they ran only under the ſkin, being entirely 
ſeated in and feeding on the adipoſe mem- 
brane (which coincides with the opinion of 
Profeſſor Boerhaave, about the ſeat of this 
difeaſe); the muſcles and tendons under- 
neath appeared fair and florid. I found 
there was nothing to be done by mercury 1n 
any form, and fortunately, at this criſis, I 
was made acquainted with the virtues of the 
grey nicker, of which he began to drink a 
decoction, firſt having recourſe to a warm 
cmollient bath, in which his whole body 
was immerged. This wonderful vegetable 
run the diſeaſe off by inſenſible perſpira» 


tion, 
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tion, urine, and ſtool, and acted the moſt 
powerful alterative I ever beheld in my life, 
A moſt plentiful dilution was kept up— 

attempting withal to detach the ſcaly cuticle 
by continued emollient baths. By this 
means the ſcales came off apace, juſt in 
the manner uſual in the confluent ſmall- 
pox, only much larger, ſeveral being above 
four or five inches over. In a fortnight he 
got rid of his coat of mail—but he was 
much emaciated— but by a nouriſhing diet, 
and continuing his remedy, he daily ac- 
quired both ſtrength and ſpirits, till every 
ſymptom diſappeared, and his health, in 
every reſpect, perfectly re-eſtabliſhed. 


OBSERVATION Ll. 


Fatal Conſumption after a Mercurial Courſe, 


WHEN I was at New-York, I was 
called to viſit a young gentleman of Ja- 
maica, about twenty-four years of age, who 
Vas under a falivation—his complaints were 
tWO 


1940 
two or three chancres on his penis, and an 
ulcer in the left tonſil. His phyſician or- 
dered him ſtrong mercurial frictions for 
thirty nights—he was at this time ſpitting 
three or four pints a day. 
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His chancres healed up, and his throat 
got well: but it proved an unfortunate 
buſineſs, for the young gentleman, who 
came to me about ſix months after, to con- 
ſult me for a hawking cough and low fever. 
J was really much affected for as ſoon as 
I examined him I faw his fituation—he had 
evident ſymptoms of a. conſumption. I 
adviſed him to repair immediately to his 
native clime, where he lived much longer | 
than he would have done in North Ame- 
rica, being upwards of two years. | 
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OBSERVATION LIL 
Penereal Ulcers, with a general Conſumption 
of the whole Body. 


| AN able-bodied man, of the fifth regi- 
ment of Infantry, lay for ſome nights with 
a girl, who recently came out of a faliva- 
tion. In ſome days after he came to the 
hoſpital. for advice. I found the inſide of 
his mouth all ſpeckled over with ſmall ulcers, 
which cauſed as complete a ſalivation as I 
ever ſaw. I was farther amazed, when he 
told me, that he ſweat fo profuſely in the 
night, as to wet through his bed-cloths. 
In the courſe of three weeks he was worn 
down, from a ſtrong robaſt man to a ſkele- 
ton. His fore teeth dropped out ; he broke 
out all over with venereal puſtules, and 
the cornea of his right eye became vaſtly 
thickened. He had been, and ſtill was, 
when he could get it, a very hard drinker, 


and ſubject beſides to ſcorbutic eruptions. 
In 


( 3 - 
In the beginning he had the bark plen- 
tifully, with an opiate at night, ſtrong 
gargles of the ſarſaparilla, with a ſmall por- 
tion of ſublimate. His ſweats and ſpitting 
diminiſhed ; but he was ſo much exhauſted, 
I judged it moſt prudent to liberate him en- 
tirely out of the hoſpital for the benefit of 
freſh air ; he then wandered about the fields 
and among the the farm-houſes, procuring 
abundance of milk, which was his chief 
food. In about a month he had acquired 
more ſtrength ; but the puſtules which co- 
vered his face now became ulcers, attended 
with pains in his limbs. The cornea of 
his eye, which was thickened, ſeemed now 
to have matter formed behind it. He was 
ſoon put under a courle of the Montpelier 
Apozem. His ſpitting ſubſided in the ſpace 
of a fortnight, and he began to eat ſolid 
food. In ſeven weeks he was perfectly 


cured. This man was raiſed from a ſtate 
of general putrifaction to health and vigour. 
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OBSERVATION LIV. 


Dropſical Complaints, | ſuppoſed to ariſe from 
| a Venereal Cauſe. 


THE wife of a Serjeant of the fifth re- 
giment came to the hoſpital big with the 
aſcites, or dropſy. Her huſband had died 
ſome time before of a pockey hectic; ſhe 
herſelf, before this time, had been treated 
for venereal complaints. Her belly was 
very big, and the naval much inflamed ; I 
purpoſed tapping her next morning, but 
during the night it burſt, and diſcharged a 
great quantity of water : however, as there 
was much remaining I tapped her, and dil- 
charged eight quarts of water; it was very 
foul, and ſeemed as if there were faces 
mixed among it, The next day ſhe was 
ſeized with a purging, which reſembled the 
water diſcharged by tapping, attended with 
ſevere gripes. She had ſeveral doſes of 
rheubarb from time to time. The purging 

= ſubſided, 
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ſubſided, and ſhe gained ſtrength. I then 
put her under a courſe of alteratives, by | 
which means all her dropſical complaints 
were removed, and ſhe was perfectly cured, 


OBSERVATION LV. 


A large Abſceſs on the Verge of the NG 
with Venereal Warts,&c. 


A YOUNG Gentleman contracted a 
gonorrhœa, for which I believe he went 
under no regular treatment —about four 
months after he came to town for my ad- 
vice, When I viſited him, he ſhewed me 
an abſceſs that was forming on the verge of 
the anus: before it appeared, he told me 
that he had a ſwelling in his groin, which 
went back; when the abſceſs became full of 
matter it was drawn off, and I found the rec- 
tum thin and bare; every thing went on well. 
As there was a ſtrong preſumption that this 
was the baneful conſequence of a bad- ma- 
naged clap, he was put immediately under 
a courſe of the Montpelier Apozem— In 
P about 
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OBSERVATION LIV. 


Dropfical Complaints, ſuppoſed to ariſe from 
| a Venereal Cauſe. | 


THE wife of a Serjeant. of the fifth re- 
giment came to the hoſpital big with the 
aſcites, or dropſy. Her huſband had died 
ſome time before of a pockey hectic; ſhe 
herſelf, before this time, had been treated 
for venereal complaints. Her belly was 
very big, and the naval much inflamed ; I 
purpoſed tapping her next morning, but 
during the night it burſt, and diſcharged a 
great quantity of water : however, as there 
was much remaining I tapped her, and dil- 
charged eight quarts of water ; it was very 
foul, and ſeemed as if there were faces 
mixed among it. The next day ſhe was 
ſeized with a purging, which reſembled the 
water diſcharged by tapping, attended with 


ſevere gripes. She had ſeveral doſes of 


rheubarb from time to time. The purging 
| ſubſided, 
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ſubſided, and ſhe gained ſtrength. I then 
put her under a courſe of alteratives, by 


which means all her dropſical complaints 
were removed, and ſhe was perfectly cured: 


OBSERVATION LV. 


A large Abſceſs on the Verge of the Lens; 
with Yenereal Warts,&c. 


A YOUNG Gentleman contracted a 
gonorrhœa, for which I believe he went 
under no regular treatment about four 
months after he came to town for my ad- 
vice. When I viſited him, he ſhewed me 
an abſceſs that was forming on the verge of 
the anus: before it appeared, he told me 
that he had a ſwelling in his groin, which 
went back; when the abſceſs became full of 
matter it was drawn off, and I found the rec- 
tum thin and bare; every thing went on well. 
As there was a ſtrong preſumption that this 


was the þaneful conſequence of a bad- ma- 


naged clap, he was put immediately under 
a courſe of the Montpelier Apozem In 
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about ſix weeks the abſceſs was healed; he 
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now ſhewed me, for the firſt time, three or 


four warts behind the nut of the penis; they 
were ſoon diſſolved by the metallic ſolution; 


but he ſtill continued taking the remedy for 
ſix weeks longer, by way of ſecurity. His 
health was now perfectly re-eſtabliſhed in 


every reſpe&, and he returned to his ſeat in 


the country, where he ſoon recovered his 
former habit of body. 


OBSERVATION LVI. 


Warts upon the Glans Penis, after a 
Gonorrhœa. 


A COUNTRY Gentleman came to 
town to conſult me. He obſerved, that 
after having been apparently cured of a gg- 
norrhœa, about three months after a num- 
ber of warts broke out on the glans and 
behind it; he went from one practitioner to 
another in the country, and took a variety 
of mercurials, without any alteration for 


the better; and when taken down by cauſtic, 
oy which 
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which produced but a temporary effect, they 
ſoon ſprung up afreſh, He had now been 
for three years diſeaſed, and never had any 
other venereal appearance. His conſtitution 
was much affected by the great quantity of 
mercury he had taken, but it had no effect 
upon his diſeaſe, which was, no doubt, the 
venereal lues. I recommended him the 


Montpelier Apozem, which he took regu- 


larly for about two months under my own 
care and direction; by which the warts 
were ſoon deſtroyed, and the ill effe&s of 
the mercury, which he had been taking for 
ſo long a time, were entirely waſhed away 


from his conſtitution, and his general health 


happily and perfectly re-eſtabliſhed. 


OBSERVATION LVIL 
A Lady infected, although her Huſband had 


no external Appearance of any venereal 
Complaint, f 


A LADY, whoſe huſband had been fix 


years abſent from her, a few weeks after his 


E return 
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return home, ſhe began to complain of a 
ſoreneſs about the labia, which daily in- 
creaſed. In three months after ſhe applied 
to me for advice, when ſhe was ſcarcely able 
to walk. I found the entire labia covered 


with venereal chancres; yet her huſband 
Had not the leaſt ſymptom of this com- 
plaint, to appearance, externally, although, 
during great part of the time, he had fre- 


quent connection with her, and ſhe con- 
ceived, On recollection, he told me he had 
fome light ulcers about two years before 
on the glans, which were ſoon cured, and 
he never had any complaint after. How- 


ever, as he had gone under no regular treat- 


ment for them, I was of opinion, that he 
infected his wife, notwithſtanding his hav- 
ing no external appearance. They both 
began immediately a courſe of remedies— 
She was perfectly cured in the ſpace of two 


months ; and her huſband took the Mont- 


pelier Apozem a conſiderable time, for his 
greater my and eres of his mind. 
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OBSERVATION LVIII. 


Fluor Albus, with Eruptions on the Breaſt, 
and intermitting Head- Achs. 


A LADY who had taken a large quan- 
tity of mercury by the advice of a phyſi- 
cian, with a view to cure her of ſome erup- 
tions on her breaſt, which he ſuppoſed to 
be venereal, applied to me for advice. I 
found her much relaxed, with a very fallow 
tinge (though her complexion was naturally 
of the faireſt kind). She had a ſlight fever 


on her every night. Her conſtitution 
ſeemed much affected, from the quantity of 


mercury ſhe had taken; but the eruptions 
were {till ſtationary. I recommended her 
the Montpelier preparation, which ſhe con- 
tinned near two months. The eruptions 
on her breaſt vaniſhed, the ſkin reſuming 
it natural colour—Her head-ach and fever 
entirely left her, the fluor albus diſappeared, 
and her general health, which had ſo long 
ſuffered, was perfectly re-eſtabliſhed. 
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OBSERVATION LIX. 


Eruptions, with glandular Swellings of the 
Neck of the ſcrophulous Kind. 


A YOUNG Lady, about fourteen years 
of age, had been afflicted with ſcaly erup- 
tions for ſeveral years; they disfigured 
her neck and breaſt, I could hardly 
help thinking that there was a mixture of 
venereal along with it, for I found that her 
father had formerly been afflicted with ſimi- 
lar eruptions on the breaſt, hands, legs, &c. 
from which a gloſy moiſture oozed forth, 
and growing dry, gradually hardened into 
thick incruſtations. I adviſed a courſe of 
the Montpelier Apozem for the young 
Lady, and alſo for her father, which was 
continued for a conſiderable time after their 
cure was completed, by * of greater 
| ſecurity, 


— 
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OBSERVATION, IX. 
Schirrous Tumour of the Teſticle. 


A COUNTRY Gentleman was recom- 


mended to me with a hard ſchirrous tumour 
of his teſticle, about the ſize of a hen's egg, 
which had been concluded to be venereal, 


as it came without any external injury. He 


had lived very free for ſome time before. 
He had rubbed near one pound of the mer- 
curial ointment into his thighs and legs, 
and alſo taken mercury internally, under the 
care of a ſurgeon before he came to me. 
That medicine had reduced him to a very 
weak ſtate, and he was both languid and 
emaciated, without having had any favour- 
able effect on his complaint. Diſcutient 
fomentations and cataplaſms had alſo been 
for a length of time applied to the affected 
part. I adviſed a decoction of the grey 
nicker—The tumour grew ſofter in. the 
ſpace of a month, and began to decreaſe in 
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bulk—He continued the medicine for about 


two months longer, during which time both 


the hardneſs and ſwelling totally diſappeared, 
and he obtained a perfect cure. 


OBSERVATION LXI. 


A Gangrene of the Genital Parts of a Joung 
Girl, which proved fatal. 


A YOUNG Girl about ſeventeen years 


of age, on her firſt eſſay, contracted a few 


venereal ſores, which were very painful, and 
the labia was alſo much ſwelled. 


Being of a full ſanguine habit of body, 
I adviſed that great caution ſhould be uſed 
previous to, as well as after, putting her on 
any courſe of active mercurials. By anti- 


phlogiſtic treatment, both the pain and in- 


flammation would have gradually ſubſided: 
but this advice was not followed, for ſhe 
was immediately put under a courſe of mer- 
curial frictions, and the ſores were every day 
dreſſed with the mercurial ointment. The 

: event 


6203) 
event was, that every ſymptom rapidly in- 
creaſed; ſo that in fifteen days after, 1 
found her a moſt loathſome object; all · the 
labia and the ſurrounding parts in a frightful 
gangrene, from which there iſſued ſuch a 


{tench, as was intolerable. Two days after 
this ſhe died. | 


OBSERVATION LXII. 


Painful Senſations near the Neck wf the 
Bladder of ſeveral Years ſtanding, ariſing 
from an ill-managed Gonorrhea. 


A YOUNG Gentleman, in conſequence 
of a gonorrhœa, which had not been judi - 
ciouſly treated, laboured under the moſt diſ- 
agreeable ſenſations for ſeveral years after - 
wards. He fuffered fo much in the emiſ- 
ſions of the ſemen, that the venereal act be- 
came a great pain to him in lieu of a plea» 
ſure ; he therefore was obliged to avoid the 

| ſex on that account. This ſituation gave 
him an uncommon degree of concern, being 
a bar to changing his condition. He had, 
; for 


) 
for a long time, gone from one practitioner 
to another, without obtaining relief. They 

in general had given him mercurials, which 
J readily perceived when he applied to me. 
I found his proſtate gland and the feminal 
ducts highly diſeaſed. His health was hap- 

pily re-eſtabliſhed by the uſe of the attract- 
ing medicated ſound and ſome ſweeteners 
internally. He afterwards ſoon married, to 
his no ſmall ſatisfaction. 


. 


OBSERVATION ILXIII. 


Purulent Diſcharge of Matter from the 
Ears, arijing from venereal Cauſe. 


A COUNTRY Gentleman came to town 
to conſult me for an oozing of purulent 
matter from both his ears, but particularly 
the left. His cheek and neck were ſome- 
times ſo incruſted with the diſcharge, that 
he was obliged to have recourſe to hot water 
and ſoap to waſh it off. Sea bathing had 


been tried for a long time; afterwards the 
bark 


„ 

bark and cold bathing, without ſucceſs. 
When he applied to me, he had been ill five 
years. About a year previous to its break- 
ing out he had laboured under a venereal 
ſymptom, which, from the treatment he 
underwent, I had no_doubt was the cauſe 
of it. I recommended him a courſe of ſweet- 
ners, which, with a few rules in his diet, 
conquered this loathſome complaint, which 
would have deprived him of the ſenſe of 
hearing in a little time longer. | 


* 


OBSERVATION LXIV. 


A conſtant flowing of Saliva, with great 
: Deovility. 
A GENTLEMAN brought his Lady 
to my houſe for my advice: ſhe was about 
thirty years of age ; about five years ago ſhe 
had been falivated for a {light venereal com- 
plaint, which her huſband. had communi- 
cated ; but ſuch was the ſingularity of her 
conſtitution, that the ſpitting had continued 
| — more 
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more or leſs ever ſince ; the leaſt expoſure 
to cold air, or a ſmall current of it through 
her chamber door, ſhocked her whole 
frame; on which account ſhe was obliged 
to be houſed almoſt conſtantly, both ſum- 
mer and winter. Her chief nouriſhment 
was liquids, being unable to eat ſolid 
food. She was obliged conſtantly to keep 
a handkerchief to her mouth, the faliva 
flowing copioully at all times. 


Whenever ſhe happened to eat a bit of 
fruit pie, or ripe fruit of any kind, it im- 
mediately flew to her bowels, and brought 
on a violent diarrhoea, in one of which ſhe 
had nearly loſt her life. Her general health 
was materially injured—her menſtrual diſ- 
charge had long diſappeared, and ſhe had 

- every appearance of a conſumption. The 
firſt thing I attempted in this caſe was, to 
adminiſter ſuch remedies beſt calculated to 
bring about the monthly diſcharges, and at 
the ſame time to give her ſtrength, which 
was fortunately accompliſhed—and her cure 
was afterwards happily compleated by taking 
. r 


(„ 8 
reſtoratives and ſweeteners, to the great joy 


of her huſband.— She has ſince bore him 
three fine children. 


+ 
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OBSERVATION LXV. 
Broken Conſlitution, with Imbecilhty. 


A GENTLEMAN of a middle age, 
who had been a very hard liver, had been, 
for a long tune ſubject to paroxiſms 
of nervous debility, which, for a time, 
deprived him in a great meaſure of 
the uſe of his faculties. His blood was 
impoveriſhed, and his conſtitution broken. 
He had been frequently wounded under 
Venus's banner, and there was a good deal 
of acrimony in his fluids. He was now 
totally incapable of al! venereal intercourſe : 
however, by a courſe of reſtoratives and ſome 
ſweeteners, this gentleman was fortunately 
reſtored to his priſtine health. 
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OBSERVATION LXVI. 


Penereal Conſumption, with a diſeaſed Liver. 


[1 A GENTLEMAN, about forty-five 


years of age, who had reſided a long time 
in India, having contracted a venereal com- 


| plaint in the torrid zone, which bid defiance 


to the profeſſion, and being of many years 
ſtanding, together with the abuſe of mer- 


cury, he was really reduced to the laſt de- 


gree of bodily weakneſs, with great dejec- 
tion of ſpirits, and a deſponding melan- 
choly ſtate of mind. He had, for a long 
time, taken the decoction of the woods, 
with the ſublimate of mercury—Had taken 
the bark for a long time, and changed his 


air to the moſt healthy places. He was 


very fallow, felt an indolent pain in the re- 
gion of the liver, which was ſchirrous, By 
a courſe of ſweeteners, compoſed of the 


grey nicker, with its extract, his venereal 


C- iymptoms 


/ 


( a9. ;}}* 
ſymptoms entirely vaniſhed ; but he fell a 


victim to his diſeaſed liver about two years 


\ 


afterwards. 


OBSERVATION LXVII. 


Female Weakneſs, with tetterous Eruptions 
on the Breaſt and other Parts 2 the 
B ody. 


A LADY of lax fibres and delicate con- 


ſtitution applied to me for advice Having 
| informed me, that ſhe had been for a long 
time troubled with tetterous eruptions on 


her breaſt and various other parts, together 
with a copious fluor albus, which diſturbed 


her exceedingly; I recommended her a 
courſe of ſweeteners, together with ſome 
reſtoratives, which re-eſtabliſhed her health 
in the ſpace of between three and four 
months, | 
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OBSERVATION LXVIII. 


An Irritation of the Bladder, with frequent 
Inclination to make Water. 


A YOUNG Gentleman, who had ſuf. 
fered much from a gonorrhœa, had a gleet 
upon him every now and then for upwards 
of three years. He was allo attacked, at 
intervals, with an habitual ſtranguary of 
the moſt acute and tormenting kind. At 
theſe periods he was ſometimes obliged to 
go into a hot bath for temporary relief. 
His caſe was truly pitiable, for the inſtant 
he drank a glaſs of wine, or any liquor in 
the leaſt ſpirituous (to uſe his own words) 
it ſeemed as if at that moment it flew to 
his bladder, and forced him to urine, though 
perhaps only a few drops. He could ven- 
ture to drink nothing ſtronger than table 
beer; but toaſt and water, with a little 
capillair, was his common drink. He told 


me he had been ordered ſea-bathing, which 
[-- | had 


5 G29 | 
had done him a great deal of hurt, for h 
was now much worſe than before. This 


Gentleman was cured by perſevering, for 


ſome time, in the uſe of antiſpaſinodics 
and ſweeteners, of which the nicker was 
the principal; by which means his bladder 
acquired its natural tone, and the acrimony 
was carried off from his fluids. He was 
then enabled to take his glaſs, and enjoy 
his company, without any inconvenience 
whatſoever, 755 
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OBSERVATION LXIX. 


Scorbutic Blotches on the F ace, with an 
Enlargement of the Tonfils. 


A GENTLEMAN of a ſcorbutic habit 
of body having ſuffered much from the 
acrimony of that diſeaſe, which chiefly af- 
| fected his face. — He obſerved, that about 
four years ago, he contracted a venereal 
complaint ; for the cure of which he was 
put under a courſe of rubbing a ſmall por- 
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tion of mercurial ointment into his thighs 
and legs every night for thirty nights. His 


mouth became ſore, and he ſpit a conſi- 


derable quantity, but ever ſince his other 
complaint got worſe and worſe: at times 
his face was ſo disfigured as to oblige him 
to keep his chamber. I had now every 
reaſon to believe, that there was a good deal 
of venereal acrimony mixed with it. His 
tonſils had been preternaturally enlarged for 


upwards of two years, and upon taking the 


leaſt cold they became inflamed and painful. 


Theſe ſymptoms, however, were temporarily 


relieved with the uſual remedies by his apo- 


thecary. I ordered him a ſtrong decoction 
of the grey nicker, as a ſweetener, with its 


extract, which he continued regularly for 


between three and four months. By this 


time his tonſils were reduced to their na- 
tural ſize, and his face freed from the 
blotches; his general health was much 


mended, and his tonſils were never affected 
afterwards, 
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OBSERVATION IXX. 


The Pallibility of Mercarial Friftions, in 
_ ſome CH to cure the Lues. 


A GENTLEMAN and his wit who 
had been both under a courſe of mercury 
for a long time, and their phyſician having | 
every reaſon to believe they were 'perfectly 3 
cured, aſſured them accordingly, and they | 
were both made eaſy in their minds. They 
continued ſo for near a year, when the diſ- 1 
eaſe, not thoroughly eradicated, brought 
on freſh ſymptoms ; ſuch as painful ſenſa- | 
tions in the noſe and ſhin- bones, ſhooting | 
pains in the glands of the groins, with warts | b 
| 
| 


on the genital parts, and ſundry more ſymp= 
toms. On applying again to the Doctor, he 
would not believe it, aſſuring them, that 
from the quantity of mercury adminiſtered, 

it was impoſſible theſe ſenſations could be 
venereal. But in a little time after, they 
and he too were ſufficiently convinced tc 
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the contrary. The patients were put into 
other methods of cure, and were both ſoon 
re-eſtabliſhed in their health, without con- 
finement or reſtraint of diet; otherwiſe this 
couple, to my certain knowledge, would 


have been miſerable and beyond redreſs in a 
very little time. 


OBSERVATION LXXI. 
A PVenereal callous Ulcer in the Grom. 


A GENTLEMAN of a middle age was 
recommended to conſult me, by Mr. In- 
man, jun. a very ingenious ſurgeon of St, 
Oſyth, near Colcheſter. About two years 
before a venereal abſceſs (commonly called a 
bubo) in his left groin had been opened by 
a cauſtic 3 he afterwards underwent a long 
courſe of mercury, but the fore proved ob- 
ſtinate, and would not heal up. There had 
been ſeveral gentlemen of the profeſſion 
. conſulted, and they all agreed to throw 
in more mercury. In the ſpace of three 
months he had rubbed in near twelve 


Ounces 
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ounces of mercurial ointment ; his lungs 
became very weak, and they were timid to 
go on further with this metal ; but the ulcer 
in his groin remained ſtill in the fame ſtate. 
After a month's reſt, they began the old 
courſe for two months more but the ve- 
nereal ſore bid defiance to them all. He 
then was adviſed to try ſea-bathing, which 
he did for two months -I was ſurpriſed, 
when he told me he got worſe there. On 
examination, I found the glands of both his 
groins had a ſchirrous feel, and he was of a 
ſcrophulous habit. | 


In ſuch conſtitutions I have, from ex- 
perience, found that mercury never does 
any good, but a' great deal of hurt. He 
ſoon began to take the Montpelier Apo- 
zem, which, in the ſpace of two months, 
healed up the ulcer in his groin ; and by 
continuing it and the extract of grey nicker 
ſome time longer, together with a few 
reſtoratives, his health was fortunately re« 


eſtabliſhed, and ſaved from being the victim 
of a conſumption, 
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- OBSERVATION LXXII. 


7 Atrophy I accompanied with. FR Suppre f 
fron of the Menſes, profuſe Fluor Albus, 
and a Debility of the whole Frame. 


I WAS called to viſit a married lady, 
who, in conſequence of a ſcrophulous com- 
plaint of long ſtanding, had, for many 
years, laboured under a. great debility of her 
whole frame. Her menſes had been ſup- 


preſſed for two years, her age was but 
twenty-eight, and ſhe was afflicted with 


a copious fluor albus ; her habit was irri- 
table, and her nervous ſyſtem much im- 
paired. Country air, exerciſe, ſea-bathing, 
and every kind of chalybeate medicines and 


waters, had long been tried without the 
wiſhed-for effecl. 


6 began to treat her caſe, firſt by exhi - 
biting ſweeteners to eradicate the acrimony 
out of her blood, which had ſo long been 

8 the 


( ary] 
the ſource of her other complaints: reſto- 
ratives were then 'plentifully thrown in to 
give her ſtrength, and by the uſe of a few 
deobſtruent remedies the monthly evacua- 
tions became regular ; ſhe daily acquired 
health, ſtrength, and ſpirits, and in about 
two months returned to her home in the 
country, happily ſaved from a fatal con- 
ſumption. 


OBSERVATION LXXIII. 


Swelling in the Glands of the Neck, ſome- 
thing reſembling thoſe of the King's Evil. 


A COUNTRY Gentleman brought his 
daughter, a young lady about fourteen years 
of age, to conſult me in a caſe of glandular 
ſwelling of her neck, which had afflicted 
her five years. I found the glands on each 
ſide affected; one or two of them ſome- 
times run matter ; they had both the feel 
and appearance of being ſchirrous ; a ſtiff- 
neſs in the motions of her neck, with a ful- 


neſs of the glands, disfigured her very 
Q-4 much, 
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much. Mercurial preparations, decoctions 
of the woods, and repeated trials at the ſalt 
water had failed. I recommended the grey 
nicker, which was exhibited under my own 

direction with the happieſt ſucceſs. 


OBSERVATION LXXIV. 
An acrimonious Diſcharge from the Glans. 


A MIDDLE-AGED Gentleman had 
been teazed for a long time with a diſcharge 
of foul matter from the glans and behind 
it — ſometimes ſo ſharp as to excoriate 
the parts — applied to me for advice; it 
..., was very troubleſome, he obſerved, always 
after coition. He had taken mercurials for 
it, he told me, ſome years ago, which 
made him worſe. I did not believe it to 
be venereal, but a ſharp acrimony in his 
fluids. When that cauſe was done away 


by a courſe of ſweeteners, he got perfectly 
well, 


OBSER- 
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OBSERVATION LXXV. 


An Ulcer on the Infide of the Noſtrils, come 


monly called an Ozena, 


A GENTLEMAN, after having been 
ſuppoſed to be cured of a venereal com- 
plaint, which was an ulcer in his right 
tonſil, continued free from every ſymptom 
of that malady for two years. About this 
time he began to complain of an itching 
ſenſation on the inſide of his right noſtril, 
and ſoon after felt the ſame ſenſation in the 
left. As it gave him no concern, he let it 
go on for three or four months, introducing 
now and then a little acid on a feather up 
the noſtrils to eaſe the itching. But at 
length it began to be painful, and fœtid 
matter was obſerved to come down with 
the common mucus from thoſe parts. He 
was now alarmed, and living a great diſtance 
in the country, ſet off to town for my ad- 
vice. I had every reaſon to be of opinion 

I that 
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that his caſe was venereal, and immediately 
put him under a courſe of ſweeteners, by 
the uſe of which he was radically cured, 
It was lucky for this Gentleman that he 
got alarmed in time, otherwiſe the bones 

of his noſe muſt inevitably have ſuffered. 


OBSERVATION LXXVI. 


A Conſumption of the Lungs, ſubſequent to 


a Courſe of mercurial Frictions. 


1 WAS {ent . to Lanai to vilit a 
young Gentleman, who, in conſequence of 
a very ſlight falivation he underwent, for 
the cure of a venereal abſceſs in his groin, 
fell into a rapid decay. When I ſaw him 
he had been ill twelve months, and matters 
were too far gone. to render that ſervice ſo 
ardently wiſhed. Nothing could be done 
here, but to put off the evil day a little 
longer. He took remedies for the ſpace 
of three months, when he made his exit. 


And here I cannot help remarking, that a 
father 


( - 5: 
father was deprived of an only darling ſon 


and heir, by the obſtinacy of a _ 
Practitioner. ; 


OBSERVATION LXXVII. 
Loſe of the Uvula by a Venereal Ulcer. 


A GENTLEMAN, who had unfortu- 
nately employed an ignorant country ſurgeon 
to attend him for a fore throat, which was 
ſuppoſed to ariſe from a- cold, plied him 
with gargles, draughts, and bliſters, for up- 
wards of ſeven weeks, but it "Rey all 'in 
vain, 

A phyſician in the neighbourhood was 
called, who adviſed a perpetual bliſter, 
which he ordered to be kept running three 
weeks longer. The patient at length got 
wearied out, and came to conſult me. I 


found his uvula half eat away with a vene- 


real ulcer, and the remainder ſo far gone, 
that it was impoſlible to fave it. He was 
put immediately under a courſe of the 

Montpelier 


P 


% 
# 4 
> ” * 
0 — — . * 5 
5 
- 
— — * — — 1-z 1 
a be —— —— IT 2 ah 3 - 
* ——ä— its hay . CE eters a — ey 1 — — a 8 
A — Ny . pre < kk — — 
2 . * EL = — N 
- 4 MN — us * — — — * — 
bt 1 * 
N = . . 
A . ä G 2 
2 9 ” - ay = 
bs On, - _ 8 


( am ) 
Montpelier A pozem, which healed the ulcer _ 
in the ſpace of five weeks, and in a great 
meaſure reſtored him to his general health ; 
but the uvula was entirely deſtroyed by the 
poiſon : the loſs of which made fuch a 
change in the tone of his voice, that he 
gave himſelf up to deſpair, became melan- 


choly, and in a great meaſure retired from 
ſociety. 


OBSERVATION LXXVIIL. 


A e Ulcer on the Gums of the upper 1 
Ja. | 


A YOUNG Gentleman belonging to a 
regiment ſtationed in Jamaica, on his return 
home on leave of abſence, applied to me 
for advice. He ſhewed me an ulcer on the 
gums of his upper jaw, exactly above his 
fore-teeth. I perceived it was venereal, 
and put him immediately under proper re- 
medies. I never faw an ulcer ſpread fo ra- 
pidly in fo ſhort a time: had it not been 
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overtaken, it would ſoon have deſtroyed the 
gums, and laid the ſockets of the teeth all 
bear. He declared to me, he had not gone 
in the way to get infected ſince his arrival. 
There was, he obſerved, a brother officer 
during the paſſage, who was under cure for 
a venereal ſore throat, and he ſometimes 
made uſe of the ſame tooth-bruſh to clean 
his teeth ; it was more than probable he had 
been infected that way. 


OBSERVATION LXXIX. 


Venereal Pains, reſembling the Gout and 
Rheumatiſm. 


A GENTLEMAN about forty-five, 


had, for the laſt four years, every now and 
then, ſevere fits of pains in his bones, eſpe- 
cially thoſe of his legs and arms. The ſkin 
ſometimes put on a red appearance, and his 
Feet became puffy: He took to wear flannel, 
but his attacks continued as frequent, ac- 
companied with excruciating pain as before. 
That it aroſe from ſome impurities in his 

blood, 
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with it. I found little could be done here, 


( 


blood, there was no doubt, and I was of 


opinion, from the grounds I had to go upon, 
that they proceeded from a venereal cauſe. 
He was radically cured by the uſual reme- 
dies. . fl 


OBSERVATION LXXX. 
An Ulcer in the Lun gs, accompanied with 
ſpitting of Puſs. 


A YOUNG Gentleman, whilſt under a 
courſe of mercurial frictions, with the ap- 
probation of his phyſician, uſed to take freſh 
air and exerciſe ; but in doing this he unfor- 
tunately caught a cold, which in the end 
proved fatal. 7 


He was cured of his venereal complaints, 
but it was dearly bought ; for in about fix 
months after he became hectic, and his 
friends deſired my attendance. He had every 


appearance of an atrophy, and the phlegm 


that he ſpit up ſeemed to have pufs mixed 


but 


E 

but to put off the evil day a little longer. 
I was of opinion, together with Mr. 
Bromfield, who was alſo called in, that the 
air of Portugal would be the fitteſt for him, 
there being nothing to be done by medicine. 
He went ſhortly after to Liſbon, and died in 
four months. 


OBSERVATION LXXXI. 


Venereal Ulcer on the Palate, from a re- 
pulſed Gonorrhæa. 


A GENTLEMAN and his Lady came 
a conſiderable way from the country for my 
advice: they were in the moſt unhappy ſtate 
of mind, eſpecially the former. He had 
been under the care of a phyſician in his 
own neighbourhood for the cure of a gonor- 
rhœa, which was ſuppoſed to be completed 
in three or four weeks. But the practi- 
tioner unfortunately was miſtaken, and was 
the means of his giving the malady to his 
wite, imagining his patient to be cured. 
This was a very ſerious error in judgment. 

There 
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There was at this time an ulcer in the pa- 
late ſpreading rapidly; and his Lady was 
labouring under very painful ſymptoms. 
They were both cured in the uſual way. 


OBSERVATION LXXXIL 
A callous Ulcer on the Right Hip. 


AN elderly Gentleman, after having tried 
repeated courſes of mercurials, both out- 
wardly and inwardly, beſides ſeveral ſea- 
| ſons at the falt water, conſulted me for a 
hard callous ulcer in his right hip, which 
had afflicted him every now and then for 
ſeveral years. He attributed it to not hav- 
ing been radically cured of a venereal ma- 
lady ; but in this he was miſtaken, for it 
appeared to me to be a complete ſcrophu- 

lous ulcer. It ſometimes, he ſaid, would 
dry up for a month or two, afterwards a 
flight inflammation came on, and then broke 
out as before. It had a very callous edge, 
and large portions of fungus fleſh. He 
obtained a radical cure by the uſe of the 
grey nicker prepared in its uſual form. 
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OBSERVATION LXXXIII. 
A ſpreading Ulcer on the Tongue. 


A GENTLEMAN caught a fore throat, 
attended with common ſymptoms. His 
uvula was- much inflamed and ulcerated ; 
but his apothecary, with common gargles 
and the common treatment. in ſuch caſes, 
got him ſeemingly well in a few days. 
About two months afterwards a little pim- 
ple appeared under his tongue, which he 


ſhewed to his apothecary who had cured 


him of his ſore throat; and as it appeared to 


be of no conſequence, nothing was done for 


it, except a weak ſolution of allum to keep 
it clean, When he came to me it had 
ſpread nearly the breadth of a ſhilling ; and 
if it had not been overtaken and checked, it 
would, in a little time longer, have deprived 
him of the organ of ſpeech. I had every 
reaſon to believe it to be venereal. 


R OBSER- 
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OBSERVATION LXXXIV. 


An obſtinate Ulcer in the Grain, after a 


Venereal Abſceſs. 
A SURGEON of the Royal Navy ſhew- 


ed me an ulcer on his right groin of three 


years ſtanding ; it was the remains of a ve- 


nereal bubo, which had been opened by a 
cauſtic, . and would not heal up, notwith- 
ſtanding long courſes of mercury, both in- 
wardly and outwardly, at intervals for a long 
time. 


He drank the decoction of grey nicker 
for ſome months, from which he received 
much benefit, but it failed to complete his 
cure. 


About fix months after he got appointed 
to a frigate going to the Weſt India ſtation, 
where he took the ſame medicine, and ob- 
tained a perfect cure. I am well convinced, 
from experience, that the climate in this 
caſe was the grand agent. | 
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OBSERVATION LXXXV. 
A confirmed Deafneſs, after a Courſe of 


Mercurial Frictions. 


A GENTLEMAN about thirty- ſeven 
years of age having undergone a courſe of 
frictions with the mercurial ointment, pre- 
pared with equal parts of hogs lard and 
quickſilver ; it was principally rubbed into 
his thighs and legs for the ſpace of two 
months. His complaints were chancres 
and an abſceſs in his groin : theſe were re- 

zoved by the mercury; and the gentleman 
under whoſe care he was had every reaſon. to 
believe him cured. In about two months 
after he was ſeized with a ſinging noiſe 
in his ears; it affected him both night 
and day, but particularly when in bed; it 
was fo acute as to deprive him of refreſhing 
lleep. He made application again to the 
profeſſion, ſome of whom were of opinion 
that the virus was not done away; accord- 

| R 2 ingly 
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N ingly he began again to rub in more mer- 
cury for fix weeks longer, at the end of 
which he found himſelf worlſe in every re- 
ſpet, much reduced, and the noiſe in his 
ears much more troubleſome. Not long 
after this he became perfectly deaf all of a 
ſudden, and was obliged to converſe with 
his friends by his pen and the finger alpha- 
bet. About this time I was conſulted, but 
from appearances I was afraid it was a loſt 
caſe; every thing was tried that uſually 
| proved ſucceſsful, but they unfortuately 
| 3 failed. I adviſed him to go to a warmer 
| | climate, which advice he has followed, but 
he has not as yet experienced much altera- 
tion for the better *. 


OBSER- 


* I am well convinced that the blood-veſſels are 


very much weakened by mercurial friction; and I 


have known many more caſes, beſides the above, 


where thoſe of the brain ſuftcred in conſequence- Theſe 


misfortunes were occalioned by the coats of the blood- 


velicls, as well as the nerves, being enervated by the 
Violence of the mercury. Quickſilver, ever fo well di- 


vided in the mercurial ointment, may, in paſting through 


the blood-veſlels, run together and circulate with the 
mais 


E 


OBSERVATION LXXXVI. 


Venereal Imbecillity, arifing from a diſeaſed 
proſtate Gland, 


A MIDDLE-AGED Gentleman hav- 
ing, in the early part of his lite, improperly 
taken a good deal of mercury for the cure of 
repeated gonorrhaas, his * proſtate gland a 
few years afterwards became very much re- 
laxed and acquired a local diſeaſe, by which 
his powers became in a great meaſure de- 
ſtroyed, and when he changed his condition 
he was incapable of performing the duties 
of the marriage bed. Sometimes, he ob- 


maſs of blood in its native form, a: d be afterwards de- 
poſited on divers parts of the oouy, Hence we may 
juſtly fear, that this metallic fluid, which is ſo much 
| heavier than the blood, may not unfrequently fall upon 
ſore of the vital parts of the animal œconomy. . 
* This gland will ſomet'mes become diſeaſed without 
any venercal cauſe vehatſoever, and bring on the ſame 
evils. It is only to be cured by a proper application to 
the part affected, - MW 
R 3 ſerved, 
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ſerved, he felt a kind of dull ſenſation, but 
not ſufficient to create alarm, as he ſup- 
poſed; and never ſuſpecting the cauſe of 


his impotency, he followed the advice of 


his phyſician, both in regard to the non- 
naturals, and alſo in having taken for a long 
time all thoſe medicines of any fame in the 
Materia Medica for thoſe complaints, but 
without the wiſhed for effect. When I ex- 
mined the gland, it was charged, highly with 
acrimonious matter : he obſerved, that he 
had often taken notice of particles of mat- 
ter in his urine. In the ſpace of a fort- 
nizkt there was upwards of two tea ſpoonfuls 
of this matter drawn off from the diſeaſed 
gland; by the medicated ſound applied 
about the ſpace of twenty minutes every 
day, and by continuing it regularly for about 
three months, the diſchar ge, from being 
{harp and virulent, became white, mild, and 
thick, like a curd, ſcarcely adhering to 
the ſound. The proſtate, after this, ſoon 
aſſumed its priſtine ſtate, the ſeminal veſſels 
recovered their natural tone, and his powers 


were perfectly reſtored. 
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OBSERVATION LXXXVII. 


Fiſtula in Perinæo, dh an Ohſruction Fl ö 
the Paſage. 


A GENTLEMAN about forty-five, 
having caught a gonorrhea, during the time 
of his cure, an abſceſs formed in perinzo, 
within about two inches of the anus. The 
gentleman whoſe care he was under treated 
it in the uſual way. In a little time, how- 

ever, his urine made a paſſage through it. 
This was his condition when he employed 
me. There were two ſmall holes with cal- 
lous edges, through both of which his urine 
dribbled when he made water. What was 
remarkable in this gentleman's caſe, he told 
me that a few years back, while under cure 
for the ſame complaint, he had a large ſwell- 
ing on the fame part of the urethra, but it 
did not come to ſuppuration, and was of no 


conſequence, His general health had ſuf- 
R 4 | fered 
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fered exceedingly by this buſineſs, having 
laboured under many concomitant ſymp- 
toms. 


In the ſpace of three months, by the uſe 
of ſweeteners and the medicated ſound, to- 
gether with a few rules in regard to the 
non-naturals, his obſtruction was removed, 
and the fiſtula firmly healed, fo that nat the 
leaſt ooz ing ever paſſed afterwards. How- 
ever, he continued weak and feeble for ſome 
time ; but when 1 could venture to recom- 
mend him riding, he was ſoon re-eſta- 
bliſhed, and ſhortly after could ride the 
flecteſt hunter after a pack of hounds, 


SUPPLEMENT, 


WI T I 


MISCELLANEOUS REMARKS. 
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| HERE are many inſtances of diſtem- 
pers of our bodies being highly ſer- 
viceable to the diſcharge of malignant hu- 
mours *, and preventing greater evils, No 
leſs kind than admirable is the contrivance 
of man's body, that even its diſcaſes ſhould 
many times be its cure; that when the 
enemy lies lurking within to deſtroy us, 
there ſhould be ſuch a reluctancy, and all 
nature excited to expel him thence. 


* For the blood in a fever, if well governed, like 
wine upon the fret, diſchargech itſelf of all heteroge- 
neous mixtures, whereby that which threatens death 


tends often, in the concluſion, to the prolonging of 
lite, 


To 
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To which purpoſe even pain itſelf is of 
great and excellent uſe, not only in giving 
us notice of the preſence of the egemy, but 
by exciting us to uſe our utmoſt diligence 
and ſkill, to root out fo troubleſome and de- 
ſtructive a companion. 


What can poſſibly be better contrived for 
animal motion and life than the quick cir- 
culation of the blood and the fluids, which 
run out of ſight in the capillary veſſels and 
very minute ducts without impediment, (ex- 
cept in ſome diſcaſes) being all directed to 
their peculiar glands and channels, for the 
different ſecretions, ſenſible and inſenſible, 
whereof the laſt is far the greateſt in quan- 
tity and effects, as to health and ſickneſs, 


acute diſtempers frequently ariſing from a 


diminution of tranſpiration through the cu- 
tanzous chimries, and from chronical ones 
from an augmentation - Whereas obſtruc- 
tions in the liver, pancreas, and other glands, 
may only cauſe a ichirrous, a jaundice, an 
ague, a dropſy, or other flow diſeaſes; ſo an 
increaſe of their ſecretions may accompany 

the 
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the general colliquations, as in fluxes, hectic 
| ſweats and coughs, diabetes, and other 
conſumptions. It is aſtoniſhing the wiſe 
contrivance there is to preſerve theſe ſecre- 
tions from the blood (on which life ſo 
much depends) by frequent attritions and 
comminutions of the fluids in their paſſage 
through the heart, the lungs, and the whole 
ſyſtem of the muſcles! What meanders and 
contortions of veſſels of the organs of ſepara- 
tion! and what a concourſe of elaſtic bodies 
from the air, to ſupply the ſprings and con- 
tinual motions of ſome parts, not only in ſleep 
and reſt, but in long violent exerciſes of the 
muſcles, whoſe force drives the fluid round 
in a wonderful rapid circulation through the 
minuteſt tubes, aſſiſted by the conſtant pa- 
bulum of the atmoſphere and their own 
elaſtic fibres, which impreſs that velocity 
on the fluids, 


The human body 1s admirably contrived, 
and made to prevent evils; fo no leſs is our 
art and remedies uſed to get rid of them 
when they do happen. When by any mis- 

| tortune 
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fortune diſeaſes do befal, or when by our 
own neglect we pull down maladies upon 
ourſelves, what emunctories & what ad- 
mirable paſſages are diſperſed throughout, 


the body, what incomparable methods doth 
nature ſometimes take, what vigorous effects 


is ſhe enabled to make by the aſſiſtance of a 
well-adapted remedy to diſcharge the pec- 
cant humours, to correct the morbific mat- 
ter, and, in a word, to ſet all things right 


again | 


Remarks founded upon experience are 
the ſureſt and ſafeſt pilots to truth in every 
profeſſion, and which, when applied to the 
cure of maladies incident to the human 
body, are certainly more likely to ſucceed 


* One of Nature's moſt conſtant methods here is, 
by the glands and the ſecretions made by them: here 
are grounds to admire the contrivance of our blood, 
which, on ſome occaiions, ſo ſoon as any thing de- 
ſtructive to the conſtitution of it comes into it, imme- 
diately, by an inteftine commotion, endeavoureth to 
thruſt it forth, and is not only freed from the new 
gueſt, but often what likewiſe may have a lurking 
therein for a great while, 
than 
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than pompous and plauſible theories, how- 
ever refined. 


As the practice of medicine originally 
commenced without theory, it is the opi- 
nion of ſome of the moſt learned of the 
ſcience, that it might ſubſiſt as well with=. 
out it. Who had any ſhare in giving hints, 
or directing the wild Indian * to a remedy for 
his diſeaſe? He cures himſelf by the wild 
vegetables of the field; and as relief is 
the only thing he regards or cares for, he 
never enquires into the cauſe. Hence prac- 
tice, built upon ſimple knowledge, ſupplies 
the place of ſpeculation, and teaches the 
unlettered tribe to place a value on their diſ- 
coveries, according to the relief it procures 
them. The rude and uncultivated Africans, 


* Theſe ſagacious people were the diſcoverers of the 
powerful antidote againſt the bite of that ſerpent, called 
the Rattleſnake, which before proved always mortal; 
but if this remedy is at hand, its baneful eZeRs are in- 
ſtantly deſtroyed.—It is the juice of the plantain and 
Horehound, equal parts taken inwardly, and a poultice 
of the bruiſed leaves applied to the wound: 


who 
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who are ſubje& to the moſt terrible ſpecies 
of the lues, known by the name of yaws, a 
malady very frequent among the black na- 
tions, and whoſe ſagacity in their mode of 
cure is not equalled by any other people on 

earth; for, as if directed by inſtinct, when 
covered over with running ſores, they fly to 
the vegetable kingdom ſor relief; and by 
drinking an infufion prepared from a ſpecies 
of the plant commonly called the grey 
nicker, a native of the Weſtern world, they 
radically and ſpeedily cure themſelves of this 
loathſome diſtemper. Mercury, it is well 
known, cften fails in various kinds of vene- 
real complaints and other acrimonious taints 


of the human fluids, beſides does much 
miſchief. 


Since ever I have acquired experience in 
the knowledge of my profeſſion, I have 
laid it down for a general rule, that no me- 
dicine ſhould be received for its ſingular uſe, 
till it has had many trials in proper circum - 
ſtances, i. e. till it has been uſed on a num- 


ber of people equally ill, or that it has had 
happy 


= . 
happy effects in venereal and other maladies, 
when no reaſonable hopes were left of a 
cure by the beſt of other medicines {kilfully 
adminiſtered. 


To ſpeak of new remedies, that either 
are ſo, by new uſes, or new materials, it is 
very certain there cannot a greater dif- 
ference appear in the uſe of the fame colours 
by different limners, than there is in the 
ſucceſs of many medicines by practitioners 
of different judgments. 


To conclude, I will only recommend 


what I have found, on the moſt attentive 
obſervation during a ſeries of years practice, 
the moſt effectual method of eradicating 
every ſpecies of theſe maladies, under the 
moſt inveterate circumſtances. This re- 
medy is the Montpelier Apozem already 
mentioned, and firſt offered to the world 
in the former Editions of this Work. The 
ſuperior degree of penetrability, if I may 
ſo expreſs myſelf, which this medicine poſ- 
ſeſſes in regard to the grand point of eradi- 
cating the virus and ſweetening the human 


fluids, 
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fluids, without relaxing the ſolids; and its 
action being chiefly determined to the different 
outlets of the body, waſhing away the acri- 
monious humours, by inſenſible perſpira- 
tion, urine, and ſtool], is the reaſon why it is 
found ſo powerful a reſource in all venereal 


complaints after mercury has failed. Be- 
ſides, in caſes where this poiſon is combined 
with a ſcrophulous habit of body, mercury 
is always precarious, and its exhibition ex- 
tremely dangerous. In ſuch complicated 
caſes this preparation effectually cures both. 


Explanation 


Exlanation mY the Terms hate uf of 
in the preceding W Work, t 


N 


BSCEss, a tumour or ſwelling in any 
part of the body, which may be either 
diſcuſſed or brought to ſuppuration. 


ABORTION, is when a woman goes not 
her full time out with child. 


Acips. All liquors and ſubſtances are ſo 
called, which are compoſed of particles 
that affect the taſte with points, ſharp, 
and piercing. 


ACRIMON v, expreſſeth a quality | in bodies 
by which they corrode, deſtroy, or diſ- 
ſolve others. 


ACUTE SENSATION, is when it is at- 
tended with an increaſed velocity of blood. 


ADNATA Turf, is the common mem- 
brane of the eye. 


Ain it ſignifies the converting the 

food or ſubſtance taken in at the mouth 
into chyle, in order to repair the con- 

tinual decay of the body, cauſed by pes 
noon or otherwiſe, * 


S ANATOMY, 


0244) | 
b ' ANATOMY, is that diſſection of dead bo- 
dies as is neceſſary to lay open all the 
parts to view, in order to acquire a true 
knowledge of their wonderful ſtructure. 
Aus, the fundament. : 


ANTISPASMODIC, a remedy againſt ſpaſms 
and convulſions ; the former not unfre- 
gauently attacks the neck of the bladder 
and the urethra, ariſing from various 
cauſes. 


ARTERY, is a conical channel, conveying 
the blood from the heart to all parts of 

the body; it is compoſed of three coats, 

the firſt nervous, being a thread of fine 
= blood-veſlels for nouriſhing the other two; 
| the ſecond muſcular, conſiſting of ſpiral 

\ fibres, which have a ſtrong elaſticity, and 
have many or few ſtrata, according to 
the ſize of the artery; the third or in- 
moſt coat is a fine tranſparent mem- 
| brane, which keeps the blood within 
its channels, 55 | 

. As rTRINGENTsS, are thoſe medicines which 
| are binding, and they are either ſuch as 
act oy the aſperity of their particles, 

whereby they corrugate the membranes, 
and make them draw up cloſer, or ſuch 

as thicken the fluids, whereby they can- 

not run off ſo faſt as before. 


3 . ATROPHY, 


\ 


(as). 
Atxovuy, is when the body inſenſibly 


waſtes, as in a conſumption, 


B. eaten 

Bir tous, from bile, which is a thick yel- 
low bitter liquor, ſeparated in the liver, 
collected in the gall bladder, and. diſ- 

charged into the lower end of the duo- 
denum, or beginning of the Jum by 
the common duct. 

BoBo, is that part of the groin, from the 
bending of the thigh to the ſcrotum, and 
therefore all tumours in that part are called 
buboes. 

© C. 

CnvTR, is that juice which the food is 
immediately converted into by digeſtion, 
and afterwards conveyed into the blood. 


CaLLouvs and CaLLosiTY, fignifies a 
kind of ſwelling without pain, like that 
of the ſkin with hard labour; and there- 
fore, when wounds and the edges of ul- 
cers grow ſo, they are ſaid to be cal lous. 

CATAPLASM, is a topical form, known 
moſt by the name of poultice. | | 

3 CausTICKs, are ſuch things as, by their 

violent activity and heat thence occa- 

ſioned, deſtroy the texture of the part to 
| which they are applied, and eat it away. 


S 2 CileA- 
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CicATRIx, is the ſcar or mark left upon 
healing a wound or ulcer. 


CIRCULATION of the BLoop, | is the con- 
tinual motion of the blood from the heart 
through the arteries, and returning back 
to the heart through the veins. 


ConNTAGION, is the communicating or 
transferring a diſeaſe from one body to 
another, by certain ſteams or effluyia 
tranſmitted from the body of a ſick per- 
ſon. Some diſcaſes are thus, by an im- 
mediate contact or touch, as the madneſs 
of a Cog by biting, and the venom of the 

ox by coition. Some contagions are 
tranſmitted through the air to a great 
diſtance, as the plague and other peſti- 
lential maladies, in which caſe the air is 
even ſaid to be contagious, that is, full 


of contagious particles. 


Convex, is the external round part of any 
body oppoſite to the hollow, and in our 
profeſſional way it is ſometimes called 


Prptuberance. 
ConcoMITANT, accompanying; a com- 
panion. 


Cur AN ROUS DisoR D RRS, are thoſe which 
more immediately affect the ſkin, which 


venereal complaints often do. 


D EBI- 
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D. 


DEBILIT V, is a relaxation of the ſolids 
that brings on weakneſs and languor, not 
unfrequently produced by mercury. 


DIARRHAA, is a flux of the belly. 


DrsEASE, is an irregular circulation of 
animal fluids. 


Drscuss, to apply ſuch medicines to a 
tumour which cure or diſperſe the mor- 
bid matter without ſuppuration or bring- 
ing it to a head. 


DisCRASY, is an ill habit of body. 


E. 


EMBRYO, is the rudiments of a child in 
the womb before perfect formation, thus 
called from its growth, reſembling that 
of the firſt ſhoots of a plant, and having 
no other than a vegetative life. 


EXCORIATION, is a tearing of the ſkin. 


EXCRESCENCE, is a preternatural growth 
of any thing, beyond its proper dimen- 
ſions, as wens, warts, and the like. | 


Exckzrokr Ducrs, ſmall ducts or veſ- | 
ſels, making part of the compoſition or 
_ ſtructure of the glands, 


S 3 Ex- 
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Exos ros is, is any protuberance of a bone 


that is not natural, which often happens 
in venereal caſes. | 


F. 


Firs, a fimilar part of an animal body 
ſometimes called a filament, and when 
very ſmall, capillament ; it is a flender 
thread, which being variouſly interwoven, 
or wound up, forms the various ſolid 
parts of an animal body: alſo the lon 


fine parts or threads that any natural body 
is compoſed of. 


FLrvip, ready or eaſily flowing, like water; 
from whence all bodies that naturally 
have, or artificially are, brought to ſach 
a conſiſtence and property, are called fluid 
bodies, as wine, oil, metals in flux, &c. 

Fs ru A, is any kind of pipe, and there- 
fore ſome anatomiſts call many parts that 


have any reſemblance theret by the 
figure fiſtulæ, as a fiſtula in © urinary 


paſſage, a fiſtula in ano, &c. &c. 


FLuoR AL Bus, is a diſtemper common 


to the female ſex, called by them the 
| whites. 


FOETUS, the child in the womb, is thus 
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FoNCTIoN, is the office of any particular 
part, to which it is by nature fitted. 
Fu Gus, is ſtrictly a muſhroom, and uſed 
to expreſs ſuch excreſcences of | fleſh as 
grow out upon the lips of wounds. 


G. 


GANGRENE, or MoRTIFICATION, 18 
when, in any part, the natural juices quite 
loſe their proper motions, ſo that they fall 

into a fermentative one, and corrupt and 
deſtroy the texture of the part. 


GARGARISM, is a liquid form of medi- 
eine to waſh the mouth with. 
GENITALS, the generative parts of any 
male creature. 


GLanD, all the glands of a human body 
are by anatomiſts reduced to two ſorts, 
viz. Conglobate and Conglomerate. A 

_ conglomate gland is a little ſmooth body, 
wrapped up in a fine ſkin, by which it is 
ſeparated from all the other parts, only 
admitting an artery and net ve to paſs in, 
and giving way to a vein and excretory 

canal to come out. Of this fort are the 
glands in the brain, the labial glands and 
teſtes. A conglomerate gland is com- 
poſed of many little conglobate glands, 
all tied together, and wrapped up in one 

84 common 
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common tunicle or membrane. Some- 
times all their excretory ducts unite, and 
make one common pipe, through which 
the liquor of all of them runs, as the pan- 
creas do. Sometimes the ducts uniting 
form ſeveral pipes, which only commu- 
Dicate with one another by croſs canals ; 

and ſuch are the female breaſts. Others. 
again have ſeveral pipes, without any 
communication with one another; of 
which ſort are the lachrimal glands, which 
emit the tears in weeping, and the proſ- 
tate near the neck of the bladder. The 
laſt ſort is when each little gland has its 
own excretory duct, through which it 
tranſmits its liquor to a common baſon, 
as the kidnies. 


GLANS, is the top of the penis, or that 
part covered with the prepuce or fore- 


{kin, 


GLEET, a flux or running of matter. from 
the urethra, differing in colour and con- 
ſiſtence, but in general of a yellow or. 
brown tinge - ſometimes cauſed by ſtrains ©. 
and other infirmities, but moſt commonly 
flows from venereal cauſes, and frequently 
remains after bad cures. 


GoNORRHOEA, an involuntary diſcharge 
of purulent matter from the urinary paſ- 


ſage. 


HERNIA, 


nn 


Henna, is any kind of rupture whatſo- 
ever, and is diverſified by the name of 
the part affected, as Hernia Humoralis, 


is when the teſticles are diſtended beyond 
their natural ſize. 


HyYDROPHOBILA, is a fear of water; A ſymp- 
tom of the canine madneſs. 


HysTERICK, is a diſorder of the womb, 
harraſſing the ſofter ſex, and brings the 
whole nervous ſyſtem frequently into diſ- 
orders. 


KL, 


IMBECILLITY, is a ſtate of languor or de- 
_ © cay, wherein the body is not able to per- 
form its uſual exerciſes or functions. 


IMPREGNATION, is the emiſſion of the 
male in coition, by which the female 
 conzeives, and becomes with young. It 
is alſo hence figuratively uſed in phar- 
macy; as any menſtruum is ſaid to be 
impregnated with any body chat is diſ- 


ſolved in it. 


INFECTION, is that manner of communi- 
cating a diſeaſe, by ſome effluvia or parti- 
cles which fly off from diſtempered bo- 
dies, and mixing * the juices of others, 

occaſion 
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occaſion the ſame diſorders as in the bo- 
dies they came from. 


INFLAMMATION, is when the blood is 
obſtructed, ſo as to croud in a greater 
quantity into any particular part, and give 


it a greater heat, redneſs, tenſion, &c. 
than uſual. 


INTESTINEs, theſe make a long and large 
winding-pipe, with various circumvolu- 
tions and turnings, reaching from the 


lower end of the ſtomach to the funda- 
ment. 


1. 


LABIA, ſtrictly ſignify the lips, but are 
uſed figuratively to expreſs many parts of 
a human body, which, by their figure, 
have any thereto, It is in general uſed 


for the external parts of a woman's pri- 
vaties. 


LACTEAL VEssELs, theſe are long ſlender 
pipes, whoſe coats are ſo thin as to become 
inviſible; when they are not diſtended 
with chyle, they are innumerable about 
the ſmall inteſtines. It is by the im- 
bibing power of theſe wonderful little 
pipes that a conſtant ſupply of milky 


nouriſhment 1s carried into the mals of 


blood, and lite ſupported. 


LAS= 
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LAssITu p E, this generally expreſſes that 
wearineſs which proceeds from a diſtem- 
pered ſtate, and not from exerciſe, be- 
cauſe that wants no remedy but reſt ; too 
great a conſumption of the fluids, which 
are neceſſary to maintain the force and 
ſpring of the ſolids, or acrimonious mat- 


ter in the blood, or a vitiated ſecretion of 


that juice whereby the fibres are not ſup- 
plied either in due quantity or quality. 
Theſe are the principal cauſes of that life- 
leſs condition. 

Loks, fignifies a plague or contagion ; but 
according to modern uſe, eſpecially when 
Joined with venerea, means only a con 
firmed venereal complaint. 1 


M. 


MaALIGNANr, ſignifies ſuch a diſeaſe as is 
greatly aggravated, and is generally ap- 
plied to thoſe that are epidemical or in- 
tectious, 


McerancnoLy, this diſorder ariſes from 
too heavy and too viicid a blood, which 
permits not a ſufficiency of ſpirits to be 
ſeparated in the brain, to animate and in- 
vigorate the nerves and muſcles. 

Muss, theſe are the monthly evacua- 
tions of women from the womb, and is 
as 


C 
as nice an affair, rightly to underſtand, as 
any thing that concerns the human me- 
chaniſm; a complete account of which 
I have given in the fifth edition of this 
Work, Vid. page 92. This evacuation 
begins uſually in healthy perſons, about 
the age of fourteen or fifteen years, and 
ceaſes naturally in wornen with child; 
and in thoſe ſo far advanced in years as 
to be paſſed child- bearing, of which it is 
an infallible ſign, and generally ceaſes in 
thoſe that give ſuck. 


MERcURIALs, medicines made up, pre- 
pared with, or compounded of, mercury 
or quickſilver. 


MINERALS, are hard bodies dug out of the 
earth or mine (whence the name) being 
in part of a metalline, and in part of a 
ſtony ſubſtance. 


Mucvs, is moſtly uſed for any ſlimy liquor 


or moiſture, lubricating various parts of 
the . 


. 


NERVE, a fibrous, round, long, white, 
porus ſubſtance, which conveys the ani- 
mal ſpirits to make the parts of the body 
moveable and ſenſible; theſe are called by 

different names, according to the ſitua- 


tion or places where they grow, and the 
office 


1 
office they pei form. Vid. my Diſſerta- 
tions on the Diſeaſes of the Nerves. 


O. 


Ox coN ox, is ſtrictly the management of 
family concerns; but in a figurative ſenſe 
is frequently enlarged : amongſt other 
things to the mechanifm and functions 
of a human body - ſo that animal œco- 
nomy includes all that concerns the hu- 
man ſtructure in a ſtate of health. 


Oz ENA, is an ulcer in the inſide of the 
noſtrils. 


P. 


PALATE, is that arch and cavity of the 


mouth, covered with a pretty thick mem- 
brane, which is continued to the tonſils; 


upon it there is a great number of little 
glands, whoſe excretory ducts, piercing 


like a fieve, diſcharge a liquor for the 
moiſtening and diſſolving the aliments. 


PERINZUM, the ſpace between the anus 
and parts of generation, divided into two 
equal lateral parts by a very diſtin& line 
—it is much longer in males than in 
females. 


PURULENT DISCHARGE, pus, matter, or 
corruption, 
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REGIMEN GOVERNMENT, is uſed for 


that care in diet and living, ſometimes 
neceſſary to be obſerved, under a courſe 
of particular medicines, | 


RRHFUNMATISM, is a diſtemper affecting 
chiefly the common membrane of the 
muſcles, which it makes rigid and unfit 
for motion, ſometimes with great pain 
and this ſeems to be brought about much 
by the ſane cauſes, as the mucilaginous 

glands in the joints are rendered ſtiff and 
gritty in the gout. 


8. 


SCHIRRUS, is a \ diſcaſe of the glands, which 
become indurated from acrimonious mat- 
ter, or obſtructions in the gland itſelf. 
This happens not unfrequently to the 
liver, to the teſticles, to the proſtate near 


the neck of the bladder, and the female 
breaſts. 


SoLips, firmneſs, hardneſs, compactneſs, 
denſity, in our profeſſional way, means the 
parts containing the fluids of a human 

body. 

SECRETION, is that ſepatation of juices 
from one another which is ne by 
the glands. 


SEN= 
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SENSATION, all ſenſation is performed by 
the immediate action of the finer and 

more fluid parts of bodies upon the organs 
of ſenſe. The impulſe communicated 
by theſe ſubtle parts of bodies upon the "© 
organs, fitly diſpoſed, is through them | 
tranſmitted to the nerves appropriated and 
contrived for ſuch a ſenſe, and through 

them to the brain, See my Diſſertations - 
on the Nerves. | 

ScroTUM, the ſkin of the teſticles, which 

is compoſed of many fleſhy or muſcular 
fibres, by which means the ſcrotum is 
contracted. 


 ScRoPHULA, fimilar to the king's evil, is 
a preternatural obſtruction, and eroſion of 
the glands. | 
SEMEN, ſeed. 


STRANGUARY, is any difficulty of urine, 
from whatſoever cauſe. 5 


STAGNATE, to want freedom of motion, 
like the blood when coagulated. | 


SYMPTOM, is ſuch a conjunction of ap- 
pearances, or ſuch an appearance of any 
one thing, as indicates what will be the 

iſſue of a diſeaſe, and the means of cure. 


1 
P ̃ ͤ re AE ee a att 2 icons Tom GIA. CLLR — 
2 . . 9 


*** - — 


A 7 
- Pu PAT — 2 * 34. 4 2 3d wy wb Abate. ta wk ate ING EAA oe; 


X Data. 


5 a, HO de tree es 


_ "Tons, 


— 22 DD Agog 55 > Ira = F 


— — 


2 . — — — — 


4 - 
— = 
„ 


— 
2 


* 1 
a — — 


a ESI ˙ Py Vn 


1 


{ 258.) 


T. 
Tons, the order or diſpoſition, that a per- 
ſon's whole frame of body, or any part 
thereof is in, with regard to health. 


ToNns1Ls, are two round glands, placed on 
the ſides of the baſis of the tongue, under 


the common membrane of the fauces, 
with which they are covered. 


Topicks, are ſuch things as are externally 
applied to any particular part. 


Tuo, a ſwelling, expreſſes every thing 


that can be ſo called, which is diverſified 
and diſtinguiſhed into ſubordinate ſpecies, 


by the particular circumſtances or acci- 
dents attending them. 


U. 


URETHRA, is a pipe along the underſide 


of the penis, which is about twelve or 
thirteen inches long, beginning at the 
neck of the — from which it re- 
ceives the urine; and bending to the 
lower part of the 0s pubis, 1t turns up to 
the roots of the cavernoſe body, and is 
continued to the end of the yard. 


Pura, it hangs betwixt the two glands, 
Amygdale or Tonſils; its ſubſtance is 
very 


C 
very lax, and it has a number of ſuch 
glands as the palate; it is ſomewhat 

long; it hangs from the root of the 


mouth, at the extremity of the paſſage, 
between the tonſils. | 


WW. 
WEIT Es, the fluor Albus. 


F T N ©. 


Lately publiſhed, 


PRACTICAL DISSERTATIONS on 
DISEASES OF THE NERVOUS 
SYSTEM. Alſo a DESCRIPTION of 


the VIRTUEs and Eric Ac of ſome 


Exo ric PrAN Ts, in ſweetening the 
Blood, eſpecially the GREY NIcEER, 
and the LOBELIA SYPHILITICA, with 


ſome others, the Produce of North Ame- 
rica, 


